Episode 27
The Forerunner
Review
 Ok, in our last couple of episodes we’ve been studying about the entrance of God into the
world as a man — THE GOD-MAN.
 We learnt that he was born of a virgin in the town of Bethlehem, that he was visited by
rejoicing shepherds and worshipping wise men, that Jesus’ family fled to Egypt in the dead of
night to escape the threat of Herod and returned to Israel sometime later after Herod had died,
and that Jesus grew up in the town of Nazareth in Galilea.
 We also saw that step by step, all of God’s prophecies about the coming Saviour were being
fulfilled through Jesus’ birth and life.

The Forerunner
 Jesus began his ministry here on earth when he was about 30 years old.1
 Now it was prophesied in scripture that Jesus would have a forerunner who would prepare
the people for his arrival. The man who would be the forerunner of Jesus was called John the
Baptist.2
 In those days, when kings and other important people travelled to different places, there was
often a forerunner — someone who would go ahead to let the people know that he or she was
coming so they could prepare.
 Jesus said that his forerunner, who was John the Baptist, was the greatest of all the prophets
and the greatest of all men ever to be born, probably because all the prophets spoke of Jesus
being sent to earth in future tense, but John actually introduced Jesus to the world in real time.3
 Let’s read about this great prophet and servant of God, and we’re going to back up a little in
the story to before Jesus was born.
 Luke 1:5-25
5 In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the
priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron. Both of them were
upright in the sight of God, observing all the Lord’s commandments and regulations blamelessly.
But they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren; and they were both well along in years.
8 Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving as priest before God, he was
chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and
burn incense. And when the time for the burning of incense came, all the assembled worshipers
were praying outside.
11 Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of incense.
12 When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear. But the angel said to
him: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a
son, and you are to give him the name John. He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will
rejoice because of his birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine
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or other fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even from birth. Many of the
people of Israel will he bring back to the Lord their God. And he will go on before the Lord, in
the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to their children and the
disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”
18 Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is well
along in years.”
19 The angel answered, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to
speak to you and to tell you this good news. And now you will be silent and not able to speak
until the day this happens, because you did not believe my words, which will come true at their
proper time.”
21 Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering why he stayed so long in
the temple. When he came out, he could not speak to them. They realized he had seen a vision
in the temple, for he kept making signs to them but remained unable to speak.
23 When his time of service was completed, he returned home. After this his wife Elizabeth
became pregnant and for five months remained in seclusion. “The Lord has done this for me,”
she said. “In these days he has shown his favor and taken away my disgrace among the people.”
 Ok so there was a married couple called Zechariah and Elizabeth who were quite old, and
they had no children as Elizabeth was barren. Both Zechariah and Elizabeth were from the line of
priests as they were descendants of Levi.
 One day, God sent his angel Gabriel to Zechariah while he was serving in the temple burning
incense, to tell him that he and Elizabeth were going to have a son and they were to call him
John.
 Gabriel then went on to tell Zechariah that John would prepare the Israelite people for the
coming of the Saviour. He was the forerunner or the introducer and eventually he would be
called John the Baptist as he would baptise people when they believed his message about the
coming Saviour.
 Zechariah asked for a sign from Gabriel as he did not believe him and Gabriel told him that
he would be mute or unable to speak until the prophecy was fulfilled and sure enough when
Zechariah went out of the temple to the people waiting outside, he could not speak and they
thought he had seen a vision but in actual fact, we know he had seen an angel.
 And just as God had told Zechariah through his messenger Gabriel, Elizabeth became
pregnant in her old age.
 Elizabeth became pregnant with John the Baptist six months before Mary became pregnant
with Jesus. Mary and Elizabeth were relatives and Mary travelled down to Judea to visit Elizabeth
and stayed with her for three months. Let’s read about this visit.
 Luke 1:39-49, 56
39 In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, and
she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. And when Elizabeth heard the
greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, and
she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your
womb! And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? For
behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy.
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45 And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her
from the Lord.”
46 And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord,
47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48 for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold, from now on all
generations will call me blessed;
49 for he who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name.
56 And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to her home.
 Ok so when Mary came into the house and greeted Elizabeth, the baby leaped for joy in
Elizabeth’s womb at the presence of Jesus who was being carried in Mary’s womb! And Elizabeth
started prophesying loudly as she was filled with the Holy Spirit.
 She said Mary was blessed more than any other women and that the fruit of her womb,
Jesus, was also blessed.
 And Mary went on to reply that she rejoiced in God who had saved her and given her the
great position of being the one to mother Jesus.
 After three months Mary went back home to Nazareth. Let’s continue to read.
 Luke 1:57-66
57 Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. And her neighbors and
relatives heard that the Lord had shown great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her.
59 And on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child. And they would have called him
Zechariah after his father, but his mother answered, “No; he shall be called John.”
61 And they said to her, “None of your relatives is called by this name.”
62 And they made signs to his father, inquiring what he wanted him to be called. And he asked
for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And they all wondered. And immediately his
mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he spoke, blessing God. And fear came on all
their neighbors. And all these things were talked about through all the hill country of Judea, and
all who heard them laid them up in their hearts, saying, “What then will this child be?” For the
hand of the Lord was with him.
 So John was born just as God had said, and all of Elizabeth’s neighbours rejoiced with her and
they recognised God’s mercy on Zechariah and on barren Elizabeth.
 Then when John was 8 days old, he was circumcised as all Jewish boys were, and he was
given the name John to the amazement of everyone present as nobody else in their family was
called John. Normally they would name their children after one of their relatives.
 And when Zechariah asked for a writing tablet and wrote that the baby’s name was John, his
speech returned to him, and everyone who heard the story about John were amazed and
waited with anticipation to see what this child would be, as they saw God’s hand was with him.
 Let’s read what Zechariah prophesied about his son.
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 Luke 1:76-77, 80
76 And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; for you will go on before the
Lord to prepare the way for him, to give his people the knowledge of salvation through the
forgiveness of their sins,
80 And the child grew and became strong in spirit; and he lived in the desert until he appeared
publicly to Israel.
 Ok so John grew up and we read that he was going to be a prophet of the Most High and he
was going to go before the Lord to prepare the way for him.
 He was to prepare people’s hearts for the appearing of the Saviour. And he was to teach
them about how to receive forgiveness of their sins and salvation.
 How do people get forgiveness of sins?
 By believing in Jesus! This is what ALL the prophets declared and taught, and John the
Baptist was no exception.
 He taught people to believe in Jesus so their sin could be forgiven.
 He was a prophet and did the work that prophets did.1
 Now many of the Jewish people at the time of John the Baptist were NOT waiting for the
coming of the Saviour to the world. This included many of the Scribes, Pharisees and Sadducees.
 They thought they would be accepted by God as they were part of Jacob’s family.
 They were so proud that Abraham was their forefather.
 They were proud that they were ones who had been given the Law of Moses and that it was
theirs — it did not belong to the Gentiles.
 Because of the Law of Moses, they didn’t even associate with Gentiles, they kept themselves
separate and looked upon themselves as a supreme race of people, the descendants of
Abraham, the family of Jacob, the Jewish nation!
 So as a result, they had forgotten that they were sinners and that they needed the Saviour to
pay for their sins. Instead they trusted in their prayers, in their giving of money, in keeping the
Law and in their traditions. They felt secure because they were descendants of Abraham.
 But John was about to remind the Israelite people, including their religious leaders, that they
needed to change their ways and trust in the Saviour. They needed to repent.
 He was going to challenge everything that they trusted in and he was going to cause quite
some conflict.
 When God’s Word goes out it challenges people and people are forced to decide whether
they’re going to believe God’s Word or whether they’re not.
 Ok let’s read on.
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 Matthew 3:1-12
1 In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the Desert of Judea and saying, “Repent, for
the kingdom of heaven is near.” This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah:
“A voice of one calling in the desert, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’ ”
4 John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist. His food
was locusts and wild honey. People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole
region of the Jordan. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River.
7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing, he
said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Produce
fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham
as our father.’ I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. The ax is
already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down
and thrown into the fire.
11 “I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me will come one who is more powerful
than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.
His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into
the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”
 So John the Baptist was quite the sight. His clothing was different to the norm, his food was
different, his location was remote, but his message was distinct and everybody from Jerusalem
and Judea knew about him and were going out to hear his preaching about salvation and
forgiveness of sins.
 Many were agreeing that they needed salvation and were humbling themselves before God.
 And John was baptizing those who were surrendering, who were believing that Jesus alone
could save them.
 But when the Pharisees and Sadducees arrived who were trusting in their blood line as
descendants of Abraham and in other things as well, John warned them severely as their hearts
were far from the Saviour.
 He told them that God could even make descendants of Abraham from the stones on the
ground and in saying this, he was warning them not to trust in their nationality.
 He told them that the axe was raised to chop them down and that they were in danger of
being put into the fire if they didn’t repent.
 Actually, the message that John gave the Pharisees and the Sadducees is the same message
that God gives to the world today — trust in Jesus or the axe is raised!
 John had quite some conflict with MOST of the spiritual leaders of the day and he never
accepted them as they did not accept Jesus nor did they accept him, Jesus’ forerunner.
 Let’s read on.
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 Matthew 3:13-17
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. But John tried to deter
him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”
15 Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then
John consented.
16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was
opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him. And a voice
from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”
Picture Of Jesus’ Baptism
 So Jesus also came to be baptized by John.
 Many people would have been present and would have witnessed this event and it was
through this baptism that Jesus was introduced to the world.
 John baptised Jesus and God the Father opened heaven and the Spirit of God descended
and rested upon God the Son. Everyone there would have heard God declare that Jesus was his
Son!
 In this verse we distinctly see the trinity. God is three but one and God is one but three.
 So at his baptism, Jesus was introduced to the world. The One who John had been preaching
about and whom people had been trusting for salvation from the beginning had arrived and
had begun his work.
 Immediately after his baptism and after he was introduced as the Son of God, God had him
go into the wilderness to be tempted by Satan, to show that he is without sin. Let’s read about
this.
 Matthew 4:1-11
1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And after
fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. And the tempter came and said to him, “If you
are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.”
4 But he answered, “It is written, “ ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that
comes from the mouth of God.’ ”
5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple and said to
him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, “ ‘He will command his
angels concerning you,’ and “ ‘On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot
against a stone.’ ”
7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ”
8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the
world and their glory. And he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and
worship me.”
10 Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, “ ‘You shall worship the Lord your
God and him only shall you serve.’ ”
11 Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him.
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 Ok so Jesus fasted for 40 days and 40 nights and he was extremely hungry.
 Then Satan arrived and told Jesus to make bread from the stones so he could eat.
 At face value this seems to be good advice from Satan, but Jesus did not entertain anything
that Satan advised him, not even the slightest.
 It is always a trap when one gets sucked into listening to God’s enemy Satan.
 Then Satan took Jesus to the top of the temple and told him to jump as God had said that
he would have angels care for him.
 But Jesus knew he did not need to test God the Father but just to trust him.
 The same goes for us — we don’t need to test God, we just need to walk with him knowing
that he has a plan for us, and he only has the best for us, even if we can’t see it.
 Then Satan showed Jesus all the nations of the world and told him that he would give them
to him if he would just kneel and worship him.
 So he was saying that Jesus would not have to die on the cross if he would just worship him.
He could avoid all the pain and all the shame.
 Once again Jesus did not entertain Satan in the slightest, but rather commanded him to go
and then God’s angels came and cared for Jesus.
 God the Father had been watching everything with a caring heart and when the time was
right, he provided for Jesus and Jesus ate.
 Today we have people joining all kinds of different groups and clubs that worship Satan and
other demonic forces. We need to avoid anything like this as Satan will offer us power, wealth,
health and a range of other things if we just bow our knees and worship him and reject God.
 Don’t go there, as it doesn’t end well!
 Now after Jesus was tempted in the wilderness, he then came back to where John was
baptising. But the day before Jesus came again to John, the Jews of Jerusalem sent Pharisees and
priests to John to try to work out just who he was. Let’s read about this.
 John 1:19-28
19 Now this was John’s testimony when the Jews of Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask him
who he was. He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, “I am not the Christ.”
21 They asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?”
He said, “I am not.”
“Are you the Prophet?”
He answered, “No.”
22 Finally they said, “Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those who sent us. What
do you say about yourself?”
23 John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, “I am the voice of one calling in the desert,
‘Make straight the way for the Lord.’ ”
24 Now some Pharisees who had been sent questioned him, “Why then do you baptize if you are
not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?”
7

Episode 27 – The Forerunner

26 “I baptize with water,” John replied, “but among you stands one you do not know. He is the
one who comes after me, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.”
28 This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where John was baptizing.
 So it’s clear that John knew from their line of questioning that these officials from Jerusalem
wanted to know if he was the ONE, if he was the Saviour who had been promised since the time
that sin had entered the world, if he was the ONE who all the prophets spoke about.
 John answered freely that he was NOT the Christ.
 They also suspected that somehow Elijah the prophet had returned and that maybe John
was Elijah, but John said he was not Elijah either.
 He also told them he was not THE PROPHET. It was clear that he was A prophet but not THE
PROPHET as THE PROPHET was another title for Jesus, the promised Saviour.
 They kept pressing him to reveal who he was, so John quoted the words of the prophet
Isaiah that he was one sent to prepare the people for the LORD. In saying this, John declared to
them that he was the Saviour’s forerunner.
 John told them that the Saviour was already there among them, One so great that John was
not even fit to untie the laces of Jesus’ sandals.
 Let’s read on, but as we read, keep in mind that this is a very public event and many people
were present.
 John 1:29-34
29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes
away the sin of the world! This is the one I meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after me has
surpassed me because he was before me.’ I myself did not know him, but the reason I came
baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel.”
32 Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and
remain on him. I would not have known him, except that the one who sent me to baptize with
water told me, ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is he who will
baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ I have seen and I testify that this is the Son of God.”
 So Jesus had come back from the 40 days and nights in the wilderness being tempted by
Satan and he was walking towards John, at a place called Bethany at the Jordan River where John
was baptising, and when John saw him he immediately introduced him as the Lamb of God!
 Now remember that a lamb was a sacrificial animal, an animal killed in sacrifices, and people
had been sacrificing lambs from the time of Abel. They were saved by believing in Jesus, but
God always had them kill a lamb or another sacrificial animal and to shed its blood so they
could have sneak preview of what was going to happen to Jesus when he arrived.
 The lambs were pictorial prophecies of the real Lamb who is Jesus.
 John identified Jesus as the Lamb of God or to put this plainly, Jesus was the one that God
was going to sacrifice and as a result our sin problem would be dealt with.
 Our sin would be taken away.
 Now John had been born before Jesus, so he was a few months older, but John said Jesus
was in existence before him. John understood that Jesus is God and that he didn’t have a
beginning or an age.
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 John went on to share that he had not previously known who the Saviour was but that the
reason God had him baptising people was so he could reveal to Israel who the Saviour was.
 God had told John that the man who the Holy Spirit would come down on from heaven was
the ONE. So when John baptised Jesus and the Spirit of God came down onto Jesus, John knew
for sure that Jesus was the Saviour!
 And God himself had identified for John and for all the crowds present, that Jesus is the Son
of God.
 We’ll learn more about John the Baptist in a future episode but let’s just review what we’ve
learnt today:
 Many believed John’s message of salvation through the soon coming Saviour and because
they believed, John baptised them as an outward sign of their inward belief.
 We need to understand fully that a person cannot be saved by being baptised or by any
other act or good work. We get saved purely through believing in Jesus.
 Baptism is a sign that a person has been saved by believing in Jesus. That is why John did
not baptise the Pharisees as that transformation had not taken place in their hearts.
 The Pharisees and Sadducees came to listen to John’s message but their hearts were hard,
and they were trusting in their own works and in their ancestry so John rejected them and told
them to beware of the axe which was raised.
 Jesus was introduced to the world when John baptised him as God the Father personally
introduced him and God the Spirit came down onto him.
 We also saw that despite Jesus being in dire straits with hunger, he rejected all of Satan’s
temptations, even if some of them appeared good, and he was shown to be sinless.
 And then the final thing we learnt is that Jesus was the One who God was going to sacrifice
to take away the sin of all who would trust in him. This is the GOOD NEWS!
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