Episode 23
The Tabernacle – 2
Review
 Ok, so God brought the Israelite people out of slavery in Egypt and brought them to Mt Sinai
where he gave them the Ten Commandments as well as the 603 or so other laws pertaining to
every aspect of the Israelites’ lives.
 We learnt as we studied the Ten Commandments that no one can be justified by keeping the
law but rather the law shows us that we are sinners and that we need salvation.
 We also learnt in our last episode that God told Moses to build a tabernacle and this was
where God lived amongst the Israelite people. The twelve tribes of Israel all pitched their tents
around the tabernacle, and it was the centre of their lives.
 We briefly studied about each part of the tabernacle and its courtyard including the bronze
altar and the bronze basin for washing.
 We also talked about the Day of Atonement which was a very important day each year when
the high priest was allowed to go into God’s room to put blood on the mercy seat. This action
each year held back God’s wrath for yet another year as the world awaited the coming of the
promised Saviour who would make the final and real sacrifice to pay for man’s sin.
 We also did a quick survey of the book of Leviticus which was the Levite’s handbook on how
to run the tabernacle.
 We saw that there were many rules pertaining to the tabernacle recorded in the book of
Leviticus and that these rules are not to be applied to churches as they were only for the
tabernacle.
 For example, the food restrictions in Leviticus chapter 11 were given to the Jewish people
and not to us Gentiles and it is a mistake to take these rules which were not for us and try to
make them part of Christianity.
 There are a few more things that I want us to look at about the tabernacle before we move
on.

The Earthly Tabernacle Was Patterned After The Heavenly Tabernacle
 Let’s read a few verses.
 Exodus 25:9
Make this tabernacle and all its furnishings exactly like the pattern I will show you.
 So God told Moses that he had to make the tabernacle and all its furnishings, EXACTLY as he
had dictated. It had to be exact with no deviations!
 Let’s read on to see if the Israelites did what God had told Moses to do.
 Exodus 39:42-43
The Israelites had done all the work just as the LORD had commanded Moses. Moses inspected
the work and saw that they had done it just as the LORD had commanded. So Moses blessed
them.
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 So the tabernacle was made exactly as God had instructed.
 Why do you think it was so important that all the dimensions and furniture and everything
about the tabernacle was built exactly to God’s design?
 Let’s read from God’s word to see what the reason is.
 Hebrews 8:5
They serve at a sanctuary that is a copy and shadow of what is in heaven. This is why Moses was
warned when he was about to build the tabernacle: “See to it that you make everything
according to the pattern shown you on the mountain.”
 So the tabernacle that Moses built had to be exactly like God instructed as it was patterned
after the tabernacle that is in heaven — a heavenly tabernacle that was set up by the Lord and
not by man.1
 This heavenly tabernacle has a high priest who serves in it, and that high priest is Jesus.
 It has a curtain and it has a living place of God just like the Holy of Holies in the earthly
tabernacle. The Holy of Holies is also called the Most Holy Place.
 But Jesus the great high priest did not sacrifice lambs and bulls and other animals like the
priests who served in the earthly tabernacle, but he sacrificed his own body and then he laid his
own blood before God the Father to pay for our sins, and God was satisfied and accepted the
payment.
 And then Jesus sat down at the right hand of God as his work was finished.
 The earthly priests could never sit down as their work was never finished — there was always
another sacrifice to offer.
 But Jesus just offered the ONE sacrifice which was his own body and it was payment once
and for all, for all the sins of all people who would trust in him.
 On the cross as Jesus was about to die, he called out, “It is FINISHED!”
 Let’s read a few more verses from Hebrews about what Jesus did.
 Hebrews 9:11-12
When Christ came as high priest of the good things that are already here, he went through the
greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not man-made, that is to say, not a part of this
creation. He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most
Holy Place once for all by his own blood, having obtained eternal redemption.
 So Jesus Christ is the high priest.
 He passed through the first room of the tabernacle, past the table with the 12 loaves of
bread, past the lampstand, past the altar of incense and through the curtain.
 And he went into the Most Holy Place which is God’s room carrying blood — his own blood.
 Now in that room, God lived above the mercy seat which is between the two cherubim on
top of the ark of the covenant.2
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 And through the one and only sacrifice that Jesus made of his own body and blood, he
obtained eternal redemption — and his death was never to be repeated.
 Redemption means to be set free by the payment of a price and Jesus redeemed us with his
own blood.
 He had made the payment of death so that we could live, so that we could be set free.
 Let’s read on.
 Hebrews 10:11-14
And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can
never take away sins. But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat
down at the right hand of God, waiting from that time until his enemies should be made a
footstool for his feet. For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being
sanctified.
 Aaron’s descendants who served in the earthly tabernacle could never sit down but had to
continually stand as they repeatedly offered the same sacrifices which could never take away
sins.
 Their sacrifices went on and on and on.
 Their sacrifices were just a picture of the real sacrifice, Jesus.
 Once Jesus had offered himself as a sacrifice, a single time, he sat down as it was finished!
 Hebrews 9:24-26
For Christ did not enter a man-made sanctuary that was only a copy of the true one; he entered
heaven itself, now to appear for us in God’s presence. Nor did he enter heaven to offer himself
again and again, the way the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood that is
not his own. Then Christ would have had to suffer many times since the creation of the world.
But now he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice
of himself.
 Jesus did not enter the replica of the heavenly tabernacle that was here on earth, but he
entered the real tabernacle in heaven.
 Again, God tells us in these verses that Jesus only sacrificed himself once. He does not die on
the anniversary of his death each year.
 Jesus died one time only and now he is alive and will never die again.
 You may remember the curtain in the tabernacle, and that it represented our sin which
separated us from God. Let’s read what happened to the curtain when Jesus died.
 Mark 15:37-38
And Jesus uttered a loud cry and breathed his last. And the curtain of the temple was torn in
two, from top to bottom.
 As Jesus died, the curtain in the tabernacle was ripped from top to bottom as the way to God
was opened and we can now enter because Jesus suffered on that cruel cross for us.
 Let’s read another verse.
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 2 Corinthians 5:21
For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.
 God made his Son Jesus to be sin and then he punished that sin so that we could be forgiven.
 Jesus was made to be the curtain and then when he was punished with death, God tore the
curtain to show that he accepted Jesus payment of our sin and that the way to him is now
open.
 He wants you, and he wants you to want him, and he wants you to come to him for
salvation!
 Hebrews 10:19-25
Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, by
the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, and
since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full
assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies
washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he
who promised is faithful. And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works,
not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all
the more as you see the Day drawing near.
 We can enter God’s presence through Jesus.
 He opened the way for us!
 We enter because of his blood.
 We enter through the curtain which is his body.
 We have a great high priest who represents us to God.
 We can trust him.
 So let’s come to him and stand fast and never doubt.
 And let’s encourage one another to follow him and never stop meeting together until he
returns for us.
 Now in closing, I want to mention that there are some religious groups that claim that a
person can come to God and obtain forgiveness for their sins through the priests.
 When people go to these priests and confess their sin, the priests give them penance to do
for their sins, and then the priest forgives their sins. Or so they say!
 But the problem is that nobody can forgive sin apart from Jesus.
 Let’s read what Jesus says about this.
 1 Timothy 2:5
For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,
 If we want our sin to be forgiven, if we want to be joined back to God and if we want to spend
eternity in heaven, then we need to come to Jesus for this and not to a mere man who was also
born a sinner just like us.
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 No person, not even a priest of the highest order, can forgive your sin. Only Jesus has that
authority, that power and that ability.1
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