Episode 26
Of Course He Came
Review
 Ok, in our last episode we found out that the time came when God the Son would take on
flesh and became a man. God’s word tells us that to do this Jesus humbled himself in order to
take on human form.1
 We also looked at a whole list of names that Jesus is called. There are so many of them and
each name tells us that he is God and tells us about his role on earth.
 Jesus is called the Mighty God, Emmanuel which means God with us and he is also called the
Everlasting Father.
 It is really hard to fully understand how God is a trinity — three but one. But make no
mistake: when Jesus was placed into Mary’s womb, this was the eternal God taking on flesh so
that he could eventually die a terrible death on a cruel cross and pay our “death debt” to God
and restore our relationship with him. This is the trinity at work.
 We learnt in our last episode that God sent his angel Gabriel to tell Mary that she was going
to give birth to the Saviour of the world.
 Mary didn’t know how this could happen since she was a virgin, but the bottom line was that
it was going to be a “God thing” and that Mary would become pregnant through God’s power.
 Even though Mary was to give birth to Jesus, she was not his origin, but rather he is the
origin of her. Jesus was going to just pass through Mary’s body as a baby so that he could take
on flesh.
 We also learnt that God informed Joseph about this pregnancy and that Joseph went on to
marry Mary but they did not have sexual relations until after Jesus was born and then they went
on to have a normal marital relationship and had their own children.
 We also reviewed that it was 100% necessary for Mary to be a virgin as God had prophesied
that the Saviour would be born into the world through a virgin — so this was a pre-requisite for
Mary as God’s word is always fulfilled to the tee.
 We also studied more about false gods in our last episode, and we saw that God’s enemy
Satan has been behind the spread of people worship — of getting people throughout the world
to worship other people.
 Some of these people being worshipped are people that we learn of in God’s word. So Satan
takes good people from God’s word and compels us to worship them.
 We saw from scripture in our last study that both the apostles Peter and Paul rebuked
people for trying to worship them and that Mary looked on herself as just a mere person — a
servant of God who had been saved herself through the Saviour.
 Hence we need to reject “Mary worship” and reject the worship of any other person in God’s
word or any other part of God’s creation.
 God demands that we worship him, and worship him alone.
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 God rejects worship of creation and also “Mary worship”, Peter rejects it, Paul rejects it and
so does Mary — so we do too! We choose God!

The Saviour Was Born
 Ok so Mary became pregnant as the time had come for the Saviour of the world to take on
human form, and then came the day of his birth! Let’s read about what happened.
 Luke 2:1-20
1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered.
This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be
registered, each to his own town.
4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of
David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be
registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time
came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling
cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by
night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them,
and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you
good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby
wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”
13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and
saying,
14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”
15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let
us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known
to us.”
16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And
when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child.
And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these
things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for
all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
Picture Of Jesus’ Birth And The Shepherds
 Ok so Mary and Joseph were living in the town of Nazareth which is in Galilee, but it was
prophesied by the prophet Micah in Micah 5:2, that the Saviour was to be born in a town called
Bethlehem which is a long way to the south of Nazareth.
 Bethlehem was not a big town, but everybody knew that when the Saviour came, this is
where he would be born. It was common knowledge.
 Now Joseph was born in Bethlehem, and in order that Jesus would be born in Bethlehem
also, “all of a sudden” there was a census called and every family had to return to the
hometown of the husband.
2

Episode 26 – Of Course He Came

 God’s word and his prophesies are always fulfilled perfectly.
 When they arrived in Bethlehem, Mary went into labour and there was no vacancy at the inn,
so they took shelter in a stable and it was there that Mary gave birth to Jesus and she laid him
in a bed they fixed for him in a manger which is a feeding trough used for animals.
 If only the people of Bethlehem had known who he was, somebody would have made room
for him.
 We have to make sure that we have room for Jesus in our hearts. We need to recognise him
and make him our king and not turn him away like the inn keeper in Bethlehem did. Give Jesus
the best room in your life and kneel humbly before him in awe and worship.
 So Jesus was born and God wanted him to have some visitors, so he sent a huge number of
angels to a group of shepherds who were watching their sheep at night in the field, there in the
Bethlehem area.
 These angels were celebrating! God had kept his word! The time had come! And God’s glory
shone around the shepherds and they were terrified. They had never seen anything like it.
 The messenger angel who spoke to the shepherds before the myriads of angels started
praising, told them not to be afraid, because it was not a time for fear but a time for great joy
as God’s promise had been fulfilled.
 The shepherds were then told how they would recognise the Saviour, he would be swaddled
and lying in a manger in Bethlehem which was an unusual place to put a newborn baby.
 They were told that the child was the Saviour, he was Christ the Lord!
 Then the angels left and the shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go and see this thing that
the Lord has told us about.” And that is what they did.
 There was so much joy and worship that took place that night!
 Now why did God choose the shepherds to be Jesus’ visitors on the night of his birth?
 Why not choose kings and royalty to be his first visitors?
 Shepherds were simple, hard-working people caring for flocks and often probably smelling
of sheep odours and farm smells. They would spend many sleepless nights staying awake
guarding the flocks.
 But seeing how these shepherds responded to God’s message, it is clear that their hearts
were beautiful and that they were waiting for the Saviour to be born.
 They couldn’t contain their joy after seeing Jesus and they went out and told everybody
about what they had seen.
 God so many times choses simple people to reveal himself to. People that don’t self-elevate
and people who want him.

The Three Wise Men
 Now most of us have probably heard about the three wise men who came to visit Jesus.
 Actually we can’t be totally sure that there were three of them but some Bible scholars
assume this due to there being three gifts that were brought.
 These wise men are also called “magi” which is a name used for learned men, great men,
men who were knowledgeable about stars, astrology, medicine and art. They were from the
East, probably Persia which is called Iran today.
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 So let’s study about these 3 wise men.
Picture Of The Wise Men
 Matthew 2:1-12
1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise
men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews?
For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”
3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling
all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be
born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:
6 “ ‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of
Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’ ”
7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star
had appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child,
and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.”
9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen
when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. When
they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And going into the house, they saw
the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their
treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a dream
not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.
 Ok so God gave a star that rose to show where Jesus was, and these wise men had been
following it.
 The wise men were looking for Jesus because they wanted to worship him so they must have
had understanding about who he was. In those days many people knew the prophecies about
the promised Saviour and were waiting for him to come.
 As they were searching, they came to King Herod in Jerusalem who was the king of Judea,
and they inquired as to where the king of the Jews had been born.
 When King Herod heard that a new king had been born, he was distressed as he probably
considered this a threat to his rule, so he planned to find this baby king and to kill him. Herod
gathered the scribes and the chief priests together and asked them where the prophets had
said that the Saviour was to be born.
 And the scribes and chief priests answered that he was to be born in Bethlehem as it was
common knowledge that the prophet Micah had declared this.
 Then Herod told the wise men to go to Bethlehem and that once they had found the child,
to return and tell him where the child was so that he too could go and worship him. But in
reality, Herod was planning to kill Jesus.
 So the wise men continued to follow the star to where Jesus was and when they found him,
they went into the house and with great joy they fell down and worshipped him.
 Notice that they did not worship Mary. Nobody ever worshiped Mary in God’s Word. Mary is
a person just the same as you and I, but Jesus is God and that is why the wise men worshiped
him.
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 They truly were wise as they were able to identify the one who created the heaven and the
earth, who was now in the form of a small child and they worshiped him.
 And they gave Jesus gifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh.
 And then God revealed to them through a dream that King Herod had bad intentions, so
they went home via a different route and did not return to him. Let’s read what happened next.
 Matthew 2:13-23
13 Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream
and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you,
for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.”
14 And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt and remained
there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out
of Egypt I called my son.”
16 Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he
sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old
or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. Then was fulfilled
what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah:
18 “A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her
children; she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.”
19 But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt,
20 saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought
the child’s life are dead.”
21 And he rose and took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. But when he
heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go
there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. And he went and lived
in a city called Nazareth, so that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, that he
would be called a Nazarene.
 Ok, so once Herod realized that the wise men were not coming back, he sent soldiers and had
them kill all the male children in Bethlehem and the surrounding area that were under 2 years
old.
 So Herod believed that Jesus may have been as old as 2 and that is why he did not just have
the newborns killed.
 In our western nativity scenes, we have the shepherds and the wise men all worshipping
Jesus at the same time. The reality is though that the wise men probably arrived quite a bit after
Jesus had been born, and Mary and Joseph were by then staying in a house as we read.
 But the wise men DID find Jesus, and they did worship him.
 When the baby boys of Bethlehem were killed, the prophecy written by the prophet
Jeremiah about this massacre of these children was fulfilled.1
 God told us through the prophets what was to happen when Jesus was born so that we
could identify the Saviour with certainty.
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Jeremiah 31:15
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 God provided for Joseph and Mary — just a poor young couple — through the gold and
other gifts from the wise men and they fled in the night to Egypt and remained there until God
told them to come back, so yet another prophecy was fulfilled which said that God would have
his son come back to Israel from Egypt.1
 When it was safe for them to come back from Egypt, we read that Jesus was taken back to
Nazareth, quite a long way north of Bethlehem and he was raised there and eventually he came
to be known as the Nazarene, just as the prophets had said he would.
 Interestingly enough, as we search the writings of the prophets in the scriptures looking for
this prophecy, we won’t find it. However, we do know that there were a huge number of
prophets who were prophesying throughout the Old Testament period and much of what they
prophesied, and even who they were, is not recorded in the scriptures. It was common
knowledge though amongst the population in Israel, that Jesus the Saviour would be called a
Nazarene, meaning that he came from Nazareth. This information would have been passed
down by word of mouth from generation to generation.
 Everything about Jesus was prophesied in advance and everything was fulfilled.

What About Celebrating Christmas?
 Now we don’t know the exact date when Jesus was born but we do know that it was during
the time of the census that Caesar Augustus had decreed so scholars have put his birth down as
December 25, which is in the ballpark but probably not exact to the day.
 Now some people say that we shouldn’t celebrate Jesus’ birth. Their argument for this is that
God’s Word tells us to remember Jesus’ death, but it doesn’t tell us to remember his birth. But
personally, I think it is a good thing to celebrate Jesus’ birth. The shepherds did, the angels did,
and if we think about it, it is one of the greatest events that has ever taken place here in this
world — God becoming a God-Man so that he could eventually pay our death penalty to his
Father so that we could be saved.
 I think the most important thing is that each believer in Jesus does what he feels God wants
him to do and that we don’t judge one another or criticize one another. If one celebrates
Christmas and the other doesn’t, just let it be.
 Let’s focus on worshipping Jesus and let’s not make life hard for one another on minor
points that really don’t matter.
 And let’s not forget what Christmas is all about. Some people don’t even say “Merry
Christmas” anymore, they say “Happy Holidays” instead. They think Christmas is all about Santa
and holidays and food and presents. But the solitary reason that Christmas was established was
to remember the time that God became a man.
 Let’s make Jesus the centre of our Christmas celebrations.
 Ok so Jesus grew up in Nazareth and there is not much recorded in God’s word about his
youth.
 We do know that he became a carpenter like his dad Joseph and we know that they went
down to Jerusalem each year to celebrate the Passover, which was an annual celebration where
they remembered how God had spared their firstborn in Egypt when he passed over them
because they were hiding behind the blood of their lamb.2
1
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 In closing off this episode, I want us to read a few verses about a particular time when
Joseph, Mary and their family went up to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover.
 Luke 2:41-52
41 Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. And when he was
twelve years old, they went up according to custom. And when the feast was ended, as they were
returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, but supposing
him to be in the group they went a day’s journey, but then they began to search for him among
their relatives and acquaintances, and when they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem,
searching for him. After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers,
listening to them and asking them questions. And all who heard him were amazed at his
understanding and his answers. And when his parents saw him, they were astonished. And his
mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been
searching for you in great distress.”
49 And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my
Father’s house?” And they did not understand the saying that he spoke to them.
51 And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. And his
mother treasured up all these things in her heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature
and in favor with God and man.
 So when Jesus was 12, his parents left him by mistake in Jerusalem when they left to return
home to Nazareth after the Passover. They didn’t know that Jesus had stayed behind at the
temple which was where God lived on earth between the 2 cherubim above the ark of the
covenant.
 Mary and Joseph were in great distress as they searched for him for three days and they
finally found him sitting in the temple, and we read that the teachers — no doubt the scribes
and pharisees — who Jesus was talking to were utterly amazed by the wisdom that this 12 year
old boy had. He had the wisdom of the God-Man.
 And then they returned to Nazareth and Jesus obeyed his earthly parents and he increased
in wisdom and favour with God and man.
 In the next episode we are going to learn about a wild man who was given the task of
introducing Jesus to the world.
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