Episode 20
The Rock Struck Once
Review
 Ok so we know that the Israelite people moved to Egypt during the 7-year famine as Joseph
was in control of the world’s food supply, his brothers came to him for food, and then Joseph
had his whole family move to Egypt.
 This took place to fulfil God’s prophecy to Abraham, because eventually the Israelites
became enslaved in Egypt for 400 years and during that period, Moses was born and grew up
in the palace of Pharaoh.
 When Moses became an adult, he chose to identify with the Israelite people and in doing so
turned his back on the treasures of Egypt. He preferred Christ to anything else on earth.
 Moses killed an Egyptian for beating a Hebrew and ran away to Midian as Pharaoh was
going to kill him. He was married there and after 40 years God had him return to Egypt to lead
the Israelite people out of slavery and to the promised land.
 God appeared to Moses in the form of a burning bush on Mt. Sinai, instructed him, gave him
different signs to authenticate himself to the Israelite leaders and revealed his name of “I AM.”
 Moses returned to Egypt and when Pharaoh refused to allow God’s people to leave Egypt,
God rained down 10 different plagues on the Egyptians which ultimately crushed them to the
point that Pharaoh hurried the Israelites out of Egypt and they were given all kinds of riches
and clothing, as anything they asked for was given to them.
 The Egyptians were in a great hurry for the Israelites to leave as they were totally
traumatised, and they thought that if the Israelites remained much longer that they would all
die.
 We also saw that in the final plague, God killed all the firstborn people and animals in Egypt,
including the son of Pharaoh who was looked on as a god and in line to be the next king. God
specifically homed in on the Egyptian gods when giving each of the 10 plagues.
 God detests people worshipping the creation rather than worshipping him — the Creator —
who is the origin and owner of all things.
 The Israelite firstborns were not killed in the final plague, as God told them that if they killed
a lamb and put its blood on their doors, that he would pass by their homes. They would be able
to hide behind the blood of the lamb and have life because the lamb died in their place.
 These Passover lambs were a picture of Jesus who is the real Lamb of God and whose blood
is applied to our lives when we believe in him. Jesus’ death gives us immunity from any
punishment as he was punished in our place. He died so that we could live.
 The Israelites were not allowed to break a single bone of the lambs that they killed, as these
lambs were a picture of Jesus, and when Jesus was killed, not a single one of his bones was
broken — so the picture that God was giving of his Son had to be reflected accurately and
exactly.
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The Exodus Out Of Egypt
Note to the study leader — it is important that you read Exodus chapters 13-18 so that you
can be fully informed about all that you are going to cover in this episode.
 Ok so the Israelites were hurried out of Egypt and they left along with the great wealth that
they had gotten from the Egyptians.
 Let’s read what happened next.
 Exodus 13:18-22
18 But God led the people around by the way of the wilderness toward the Red Sea. And the
people of Israel went up out of the land of Egypt equipped for battle.
19 Moses took the bones of Joseph with him, for Joseph had made the sons of Israel solemnly
swear, saying, “God will surely visit you, and you shall carry up my bones with you from here.”
20 And they moved on from Succoth and encamped at Etham, on the edge of the wilderness.
And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead them along the way, and by
night in a pillar of fire to give them light, that they might travel by day and by night. The pillar of
cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night did not depart from before the people.
Picture Of The Pillar Of Fire
 So when the Israelites left Egypt, Moses took Joseph’s bones with him to bury in Canaan
when they arrived there.
 God led the Israelites in the form of a pillar or column of cloud in the daytime and a pillar of
fire in the night. God went before them and guided and protected them and whenever God
moved on in the form of the pillar, the Israelite people followed. When God stopped, they
stopped.1 Let’s continue reading.

God Parts The Red Sea
 Exodus 14:5-31
5 When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, the mind of Pharaoh and his
servants was changed toward the people, and they said, “What is this we have done, that we
have let Israel go from serving us?” So he made ready his chariot and took his army with him,
and took six hundred chosen chariots and all the other chariots of Egypt with officers over all of
them. And the LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued the people of
Israel while the people of Israel were going out defiantly. The Egyptians pursued them, all
Pharaoh’s horses and chariots and his horsemen and his army, and overtook them encamped at
the sea, by Pi-hahiroth, in front of Baal-zephon.
10 When Pharaoh drew near, the people of Israel lifted up their eyes, and behold, the Egyptians
were marching after them, and they feared greatly. And the people of Israel cried out to the
LORD. They said to Moses, “Is it because there are no graves in Egypt that you have taken us
away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us in bringing us out of Egypt? Is not this
what we said to you in Egypt: ‘Leave us alone that we may serve the Egyptians’? For it would
have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.”
1

Exodus 14:19; Numbers 9:17
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13 And Moses said to the people, “Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the LORD, which
he will work for you today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see again. The
LORD will fight for you, and you have only to be silent.”
15 The LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry to me? Tell the people of Israel to go forward. Lift
up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the people of Israel may
go through the sea on dry ground. And I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they
shall go in after them, and I will get glory over Pharaoh and all his host, his chariots, and his
horsemen. And the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I have gotten glory over
Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen.”
19 Then the angel of God who was going before the host of Israel moved and went behind
them, and the pillar of cloud moved from before them and stood behind them, coming between
the host of Egypt and the host of Israel. And there was the cloud and the darkness. And it lit up
the night without one coming near the other all night.
21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the LORD drove the sea back by a
strong east wind all night and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. And the
people of Israel went into the midst of the sea on dry ground, the waters being a wall to them on
their right hand and on their left.
23 The Egyptians pursued and went in after them into the midst of the sea, all Pharaoh’s horses,
his chariots, and his horsemen. And in the morning watch the LORD in the pillar of fire and of
cloud looked down on the Egyptian forces and threw the Egyptian forces into a panic, clogging
their chariot wheels so that they drove heavily. And the Egyptians said, “Let us flee from before
Israel, for the LORD fights for them against the Egyptians.”
26 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, that the water may come
back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen.” So Moses stretched out
his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to its normal course when the morning appeared.
And as the Egyptians fled into it, the LORD threw the Egyptians into the midst of the sea. The
waters returned and covered the chariots and the horsemen; of all the host of Pharaoh that had
followed them into the sea, not one of them remained.
29 But the people of Israel walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters being a wall to
them on their right hand and on their left. Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the hand of
the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great power that
the LORD used against the Egyptians, so the people feared the LORD, and they believed in the
LORD and in his servant Moses.
Picture Of The Red Sea
 Ok so the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh again and he regretted that he had allowed
the Israelites to leave Egypt, so he readied his chariots and his army and went in pursuit of them.
 When the Israelites saw the Egyptian army closing in on them, they grumbled against Moses
saying it would have been better for them to die in slavery in Egypt than to be buried in the
wilderness.
 What they were really saying was that they would rather endure back-breaking labour and
even to endure having their baby boys killed than to face the unknown in the wilderness with
God.
 The problem was that they were not willing to trust God.
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 They had forgotten all the miracles that God had done to have them released from slavery,
and they didn’t think that he could save them now from the Egyptian army.
 But Moses told them to stand firm, to be quiet and to trust God as he would fight for them
and they would never see the Egyptians again once God was finished with them.
 Then God told Moses to raise his staff over the sea and have the Israelites move forward and
God parted the sea and they passed through on dry ground.
 And the Lord in the pillar of cloud and fire moved to the rear of the Israelites to prevent the
Egyptian army from catching up with them. God protected them and the Israelites walked in
light, but the Egyptians were in darkness.
 So the Israelites moved through the Red Sea with a huge wall of water on their left and on
their right.
 The Egyptian army followed until they were in the centre of the sea and then God told
Moses to raise his hand and the walls of waters collapsed onto the Egyptians and every single
one of them perished.
 And God’s Word says that after that, the Israelites trusted in God and trusted his servant
Moses.
 How long do you think they will trust God for? Will they continue to trust God?

The Manna From Heaven
 Now not long after God parted the Red Sea for the Israelites, their food supply got low. Let’s
read what they did when this happened.
 Exodus 16:2-3, 11-15, 31
2 And the whole congregation of the people of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron in the
wilderness, and the people of Israel said to them, “Would that we had died by the hand of the
LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the meat pots and ate bread to the full, for you have
brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.”
11 And the LORD said to Moses, “I have heard the grumbling of the people of Israel. Say to
them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall be filled with bread. Then you
shall know that I am the LORD your God.’ ”
13 In the evening quail came up and covered the camp, and in the morning dew lay around the
camp. And when the dew had gone up, there was on the face of the wilderness a fine, flake-like
thing, fine as frost on the ground. When the people of Israel saw it, they said to one another,
“What is it?” For they did not know what it was.
And Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the LORD has given you to eat.
31 Now the house of Israel called its name manna. It was like coriander seed, white, and the taste
of it was like wafers made with honey.
Picture Of The Manna
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 So we see that even after watching God part the Red Sea for them so that they could pass
through on dry ground, and even after God destroyed the whole Egyptian army, when they ran
short of food they insulted him.
 They said it would have been better to die in Egypt around pots of meat with as much bread
as they wanted, than to die of hunger in the wilderness.
 Many times people get taken up with food and with the cares of life and they forget that
God is faithful and they forget to seek him and to ask him for help. This is a lesson for us too
and we need to learn from this.
 They complained and didn’t trust God when the Egyptians stopped giving them straw for
their bricks.
 They complained and didn’t trust God when they saw the Egyptian army approaching them
when they were camped at the Red Sea.
 And they complained and stopped trusting God when they needed food.
 They basically accused God of bringing them into the desert just to starve them to death
rather than giving him thanks for all that he had already done for them and trusting him to
continue looking after them.
 However, despite their default back to not trusting him, God gave them meat and bread to
eat. Quails covered their camp every evening and bread like wafers appeared on the ground
each morning which the Israelites called “manna”, meaning, “What is it?”
 All they had to do was go out and collect it each day, and God told them to only collect what
they needed to eat that day. But at times some of the people disobeyed God and collected more
than they needed only to find it rotten and full of maggots come morning.
 God wanted the Israelites to trust him every day, and to trust him for tomorrow too.
 In fact, God gave this manna to the Israelites for 40 years until they eventually entered the
promised land.
 Now on the 6th day of the week, God instructed the Israelites to collect double the amount
of food as he wanted them to rest on the 7th day and not to have to collect food. And on that
7th day, the manna that they’d collected on the 6th day was always still fresh and good.
 At this point in God’s Word, we see that God instituted the Sabbath day, but take note that
God instituted it for the Israelite people and not for the Gentile people like you and I. God gave
the Sabbath day to be something special for his chosen people the Israelites.
 God goes on to say in Exodus 31:12-17 that if the Israelites worked on the Sabbath, they
would be put to death — it was that important and serious! Several times in this passage God
tells us that the Sabbath was a sign between him and the Israelite people, not the Gentile
people.1
 Don’t get confused about the Sabbath and think that God gave it to us Gentiles.
 Now this Sabbath day began at dusk on Friday afternoon and finished at dusk on Saturday
afternoon. The Jewish days start and finish differently to other countries, as their days go from
dusk to dusk, or about 6PM to 6PM, rather than from midnight to midnight.
 To this day if you go to Israel, you will see this Sabbath day observed each week as it is an
everlasting covenant that God made with the Jewish people.
1

Exodus 16:30, 31:12-17
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 For Jewish people, Friday is called the “day of preparation,” as on Friday, they prepare all the
food and other things they need for the Sabbath and on the Sabbath day (Saturday), they rest.
 Ok so God provided for the Israelites yet again by giving them bread and meat.
 How long do you think they will trust him for?
 How about you? Are you willing to trust God? How long will you trust him for?
 I recommend that you read Exodus chapters 13 to 18 for homework as these chapters will fill
you in on the things that I have not taught in-depth.
 Let’s read on.

Jesus, The Rock Struck
 Exodus 17:1-7
1 All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of Sin by stages,
according to the commandment of the LORD, and camped at Rephidim, but there was no water
for the people to drink. Therefore the people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to
drink.”
And Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?”
3 But the people thirsted there for water, and the people grumbled against Moses and said,
“Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?”
4 So Moses cried to the LORD, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone
me.”
5 And the LORD said to Moses, “Pass on before the people, taking with you some of the elders
of Israel, and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. Behold, I will
stand before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and water shall come
out of it, and the people will drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. And he
called the name of the place Massah and Meribah, because of the quarreling of the people of
Israel, and because they tested the LORD by saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”
Picture Of Water From The Rock
 So here we go again. The Israelites ran out of water and they quarrelled and complained
against Moses, but in reality, they were complaining against God.
 They had not yet learnt to trust him and to ask him for their needs.
 In fact, they were almost going to kill Moses because they didn’t have any water.
 So God told Moses to strike a certain rock and that water would flow from it, and Moses did
this and enough water flowed from this rock to quench the thirst of all of the Israelite people
which numbered about 2 million people.
 In order for water — or life — to be given, the rock had to be struck.
 Now at a later time, the Israelites ran out of water again. Let’s read about what happened this
time.
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 Numbers 20:2-3, 7-12
2 Now there was no water for the community, and the people gathered in opposition to Moses
and Aaron. They quarreled with Moses and said, “If only we had died when our brothers fell dead
before the LORD!
7 and the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Take the staff, and assemble the congregation, you
and Aaron your brother, and tell the rock before their eyes to yield its water. So you shall bring
water out of the rock for them and give drink to the congregation and their cattle.” And Moses
took the staff from before the LORD, as he commanded him.
10 Then Moses and Aaron gathered the assembly together before the rock, and he said to them,
“Hear now, you rebels: shall we bring water for you out of this rock?” And Moses lifted up his
hand and struck the rock with his staff twice, and water came out abundantly, and the
congregation drank, and their livestock. And the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “Because you
did not believe in me, to uphold me as holy in the eyes of the people of Israel, therefore you
shall not bring this assembly into the land that I have given them.”
 Wow — once again the Israelites ran out of water, and this time God told Moses to SPEAK to
the rock and ask it for water. Moses however, being angry with the Israelites, STRUCK the rock
like he did the first time and as a result, when the Israelites entered the land of Canaan, Moses
and Aaron were not permitted to go with them.
 Moses and Aaron were punished.
 Does this seem extreme to you? Why did God act so harshly with Moses and Aaron?
 Ok so let’s study on to find the answer.
 In God’s Word, a rock or a stone is often used as a picture of Jesus, our Saviour.
 We are told that Jesus is the foundation stone on which the church is built.1
 We are told that a wise man builds his house on the rock, and not on sand, so that it won’t
collapse when rains and floods come.2
 David killed a giant called Goliath with a single stone. A young lad had victory over a great
giant with a single stone, and the stone was a picture of Jesus, the one who David was trusting.3
 Ok so let’s read a little more about the rock that Moses struck.
 1 Corinthians 10:4
and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them,
and the Rock was Christ.
 So this Rock actually followed the Israelites around in the wilderness to give them water when
they needed it. And we are told that this Rock was Christ.
 Christ the Rock was going to be beaten and killed, and as a result, life would flow from him
for all who would believe. But he was only going to be beaten and killed ONCE and NOT twice.4
 Today we get salvation just by receiving Christ. Jesus will never, ever die again. Let’s read the
following verses that tell us about this.
1

Ephesians 2:19-22
Luke 6:46-49
3
1 Samuel 17:50
4
Hebrews 9:12, 29; 10:12; Romans 6:10; 1 Peter 3:18
2
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 Hebrews 9:28, 10:12
28 so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not
to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.
12 But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right
hand of God,
 There are some churches that think that Jesus dies again each year on good Friday. In fact in
some churches, they have a statue of Jesus and on good Friday each year they cover it with a
black cloth as they say that Jesus is dead until Sunday!
 But Jesus died just ONE time and then he sat down at the right hand of God as his job was
completed. It was finished and complete and he does not die each year and he will never die
again. JESUS IS ALIVE!
 So Jesus was the Rock that Moses struck which provided life for all who would drink from it.
But because Moses misrepresented the prophetic picture of Jesus dying ONCE by striking the
rock a second time, God punished him, and he was not allowed to enter the promised land. It
was a very serious offence. God wants us to understand that Jesus died just ONE time for all sin.
 Jesus was the Rock that was just struck just once, for you and for me. Believe and you will be
saved.
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