Episode 22
The Tabernacle – 1
Review
 Ok, so God bought the Israelite people out of slavery in Egypt and bought them to Mt Sinai
where he gave them the law.
 The law showed the Israelites that they were all sinners and that they needed to trust in
Jesus so that they could be saved. This is true for us as well.
 The law also, if the Israelites followed it, would help them to be Godly and to live quality
lives, and this is true for us as well.
 The law is like a thermal gun that shows us that we are sick and broken and then we seek
forgiveness from God and God gives us life based on the death of his Son which paid for our
sin.
 Our other illustration of the law was the mirror which shows us that we need to clean our
faces with a cloth. Jesus is like that cloth as he cleans us up by taking away our sin and he gives
us acceptance with God.
 We learnt that God doesn’t want us to worship or pray to any spirit, or to the souls of dead
people or to any other part of his creation. He wants us totally for himself and he wants us to
revere him and show him total respect and not to use his name in vain.
 He wants us to have good relationships with our parents and with our fellow man and we
are not to steal nor to covet other people’s possessions nor to give false testimony about our
fellow man and we are not to take a person’s life or to commit adultery.
 If we can live out these laws in our lives, we will be greatly blessed as our relationship with
God and with our fellow man will be beautiful.
 But although the law is good and will help us, it can’t save us as only Jesus can save us.
Note to the study leader — read Exodus chapter 32 so that you can be fully informed about
all that you are going to cover in this episode.
P.S. to the study leader — if you can also read Exodus chapters 33–40 and the entire book of
Leviticus, it would be extremely beneficial to you as you lead this study. Try to do it.

The Golden Calf
 Now in the last episode the Israelites told God that they would do everything that he
commanded them to do and I told you that I was not very optimistic.
 Moses spent 40 days and 40 nights up on Mt Sinai with God and after he had been gone for
a few days, the Israelites at the bottom of the mountain started saying that they didn’t know
what had happened to Moses and they asked Aaron to make some gods for them. So Aaron
made an idol in the shape of a golden calf.
Picture Of The Golden Calf
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 The Israelites began to worship this golden calf and to dance around it and to claim that it
was this calf who had brought them out of their slavery in Egypt. And as they worshiped this
calf, they were feasting, drinking, singing, dancing and partying without restraint.
 They quickly forgot all the great miracles that God had done to deliver them out of Egypt,
and in their futile minds they began to worship this idol that Aaron had made with his own
hands.
 So God sent Moses back down the mountain to the Israelites and when Moses saw what
they were doing, he burnt the golden calf and ground it into a powder which he put into their
water and made them drink. Moses then asked who was on the Lord’s side, and all the Levites
gathered around him, and Moses told them to arm themselves with swords and go through the
camp and kill those who were still out of control. About 3,000 of the Israelite people were killed
that day.
 You can read about this whole event in Exodus chapter 32 and it would be good to read this
for homework. I have skipped over quite a few things in this chapter as I just wanted to
illustrate how futile their commitment was to God when they said they would do all that he told
them to do.
 You know, we are just like the Israelites. We often make promises just to break them. We can
be thankful that God is not like us, but he is faithful, and he did what he promised and sent his
Son to take away our sin.

The Construction Of The Tabernacle
 Now we have been studying what is commonly called the “Ten Commandments,” but there
were many more things apart from the ten commandments that God instructed Moses about
during the 40 days and 40 nights that he was with God on Mt Sinai.
 During this time God also gave Moses instructions to build a structure that was to be called
the tabernacle.
Picture of the Tabernacle
 This was a tent like structure that could be dismantled and carried as the Israelites journeyed
towards the promised land, and re-assembled whenever they stopped.
 The tabernacle is a huge topic and we could spend a lot of time studying about the
tabernacle in-depth, but I am just going to share what I feel are the some of the most
important points about the tabernacle.
 One thing that I want you to take note of as we study about the tabernacle, is that it was
NOT a church. You are about to see this very clearly.
 The tabernacle was a place where God lived among the Israelite people.
 It was not for the Gentiles and in fact Gentiles could not go into the tabernacle.
 It was a place of pain and sacrifice and death and a place where payment for sin took place.
 It was a place where blood flowed and there was a stench of death there.
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 The whole tabernacle area including the courtyard was 50 metres long and 25 metres wide. It
had a high linen wall about 7 feet tall surrounding the courtyard so that nobody could see into
the tabernacle area unless they entered through the single door.1
 Yes, the tabernacle enclosure just had one entrance and if you wanted to approach God who
lived in the tabernacle itself, you had to go through that ONE door.
 ONE door into the ark, ONE door into heaven — all pictures of Jesus. Only ONE way!
 Now the Levites were the tribe of Israel chosen to serve God in the tabernacle.
Picture Of Jacob’s Family
 No Australian, Japanese, Filipino or any other Gentile of any description could be one of
these servants of the tabernacle who were called Priests. Only Levites, or descendants of Levi
could serve in the tabernacle.
 Aaron was a descendant of Levi and he was the first high priest appointed. There was a high
priest or head priest and then other priests who helped him.
 Aaron had 4 sons: Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. They were priests along with their
father Aaron.
 Aaron had to wear an ephod and a breastplate. The ephod was beautiful and was worn like
an apron over the top of Aaron’s priestly robe. There was a precious stone on each shoulder of
the ephod and on these stones was engraved the 12 names of the 12 sons of Israel or 12 tribes
of Israel — six on each stone. The breastplate was embedded with 12 precious stones, each
engraved with one of the names of the 12 sons of Israel and it was fastened onto the ephod
over Aaron’s chest.
 This was a tabernacle for the Jewish people and when Aaron served in the tabernacle, he
represented them and bore their names before the Lord on his shoulders and against his heart.
 God wanted Aaron to wear elaborate clothing and each piece of his priestly clothing was
prescribed and designed by God, and Moses had all the clothing for the priests made exactly as
God had instructed.2
 The 12 tribes of Israel had to construct their tents on the 4 sides of the tabernacle. The
tabernacle was centre of their lives.3
 When the priests entered the tabernacle enclosure to serve God, they had to go past the
bronze altar and straight to the bronze washing basin. There they would wash their hands and
their feet as if they did not do this, God would kill them.4
 God was VERY specific in how they were to act, and they had to do exactly as he said.
 The bronze altar was made of acacia wood covered with bronze and was a place of death. On
this altar, animals were offered as burnt sacrifices to God to cover the Israelite’s sin until the
ultimate sacrifice would be made which would be Christ himself.5
 These sacrifices were to continue until Jesus came to earth and offered himself as the final
sacrifice for sin for his people the Israelites, and for each of us who will trust him.
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 Now when the priests went past the bronze altar and the bronze washing basin, they came to
a tent with 2 rooms in it. This was the actual tabernacle or tent where God lived.1
 In the first room which was called the Holy Place, there was a table made of acacia wood
covered with gold. On this table there were 12 loaves of bread. This bread was called the bread
of the Presence or showbread, and each loaf represented one of the tribes of Israel, so hence
there were 12 loaves.2
 There was no loaf of bread to represent us Gentiles as this was a tabernacle for the Jews.
 I repeat, the tabernacle was not a church.
 You didn’t go there to sing and clap and drink coffee and see your friends, but you went
there to make a sacrifice which was generally a blood sacrifice for your sin.
 In that first room there was also a lampstand made from pure gold that had 7 lamps on it and
Aaron and his sons would light these each evening and then put them out each morning. And
there was special oil used in them.3
 In that first room there was also an altar for burning incense on and it was also made of
acacia wood and covered with gold. The priests burnt incense on this altar while they were
tending the lamps as this is what God had instructed.
 God also gave the recipe for the incense to be burnt and it had to be followed exactly.4
 There was a thick curtain that separated the 2 rooms in this tent as God lived in the 2nd room
and if anybody went into it, God would kill them.
 So the curtain was a barrier that God had put up that said, “You cannot come in here as you
are sinners and I am holy. If you come close to me, you will die!”
 This curtain was symbolic of our sin which separates us from God.
 Now inside the second or inner room of the tabernacle, which was called the Holy of Holies,
there was an ark which was a chest made from acacia wood and covered with pure gold. And on
each end of the ark there was a golden angel or cherubim. And these 2 cherubim had their wings
up in the air and they were looking down to the top of the ark, like they were looking for
something.
 And it was here on top of the ark between the 2 cherubim that God lived.
 This second room was a type of heaven on earth — it was God’s dwelling place amongst the
Israelites.
 Where God is there are always angels, so in this room which was called the “Holy of Holies,”
God lived and with him were his angels. These two cherubim were not idols, they were not
prayed to, they were not worshipped, nobody could even see them.
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 Inside the ark were the stone tablets that had the ten commandments written on them, a jar
of manna that spoke of God’s provision for the Israelites and also Aaron’s staff which had
budded and almonds had grown on it, in a miracle that God did.1
 Now if anybody touched the ark, they would die. There was a time that the ark seemed like it
was going to fall as the ox that was pulling the cart with the ark on it stumbled, so a guy
reached out to steady the ark and he died immediately.2
 When the Israelites travelled, they carried the ark by 2 poles that passed through 4 rings on
the sides of the ark, as they could not touch the actual ark.3
 Now the name of the craftsman who headed up the construction of the tabernacle according
to the plans that God had given to Moses was Bezalel. He used his God-given gifts to serve God.
A beautiful thing for a person to do — to serve God with our gifts that he gives to us.
 All the materials and gold that were used to make the tabernacle were given by the Israelite
people and in fact the time came when Moses had to tell them to stop giving as they had given
sufficient to do all the work on the tabernacle and more.4
 When all the components of the tabernacle were completed, the tabernacle was assembled.
Let’s read about this event.
 Exodus 40:1-16, 34-38
1 Then the LORD said to Moses: “Set up the tabernacle, the Tent of Meeting, on the first day of
the first month. Place the ark of the Testimony in it and shield the ark with the curtain. Bring in
the table and set out what belongs on it. Then bring in the lampstand and set up its lamps. Place
the gold altar of incense in front of the ark of the Testimony and put the curtain at the entrance
to the tabernacle.
6 “Place the altar of burnt offering in front of the entrance to the tabernacle, the Tent of
Meeting; place the basin between the Tent of Meeting and the altar and put water in it. Set up
the courtyard around it and put the curtain at the entrance to the courtyard.
9 “Take the anointing oil and anoint the tabernacle and everything in it; consecrate it and all its
furnishings, and it will be holy. Then anoint the altar of burnt offering and all its utensils;
consecrate the altar, and it will be most holy. Anoint the basin and its stand and consecrate
them.
12 “Bring Aaron and his sons to the entrance to the Tent of Meeting and wash them with water.
Then dress Aaron in the sacred garments, anoint him and consecrate him so he may serve me as
priest. Bring his sons and dress them in tunics. Anoint them just as you anointed their father, so
they may serve me as priests. Their anointing will be to a priesthood that will continue for all
generations to come.” Moses did everything just as the LORD commanded him.
34 Then the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.
Moses could not enter the Tent of Meeting because the cloud had settled upon it, and the glory
of the LORD filled the tabernacle.
36 In all the travels of the Israelites, whenever the cloud lifted from above the tabernacle, they
would set out; but if the cloud did not lift, they did not set out—until the day it lifted. So the
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cloud of the LORD was over the tabernacle by day, and fire was in the cloud by night, in the sight
of all the house of Israel during all their travels.
 So the tabernacle was assembled and God descended on it in the form of the cloud and dwelt
in it.
 And when the cloud would move on, the Israelites would dismantle the tabernacle and
follow the cloud. And when the cloud stopped, the Israelites would re-assemble the tabernacle.

The Operation Of The Tabernacle
 Does anybody remember the meaning of the word “Genesis” which is the first book of God’s
Word?
 It means “beginnings” or “origins” as the book talks about the origin of the world and of so
many other beginnings.
 Does anybody remember the meaning of the word “Exodus” which is the second book of
God’s Word?
 It means a “mass departure” and the book of Exodus is called this as it talks about the
exodus of God’s people out of slavery in Egypt.
 In this book of Exodus, God also tells us the dimensions and instructions for the tabernacle,
and all about its construction.
 Now the third book of God’s Word is called “Leviticus.” Why do you think it is called this
name?
 Because the task of the day to day operations of the tabernacle and of caring for the
tabernacle was given to the Levites — and the priesthood of the tabernacle was given to Aaron,
great grandson of Levi, and to Aaron’s descendants.1
 Hence this book in God’s Word was named after their tribe.
Picture Of Jacob’s Family
 Leviticus is the handbook or book of instructions on how the Levitical priests were to
function and how they were to run the tabernacle.
 I am going to give you a rough outline of all that is in this book of Leviticus and you will see
that it is all about the Israelites and the way they came to God at the tabernacle.
 Sometimes different church groups mistakenly try to apply the instructions of Leviticus to
their churches, a mistake that can be avoided if we understand what the book of Leviticus is all
about.
 Leviticus chapters 1–7 tell us about all the different sacrifices that the Israelites were to make
to God.
 Sometimes it was an animal sacrifice, like an ox or a goat or a lamb, or even some types of
birds if you were poor. Other sacrifices were things like grain, flour or oil.
 This is once again a huge topic so if you are interested to know more about the sacrifices
that the Israelites brought to the tabernacle, then read Leviticus chapters 1–7.
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 The main sacrifices were animal and blood sacrifices and when an Israelite would bring his
sacrifice to the tabernacle, the sacrificial animal would be killed at the entrance and he would
place his hand upon the animal’s head as it was killed, which had the meaning – “I should be
the one dying as I am the sinner but this animal is dying in my place.” It was a sign of
identification.
 The priest would then most times, sprinkle its blood on the sides of the bronze altar and
then burn it upon the altar and God would smell the smell of the burning animal and be
pleased, as it was a picture of the real one who was going to be sacrificed which was his Son,
and just the very thought of Jesus dying for our sin gave God great joy.
 The Levites could eat the meat from some of these sacrifices so this gave them food to eat
and nobody could work in the tabernacle apart from the Levites and no sacrifices could be
made to God apart from there at the tabernacle. There was only ONE tabernacle.
 Once again, I will stress that the Israelite people were the ones who brought sacrifices to the
tabernacle, although God did make provision for strangers who came into their land and
wanted to worship him.1
 In Leviticus chapter 8 we read about Aaron and his sons being ordained for their ministry in
the tabernacle.
 Leviticus chapter 9 tells of the first animals sacrificed at the tabernacle.
 They killed a young bull, a ram, a goat, a lamb and they sacrificed them along with some
grain and oil. They burnt the animals on the altar and poured blood at the base of the altar and
then God showed his approval. Let’s read about this.
 Leviticus 9:23-24
And Moses and Aaron went into the tent of meeting, and when they came out they blessed the
people, and the glory of the LORD appeared to all the people. And fire came out from before the
LORD and consumed the burnt offering and the pieces of fat on the altar, and when all the
people saw it, they shouted and fell on their faces.
 So God sent fire out from his presence to the bronze altar and the sacrifices were consumed
immediately.
 The Israelites shouted with amazement and then fell on their faces probably with a mixture
of awe and fear and worship.
 In Leviticus chapter 10 we read about Nadab and Abihu, two of Aaron’s sons. They went into
the tabernacle and burnt incense, but they did not follow God’s instructions, so God sent fire out
from his dwelling place and killed them.
 God is a very serious God and when he says something, he really means it!
 We need to take careful note of what God says and we need to obey him.
 God tells us in his Word that “the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.”2
 And then Moses told Aaron and his remaining two sons not to let their hair become unkept
or to wear torn clothing into the tabernacle or God would kill them also.
1
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 In Leviticus chapter 11 God gave dietary restrictions to the Israelite people, and if they
violated these restrictions then they would become unclean.
 Now these restrictions were not given to the Gentile people. So if you are an American or an
Australian or a Chinese or Filipino, when you read these dietary restrictions, understand that
they were not given for you as we are Gentiles and these restrictions were for the Israelites.
 The Israelites were given these dietary restrictions, but the Gentiles continued to eat all
animals just as Noah had been instructed by God after the global flood.
 The Israelites were forbidden to eat camels, pigs, rats, bats, rabbits, fish that did not have
scales or fins, lizards, crows, owls, eagles and things that crawled on the ground and other
animals as well.
 They were permitted to eat grasshoppers, crickets, sheep, cattle and lots of other animals.
 These food restrictions that God put upon the Israelite people were abolished when Jesus
came to earth, and we will read about this in God’s Word in a future episode.1
 Leviticus chapter 12 says that Israelite women became unclean when they give birth.
 If they had a son, they were unclean for 7 days but could not go to the tabernacle for 41
days.
 If they had a daughter, they were unclean for 14 days but could not go to the tabernacle for
66 days.
 Women were unclean during their monthly cycles and if anybody touched anything that a
menstruating woman touched, that person would also be unclean.
 Leviticus chapters 13–15 covers infectious skin diseases and other sicknesses of the Israelites.
The priests had to check people with skin problems and sometimes they would be quarantined
until they had recovered.
 But if they had a sickness that would not recover such as leprosy, they had to live outside of
the camp, they had to wear torn clothes, they had to leave their hair unkept and cover the
lower part of their faces and call out “unclean, unclean” if they came near other people.
 Mildew was not permitted either and clothing and housing had to be destroyed if the
mildew could not be eradicated from them.
 Leviticus chapter 16 tells us about the Day of Atonement.
 On this day each year the high priest would enter beyond the curtain to the holy of holies
and sprinkle blood on the “mercy seat” where God’s presence was, which was the place on the
top of the ark between the two cherubim.
 This was the only time that the high priest could go into the holy of holies and he would
have to burn a lot of incense at this time so it produced a lot of smoke so that he could not see
the mercy seat or he would die.
 Jewish tradition says that a silk rope was tied to the high priest’s ankle in case he was struck
down by God and needed to be pulled out.
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 Leviticus chapter 17 tells us that it was forbidden for the Israelites to eat blood as life was in
the blood.
 There were to be no sacrifices offered to God apart from at the tabernacle.
 And they could not eat an animal that they found dead or they would be unclean.
 Most times when the Israelite people did something that made them unclean it was just for
that one day as they would be clean again once nightfall came.
 Leviticus chapter 18 is about types of sexual acts that God forbade.
 Sex with someone who was a close relative was forbidden.
 Adultery was forbidden.
 Sacrificing one’s children to idols was forbidden.
 God declared homosexuality to be detestable.
 Sex with animals was a perversion.
 In fact, God says in this chapter that the Canaanites were to be driven out of Canaan due to
them indulging in all of these detestable sins.
 Leviticus chapter 19 has a great number of laws covering many topics such as dishonesty,
cheating, prostitution right down to forbidding the planting of two different types of seed in the
same field or making a piece of clothing from two types of material.
 Have a read of this chapter as it is very interesting to read through.
 Leviticus chapter 20 went over quite a few different punishments for sins.
 If the Israelites sacrificed their child to an idol, they would be punished with death.
 If they cursed their parents, they would be punished with death.
 Adultery was punishable with death.
 Homosexuality and most of the other sexual sins were punishable with death.
 Spiritual mediums and spiritists were to be punished with death.
 Leviticus chapters 21–27 tells of the following:
 Instructions and regulations for the priests such as not being able to shave their heads, not
being able to go close to a dead person apart from close family and many other laws.
 Information about the Israelite feasts.
 Israelite Sabbath rules.
 The year of Jubilee.
 And information about many other laws.
 So this brings us to the end of Leviticus which was a handbook or instruction book for the
Levites who were the priests of Israel and who cared for the tabernacle.
 All up it has been counted that there are 613 laws in the Mosaic law which God gave to
Moses on Mt Sinai — not just the ten commandments.
 The Mosaic law was comprehensive and was very precise and exact.
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 Today we live in the age of grace.
 God is not going to execute you if you commit adultery or other sins.
 God is holding out salvation to each of us. He is saying, “come, taste and see that the Lord is
good.”
 In the next episode we are going to see why God was so precise with his instructions on how
Moses was to construct the tabernacle.
 It is going to be a really good study!
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