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Episode 21 

The Law Of Moses 
 

Review 

 Ok, so God brought the Israelite people out of slavery in Egypt. 

 The Israelites’ hearts were very hard. Many of them even carried idols with them when they 

came out of Egypt and were worshipping false gods.1 

 Worshipping false gods became a curse for many of the Israelite people for a lot of 

generations. 

 When people worship idols, it becomes a barrier that prevents them from coming to Jesus 

and from believing him and getting saved. They trust their false god instead. 

 

 Now because the Israelites’ hearts were so hard, they had a really hard time trusting God. 

 When they got to the Red Sea, they complained against God, but God parted the sea and 

they passed through it on dry ground, leaving behind the destroyed Egyptian army. 

 When they became hungry and needed food, they complained against God again, but God 

gave them meat and bread to eat. 

 When there was no water and they were thirsty, they once again complained against God, 

but God gave them abundant water from the Rock, and their thirst was quenched. 

 

 Now the bread from heaven — the manna — is a picture of Jesus as both equate to life, but 

we will talk more about this in a future episode. 

 The passage through the Red Sea is also a picture:  

 Jesus gives you a way when there is no way, he did it for the Israelites and he will do it for 

you. 

 He brings people out of slavery and oppression and he gives them freedom. 

 

 Jesus is also the Rock. 

 He is the solid rock that you build your house on. 

 He is the solid rock that is the foundation of the church. 

 He was the actual rock in the wilderness that was struck, and water flowed from. 

 The Israelites had life because the rock was struck. 

 This rock was an exact picture of Jesus being struck when he was nailed to the cross to pay 

for our sin, and now people can come to Jesus and ask him for salvation and he gives it to them 

free of charge, with no strings attached. 

 Jesus died just ONE time, so when Moses struck the rock a second time and corrupted the 

picture of Jesus, God punished him as God is not tolerant of people changing pictorial 

prophecies about Jesus. 

 

 

 

 
1 Genesis 31:19; Exodus 32:4; Joshua 24:14-15; 1 Samuel 9:13; Acts 7:40-43 
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 We also learnt in the last episode that God instituted the Sabbath day for the Israelite people, 

to be a sign between him and them. 

 The Sabbath day was not given to the Gentile people. It was not given to the descendants of 

Japheth or Ham — to the Egyptians, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Australians, the Filipinos 

or to any other Gentile people. 

 It was given specifically to the Israelite people and nobody else. 

 Now for the Jewish people the Sabbath was a day of rest and was a picture of the rest that is 

in Jesus and in salvation. It was just a shadow of Jesus, but Jesus is the real rest. 

 For those of us who are Gentile believers in Jesus, God has not told us to keep the Sabbath 

which is from about 6 pm on a Friday to 6 pm on a Saturday, but he has told us to meet 

together as a church (a group of believers in Jesus), and from the time Jesus rose from the dead 

and returned to heaven, the church meeting has generally taken place on the first day of the 

week which is Sunday.1 

 However, if you want to meet on a different day then Sunday, that’s ok too as God says that 

each person is free to do as he wishes regarding days and that we are not to judge one 

another.2 

 Take care though to live each and every day for Jesus and not just one day a week. 

 

 So we saw that the Israelite people had very hard hearts. 

 What is God going to do to get their attention and reveal their sin to them? 

 

God Gives The Law 

 Note to the study leader — read Exodus chapters 19–20 so that you can be fully informed 

about all that you are going to cover in this episode. 

 Also bring a mirror and a thermal gun with you to help illustrate what you are about to teach.  

 

 Remember when God appeared to Moses in the burning bush and told him to return to Egypt 

to lead the Israelites out of slavery? Well at that time, God told Moses that he would bring him 

back to Mt. Sinai and this is exactly what God did! Moses and the Israelite people arrived at Mt. 

Sinai three months after they left Egypt. 

 God had something that he wanted to give to the Israelite people on this mountain. 

 Take note that what God is about to give on Mt Sinai, he is giving to the Israelite people and 

NOT to the Gentiles. 

 Let’s read what happened at Mt. Sinai. 

 

 Exodus 19:1-20 

1 In the third month after the Israelites left Egypt—on the very day—they came to the Desert of 

Sinai. After they set out from Rephidim, they entered the Desert of Sinai, and Israel camped there 

in the desert in front of the mountain. 

3 Then Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain and said, “This is 

what you are to say to the house of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel: ‘You 

yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought 

 
1 Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 16:1-2; Hebrews 4:9-11; 10:1, 25 
2 Romans 14:4-6; Colossians 2:16-17 
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you to myself. Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will 

be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom of 

priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.” 

7 So Moses went back and summoned the elders of the people and set before them all the 

words the LORD had commanded him to speak. The people all responded together, “We will do 

everything the LORD has said.” So Moses brought their answer back to the LORD. 

9 The LORD said to Moses, “I am going to come to you in a dense cloud, so that the people will 

hear me speaking with you and will always put their trust in you.” Then Moses told the LORD 

what the people had said. 

10 And the LORD said to Moses, “Go to the people and consecrate them today and tomorrow. 

Have them wash their clothes and be ready by the third day, because on that day the LORD will 

come down on Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people. Put limits for the people around the 

mountain and tell them, ‘Be careful that you do not go up the mountain or touch the foot of it. 

Whoever touches the mountain shall surely be put to death. He shall surely be stoned or shot 

with arrows; not a hand is to be laid on him. Whether man or animal, he shall not be permitted 

to live.’ Only when the ram’s horn sounds a long blast may they go up to the mountain.” 

14 After Moses had gone down the mountain to the people, he consecrated them, and they 

washed their clothes. Then he said to the people, “Prepare yourselves for the third day. Abstain 

from sexual relations.” 

16 On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightning, with a thick cloud over the 

mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast. Everyone in the camp trembled. Then Moses led the 

people out of the camp to meet with God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain. Mount 

Sinai was covered with smoke, because the LORD descended on it in fire. The smoke billowed up 

from it like smoke from a furnace, the whole mountain trembled violently, and the sound of the 

trumpet grew louder and louder. Then Moses spoke and the voice of God answered him. 

20 The LORD descended to the top of Mount Sinai and called Moses to the top of the mountain. 

So Moses went up. 

 

 Ok so God talked to Moses and sent a message to the Israelites telling them that if they 

obeyed him, he would bless them, and they would be his special people. 

 It is very clear here that God is talking to the house of Jacob — or Israel — not to us 

Gentiles. 

 And the Israelites answered that they would do everything that God wanted them to do. 

Everything! 

 Do you think they will obey God? 

 They don’t have a very good track record. 

 

 So God had the people consecrate themselves because in three days he was going to come 

down onto Mt. Sinai. 

 None of the Israelites nor any of their animals could go onto the mountain as if they did, 

they would be executed. 

 It seems like God was not looking on them very highly and did not want them to come close 

to him. 
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 On the 3rd day God came down onto Mt Sinai and the mountain quaked and was engulfed 

with fire. There was a tremendous amount of smoke and Moses walked up the mountain 

through the fire and smoke to meet with God. 

 Then God gave what we call the “Law” to Moses on the top of Mt. Sinai. 

 Now this law given to Moses was not a punishment but rather an excellent set of principles 

that one can live his life by. In fact, if you live the law out in your life you will be amazingly 

blessed. 

 Let’s read about this. 

 

Laws 1-3 

 Exodus 20:1-17 

1 And God spoke all these words: “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out 

of the land of slavery. 

3 “You shall have no other gods before me. 

4 “You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the 

earth beneath or in the waters below. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, 

the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the 

third and fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing love to a thousand generations 

of those who love me and keep my commandments. 

7 “You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone 

guiltless who misuses his name. 

 

 Ok so Laws 1, 2 and 3 are all about the Israelites’ relationship with God. 

 He did not want them to have any other gods apart from him. They were not to bow down 

to or to worship their false gods that they had brought out of Egypt. 

 He wanted his people, the Israelites, to love him and to be satisfied with him alone. 

 He did not want them to worship his creation but only him, their God and their Creator. 

 He did not want them to make an idol of any description, even one of him. God wanted 

them to worship him directly and have zero idols. NO IDOLS of any description, period! 

 Although these laws were given to the Israelites, Jesus also tells us these same things later 

on in the New Testament, so we need also to only worship God and to have no idols. 

 He does not want you praying to images nor to false gods nor to people: 

 Not even to people who are mentioned in the Bible such as Mary and Peter. They were good 

people but now, they are just dead people and they are not here, and they can’t even hear 

you. 

 Nor to any spirit or angel, or anything else that he has created. 

 God wants us to honour his name and not to use it in vain or as a curse word. He is holy and 

he is God and he wants this to be reflected in how we use his name. 

 God is telling us to worship him and if we do this we will be fulfilled, and he will complete us. 

 Worshipping God is the very best thing for us. 
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Law 4 

8 “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor, and do all your work,  

but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or 

your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the 

sojourner who is within your gates. For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, 

and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath 

day and made it holy. 

 

 Ok Law 4 is about the Sabbath, but don’t forget that the Sabbath was given for the Israelites 

and not the Gentiles and was instituted even before this set of laws was given. 

 For the Jews it was an important day and it still is today. 

 The Jews were instructed to rest, including their animals and any visitors or servants that 

were staying with them in their homes. 

 They could not work on this day, they were to stay at home, they could not light a fire which 

meant no cooking and the penalty for breaking the Sabbath was death.1 

 

Law 5 

12 “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the LORD 

your God is giving you. 

 

 God wanted the Israelites to honour their parents. He wants this for us too. It is good for us if 

we have a good relationship with our parents. It will give us joy. The law is good. 

 

Laws 6-10 

13 “You shall not murder. 

14 “You shall not commit adultery. 

15 “You shall not steal. 

16 “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his 

male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s.” 

 

 Laws 6-10 talks about how the Israelites were to treat their fellow man. This is how God wants 

us to treat our fellow man too. 

 God wants us to love our fellow man, to care for one other and to consider how our actions 

effect other people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 Exodus 16:29, 31:12-17; 35:2-3; Numbers 15:32-36 
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 To kill somebody, to take his life is horrendous. We are not God and we don’t have the right 

to take life. 

 To kill an unborn baby is also horrendous and needs to be rejected as an option for an 

unwanted pregnancy. If one conceives a baby, the baby needs to be delivered and loved and 

cared for. 

 The babe is a gift from God, and God forbids killing unborn children.1 

 An interesting fact in Korea and some other Asian countries is that they calculate the age of 

a child by the age from birth + 1 year as they realise the child’s life began upon conception 

which is true. 

 

 If we commit adultery, we destroy our very own families, hurt our kids and wife or husband 

and these hurts sometimes never go away. And then we hurt the person that we commit 

adultery with also. It is an evil act and very destructive for everybody. 

 

 God says don’t covet your neighbour’s wife or husband as that is where your sin will be 

conceived. 

 God says that we are to leave our neighbour’s possessions alone and we are not to covet 

them or steal them. 

 It is in the heart of man to take things that do not belong to him, including the partner of 

another person. We need to keep these things out of our hearts and guard against them.  

 We need to walk with God and learn to ask him for what we need. 

 We need to work hard, and we should never hurt our fellow man by stealing his things. 

 

 And be careful what you say about your neighbour as our words can damage greatly, 

especially when we lie. Don’t allow your mouth to destroy another person but love them and be 

kind to them. This is God’s command. 

 

The Purpose Of The Law 

 Ok so the law was given to Moses for the Israelites. 

 Although given specifically to the Israelites on Mt. Sinai, all of these laws are taught in the 

New Testament as standards for believers in Jesus to obey also, so today they are relevant for 

us Gentiles as well, us Gentiles who have put our trust in Jesus as our Saviour. 

 The only law that Jesus dismantled and did not command us to keep today is the Jewish 

Sabbath day. 

 All other laws are relevant for all of us today and are principles that God wants us to live out 

as they make our lives so much greater when we obey them. They are good for us. 

 

 Ok so I have a question to ask: 

 If we keep these laws will we be able to go to heaven? 

 If we could go to heaven by keeping the law, then Jesus would not have had to come and 

die on the cross for us, we could simply go to heaven by “being good”. 

 Besides we have all already broken these laws many times. 

 
1 Psalm 139:13 
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 We cannot go to heaven by keeping the law. Let’s read about this. 

 

 Romans 3:20 

For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law 

comes knowledge of sin. 

 

 Ok so although the law is good for us to strive to live out in our lives, it CANNOT save us. 

 Through the law, our sin is revealed to us. As we break God’s law — which we do and will 

continue to do — we come to understand that we are sinners and then we seek Jesus and the 

forgiveness that he offers. 

 So in a nutshell, God gave the law to show the Israelites and also to show us that we are 

sinners. And then we accept God’s solution for our sins, which is him becoming a man and 

paying our penalty of death by dying on the cross for us. 

 So the law points us to Jesus. 

 

 When you look in the mirror and see that you have a dirty face you don’t clean your face with 

the mirror. 

 You get a cloth and clean your face. 

 This illustrates the law and Jesus. The law is like the mirror and Jesus is like the cloth — he 

cleans everything up for us. 

 

 When the thermal gun says you have a fever, you don’t try to swallow the thermal gun. 

 You take some type of pain killer or seek other medical help. 

 The law is like the thermal gun and Jesus is like the medication. 

 

 Picture Of The Law 

 

 The law tells us that we are sinners but it cannot cure us or save us. It just tells us how bad we 

are. 

 Jesus is the answer and that is why God sent him to die for us. 

 He gave the law to show us we are sinners. 

 And then he came and died on the cross to provide us with a solution to deal with our sin so 

we can be reconciled to him and spend eternity in a good place when we die, with our great 

God.  

 

 Now you might think, “I’m not really that bad!” 

 Like, I haven’t killed anybody. 

 Yes, I may have coveted my neighbour’s things, maybe his wife or house of other 

possessions. 

 Yes, maybe I have fabricated some stories about people from time to time. 

 But I haven’t committed adultery or done other really bad things like murder or stealing. 

 Let’s have a look what God says about this. 
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 James 2:10 

For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become guilty of all of it. 

 

 So God says that if you have broken even one of his laws, that you have broken them all! 

 So it is not a matter of weighing up whether you have done more good than bad. 

 It is just a matter of recognising that we are sinners and needy. 

 We are all broken and all in need of salvation so we need to look to the ONE who all the 

prophets said would provide forgiveness of sins. 

 Let’s read another verse. 

 

 Romans 6:23 

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

 Now what God says here is super simple to understand. 

 We are all sinners and the punishment for our sin is death. All of us are under a death 

sentence. 

 However God’s gift is eternal life through his Son, Jesus. 

 Jesus himself paid our death penalty so we could be let off scot-free and God says that if we 

place our trust in Jesus, we are saved and will receive this eternal life. 

 Let’s read another verse that tells us this. 

 

 John 3:16 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 

perish but have eternal life. 

 

 God loves you! 

 He wants you. 

 He wants you to want him. 

 And the life that he is offering has no ending! 

 Just believe in his Son and you will have life. 


