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Episode 24 

From Mt Sinai To Jesus 
 

Review 

 Ok so in our last episode we learnt that Jesus is our great High Priest who offered his own 

blood in the real tabernacle which is in heaven so that we could be forgiven. 

 And God tells us that we can believe that we are forgiven through Jesus without any doubt 

whatsoever or any wavering. 

 We can be totally confident in our salvation as we hide behind the blood of the Lamb just 

like the Israelites did in Egypt, and the reason we can be totally confident is because Jesus took 

all of God’s wrath for our sin upon himself. Our Lamb who was killed for us is Jesus. 

 Jesus was made to be sin, he was the curtain and he sacrificed his own body just ONE time 

and it was sufficient to pay for all of our sins. The curtain at that time in the temple was ripped 

from top to bottom and we can now enter confidently into God’s presence through the blood 

of Jesus. 

 

In The Wilderness 

 Note to the study leader — read Numbers chapter 13 and 14 so that you can be fully 

informed about all that you are going to cover in this episode. Each time you see chapters to 

read please ask your group to read them as well for homework. 

 P.S. to the study leader — also try to read the entire books of Numbers and Deuteronomy, as 

it will be extremely beneficial to you. Ask your study group to also read these two books. 

 

 Now after the Israelites left Mt Sinai, they headed towards Canaan which was the land that the 

Lord had promised to give to them. 

 They had many ups and downs as they travelled and sometimes they trusted God and other 

times they didn’t. 

 You can read about their travels in the fourth and fifth books of the Bible which are called 

Numbers and Deuteronomy. These two books cover the entire time that the Israelites were in 

the wilderness until they finally entered the land of Canaan. It is a long read but I highly 

recommend that you take some time and read them. 

 “Numbers” is called Numbers as there were 2 censuses taken of the Israelites while they 

were in the wilderness and they are recorded in the book of Numbers. 

 “Deuteronomy” means copy or repetition as it re-tells the laws that God gave to Moses on 

Mt Sinai and it also gives us a lot of information about what happened during the Israelites’ 

sojourn in the wilderness and it is full of instructions for the Israelites. 

 

 Now when the Israelites arrived near the border of Canaan, we can read in Numbers chapter 

13, that God told Moses to send men — one leader from each of the 12 tribes of Israel — to spy 

out the land of Canaan that he was about to give to them. 

 So Moses did as God said and sent 12 spies across the Jordan river into Canaan to spy out 

the land and see what the people were like who lived there, whether they were strong or weak, 

and to see what their cities were like, whether they were fortified or not, and to see what their 

land was like, whether it was fertile or not. 



Episode 24 – From Mt Sinai To Jesus 

 

2 

 

 Moses told the 12 spies to bring back some of the produce of the land when they returned 

so the Israelites could see it. 

 So they went, and after 40 days, the spies returned from spying out the land of Canaan and 

they were carrying with them a bunch of grapes that was so large that it took two men to carry 

it on a pole between them. They also brought some pomegranates and figs. They reported that 

the land of Canaan was a land “flowing with milk and honey” which meant it was a fantastic, 

fertile and beautiful country. 

 

 But when the discussion turned to crossing the Jordan river and taking possession of the land, 

10 of the spies said it would be impossible as the Canaanite cities were very large and fortified 

and the people living there were giants, and compared to them the Israelites just seemed like 

grasshoppers. 

 Two of the spies however — Caleb and Joshua — begged the people to trust God and to 

remember that he was with them and that he would bring them into the land and defeat the 

Canaanites for them. 

 But the whole camp of the Israelites listened instead to the 10 spies who didn’t trust God, 

and they began to complain against Moses and Aaron. They came up with a plan to choose 

another leader and go back to their slavery in Egypt. 

 Because of this, God declared that no man who was over the age of 20 at that time would 

enter the land of Canaan but they would all die in the wilderness over the next 40 years. 

 Joshua and Caleb on the other hand would enter Canaan and take possession of the land 

along with the remaining Israelites. 

 From a spiritual point of view, Canaan is very symbolic of heaven as we enter heaven 

through faith, and the alternative is dying in the wilderness without receiving the eternal and 

quality life that Jesus wants us to have. 

 Now during these 40 years that the Israelites spent in the wilderness, God continued to 

provide for them and to bless them. Sometimes he had to discipline them as well. Let’s read 

about one of these times. 

 

The Brazen Serpent 

 Numbers 21:4-9 

4 From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom. And 

the people became impatient on the way. And the people spoke against God and against Moses, 

“Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no 

water, and we loathe this worthless food.” 

6 Then the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many of 

the people of Israel died. And the people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned, for we have 

spoken against the LORD and against you. Pray to the LORD, that he take away the serpents 

from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 

8 And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone who is 

bitten, when he sees it, shall live.” So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a 

serpent bit anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent and live. 

 

 Picture Of The Brazen Serpent 
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 OK, so this particular time when the Israelite people complained against God and against 

God’s appointed leader Moses, God punished them by sending poisonous snakes into their 

camp and many Israelites were bitten and died. 

 Then they repented and asked Moses to seek help from God and God had Moses put a 

snake made of bronze on a pole and when the people who had been bitten by the snakes 

looked at it, they did not die but were given life. 

 All who looked at the bronze snake lived. 

 Eventually the Israelite people turned this bronze snake into an idol which they worshipped. 

So sometime later one of the kings of Israel, king Hezekiah, destroyed the bronze snake.1 

 It is so much in the heart of man to worship created things and forsake the Creator, and we 

must guard against this tendency.2 

 

 So the 40 years passed, and the time came once again for the Israelite people to cross the 

Jordan River and take possession of the land of Canaan. 

 Now remember that God had told Moses that he would not be able to enter the promised 

land as he had struck the rock twice rather than just speaking to the rock as God had instructed 

him. 

 So God had Moses commission Joshua as the Israelites’ new leader and after he had given a 

final blessing to the people of Israel, God had him climb Mt Nebo to the top of one of its peaks 

called Pisgah, and from there God showed him all the land of Canaan and then he died and 

God himself buried Moses and no man ever saw Moses again.3 

 Moses was a friend of God and God called him a great prophet.4 

 

 Now before we move on to our next point, I just want to encourage you to read the books of 

Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy. You will learn so much from these books and they 

will teach you many things that you can apply to your own life. 

 

 The book of Joshua is the 6th book in the Bible and it tells us that God fulfilled his promise to 

Abraham that we read back in Genesis 12:7. God did just as had promised and gave the land of 

Canaan to Abraham’s descendants. 

 We can also read in the book of Joshua about the great faith and powerful leadership of 

Joshua as he led the Israelites into Canaan and took possession of the land. 

 It tells us of many great miracles that God did so that the Israelites could possess the land. 

 The first city that they faced was Jericho which had high fortified walls that were impossible 

to breach, but God caused the great walls of Jericho to crumble without the Israelites having to 

do a single thing except shout. 

 There was one day that God stopped the sun for Joshua and his army so they could win that 

battle. 

 Another time God hurled hailstones from the sky to defeat the Canaanites on behalf of the 

Israelites. 

 God fought continually for the Israelites. 

 
1 2 Kings 18:3-4 
2 Romans 1:25 
3 Deuteronomy 32:48-52; 34:1-8; Numbers 27:12-23 
4 Exodus 33:11; Deuteronomy 34:10-12  
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 God instructed the Israelites to totally eradicate all the Canaanite tribes from Canaan and 

God handed all of their enemies over to them and they took possession of the land.1  

 The name of the country of Canaan was changed to Israel which it is called to this day after 

Jacob who was the father of the 12 tribes of Israel and whose name God changed to Israel. 

 Remember God told Abraham that he was giving the Canaanite people 400 years before he 

would punish them as their sin was still escalating and they were given an opportunity to 

repent and seek God. But they did not repent. 

 God also instructed the Israelites to destroy all the false gods of the Canaanites as God 

detests the idols and false gods that people worship and offer sacrifices to.2 

 So the bottom line is: The nation of Israel took possession of the land of Canaan and it 

became theirs. All of the land was divided amongst the 12 tribes of Israel. 

 Eventually, once the Israelites had settled in Israel, King Solomon built a structure which was 

called the Temple, and this temple replaced the tabernacle. 

 God allowed Solomon to do this and it was built in the city of Jerusalem. 

 Now I am about to give you a lot of information. Don’t worry if you can’t remember all of it 

because you can come back at a later date and review it if you wish. This info is just to give us 

an overview of what happened in Israel up until the time that the Saviour was born. 

 It will also introduce us to characters who we are going to meet in our New Testament study. 

 

 Picture Of Leaders Of Israel – Refer To This Picture When Needed As You Lead This Study 

 

 Now when the Israelites entered Israel, Joshua was their leader but after Joshua died, they 

were then led by leaders called Judges. 

 Altogether there were 15 key judges who ruled Israel over a period of around 300 years. 

Thirteen of these judges we can read about in the book of Judges which is the 7th book of the 

Bible.  

 We can read about the last two judges of Israel in the book of 1 Samuel, and they were Eli 

who was also a priest in the tabernacle and who judged Israel for 40 years, and Samuel who 

was a priest, a judge and a prophet.3 

 The names of the 15 Judges of Israel are: Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, Deborah, Gideon, 

Abimelech, Tola, Jair, Jephthah, Ibzan, Elon, Abdon, Samson, Eli and Samuel. 

 During the time of Samuel — the last of Israel’s judges — the Israelite people asked him to 

appoint a king for them like other countries had and their request was granted. 

 So Samuel appointed the first king of Israel, and until Samuel’s death, the Israelite people 

had a judge as well as a king. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 Deuteronomy 7:1-2; Joshua 21:43-45 
2 Numbers 33:50-56 
3 1 Samuel 4:18; 7:15 
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 The first king of the Israelites was Saul who was from the tribe of Benjamin and he ruled for 

40 years. 

 The second king was David who was from the tribe of Judah and he also ruled for 40 years. 

King David is the most famous king of Israel and God loved him greatly. 

 David was a sinner just like us and he did a lot of bad things including ordering a murder 

and committing adultery, but each of these sins were paid for and forgiven because of his 

trust in the coming Saviour. 

 The third king was Solomon, one of David’s sons, and he also ruled for 40 years and it was 

he who constructed the temple in Jerusalem. 

 

 After King Solomon’s death the kingdom of Israel was divided because ten of the twelve 

tribes of Israel rejected Solomon's son Rehoboam as their king. These 10 rebel tribes formed a 

separate kingdom north of Jerusalem and this Northern Kingdom was called Israel, and Samaria 

eventually became its capital city. 

 The Southern Kingdom was called Judah, and it consisted of the tribes of Judah and 

Benjamin, and its capital was Jerusalem. 

 The kings in the Southern Kingdom all came from the bloodline of Judah. 

 The promised Saviour also came from the line of Judah. 

 Altogether during the period of the kings, there were around 42 kings and 1 queen who 

ruled Israel. 

 When the kings followed God, their kingdoms were greatly blessed, and they prospered and 

had victory over their enemies. 

 However, many of the kings did not follow God and they set up idol worship and worshiped 

created things rather than the Creator, and they did many other evil things, and when these 

kings ruled, God’s curse was upon them and their kingdoms suffered. 

 None of the kings of the Northern Kingdom followed God and only eight of the kings of the 

Southern Kingdom followed God.  

 As a result, God eventually had the Northern Kingdom taken captive by the Assyrians and 

about 148 years later he had the Southern Kingdom taken into captivity by the Babylonians.1 

 After being in exile for 70 years, the Jewish people who were exiled to Babylon were able to 

start returning to Israel but not all of them returned.2  

 There were three waves of returning exiles: Zerubbabel led the first group in about 538 BC, 

Ezra led the second group in about 457 BC, and Nehemiah led the third group in about 445 BC.  

 

 When Jesus came to earth, God still had his prophets teaching the Israelites. There was a 

prophetess called Ana, a prophet called Simeon and a very famous prophet called John the 

Baptist among others. But by this time there were also established religious leaders in Israel who 

were called Scribes, Pharisees and Sadducees. 

 

 

 

 
1 2 Kings 17:3-6; 18:11-12; 24:14; 25:11; 1 Chronicles 5:25-26; 9:1 
2 Jeremiah 29:10 
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 The word scribe means to write, and the scribes originally existed as secretaries to the kings 

and to other officials and they made copies of God’s Word. But during the years of captivity, they 

came to be recognized as spiritual leaders, because they spent so much time making copies of 

the scriptures, and hence were very knowledgeable in God’s Law. 

 They were also called “Teachers of the Law.” 

 Most of the Scribes were from the tribe of Levi.1 

 

 The Pharisees were a religious sect that arose from the scribes. 

 They were also a political force, very popular with the people and holding to the strictest 

adherence to the Law including many laws and traditions that they made up themselves. The 

sect of the Pharisees was formed in about 167 BC. 

 

 The Sadducees were also a religious faction who had great political power and most of the 

members of the Sanhedrin were Sadducees. 

 The Sanhedrin had 71 members and was the Israelite council of leaders. 

 The sect of the Sadducees originated in around 167 BC, and mostly arose from the priests 

and aristocrats of Israel. They were very political and as a whole did not follow God. 

 They were more interested in wealth and power. 

 Although many of the Scribes, Pharisees and Sadducees were evil and their hearts were far 

from God, as always there was a remnant who believed God and who were waiting for the 

promised Saviour and they were greatly used by God. 

 

 The temple was still in existence at the time of Jesus, and the priests were still offering the 

sacrifices and keeping the feasts, but it had become futile because their hearts were far from 

God and they had turned it into a big business. The Jewish people also had important structures 

called synagogues, where they met on the Sabbath day for reading of the scriptures and where 

the young boys were schooled. 

 

 The Roman Empire ruled the world at the time of Jesus’ birth and Israel was occupied and 

governed by the Romans. 

 
1 1 Chronicles 2:55; Nehemiah 8:1; Jeremiah 36:4 


