Episode 19
Out Of Egypt
Review
 Ok, so in our last episode we covered a lot of information about Moses who was born during
a horrific time when all the Israelite male children were being killed at birth, but God preserved
Moses.
 Moses’ people, the Hebrews, were enslaved at that time in Egypt and we learnt that Pharaoh
had commanded that all Israelite baby boys were to be thrown into the river Nile.
 But Moses’ mother hid him in a floating basket on the river Nile and the princess of Egypt
found him there and she adopted him and raised him in the palace.
 He was raised in total luxury and privilege in Pharaoh’s palace and given the finest education
and everything he could possibly want.
 However, Moses grew up knowing he was an Israelite and knowing about the promised
Saviour who was coming, as somehow his family had been able to tell him that the Saviour was
coming.
 Eventually Moses killed an Egyptian in defence of a Hebrew and as a result he had to flee
Egypt as Pharaoh wanted to kill him. He fled to Midian where he married, had a family and lived
there for 40 years.
 One day while Moses was tending his father-in-law’s flocks on Mt. Sinai (also called Mt.
Horeb or God’s mountain), God appeared to him in a burning bush and told him to return to
Egypt and lead his people out of Egypt to Canaan.
 The time had come for God to fulfill his promise to Abraham.
 If the Israelite leaders asked Moses the name of God who had appeared to him, Moses was
to tell them that his name is “I AM.”
 Moses became a powerful prophet and became one of the greatest leaders in the history of
the world.
 So let’s continue on with this amazing account of what God did for his people, the Israelites.

Moses Goes Before Pharaoh
Note to the study leader — read Exodus chapters 4-12 so that you can be fully informed
about all that you are going to cover in this episode.
 Ok so Moses arrived back in Egypt and God had given him some miraculous signs to do
before the Israelite leaders so that they would believe that he had been sent by God.
 These were the miraculous signs that God had given Moses:
 If Moses threw his staff onto the ground it would turn into a serpent and then when he
picked it up again it would change back to be a staff.
 His hand would become leprous if he placed it inside his cloak and then took it out again.
Then if he placed his hand back inside his cloak it would be healed.
 If he poured water onto the ground it would turn into blood.
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 Now Moses was afraid of his lack of eloquence, so God sent Aaron, his brother, to help him
and to be his spokesman. Let’s read about this.
 Exodus 4:27–31
27 The LORD said to Aaron, “Go into the wilderness to meet Moses.” So he went and met him at
the mountain of God and kissed him. And Moses told Aaron all the words of the LORD with
which he had sent him to speak, and all the signs that he had commanded him to do.
29 Then Moses and Aaron went and gathered together all the elders of the people of Israel.
Aaron spoke all the words that the LORD had spoken to Moses and did the signs in the sight of
the people. And the people believed; and when they heard that the LORD had visited the people
of Israel and that he had seen their affliction, they bowed their heads and worshiped.
 Ok so the first hurdle was crossed — Moses did the miraculous signs in front of the Hebrew
leaders and Aaron acted as his spokesman, and the leaders were convinced that God had sent
him and they accepted him.
 Now before we go on, let’s talk briefly about some of the Egyptian false gods as knowledge
of this will really help us to understand what we are about to study.
 Like most people of that time and also of our time, the Egyptian people did not worship God
as they had been deceived by the “god of this world” who is Satan, and they worshiped created
things rather than the Creator.
 These are some of the false gods that they worshipped:
 “Hapi” was the god of the river Nile and he claimed to give fertility to the land through the
river Nile’s flooding and bringing of silt to the floodplains. But in reality, Hapi was just a fallen
angel — a demon — and we know that Satan and his demons are liars and they cannot
control the river Nile or anything else on earth. They claim lots of stuff, but they are just liars.
 “Heket” was a demon goddess who took the form of a frog. She claimed to give fertility to
women and protect them in childbirth.
 “Geb” was the god of the dust and ground and earth and of earthquakes and of the crops.
 “Uachit” was a demon goddess whose form was associated with flies.
 “Isis” was a false god claiming to give good health and peace.
 “Nut” claimed she controlled the sky, hail and rain.
 “Ra” was a sun god, the one who caused the sun to shine and give its warmth.
 And Pharaoh was considered a god also — the earthly embodiment of the god “Horus,” one
of the most important Egyptian deities.
 Ok so getting back to Moses and Aaron, they then went to see Pharaoh — the so-called god
of Egypt. Let’s read about how that meeting went.
 Exodus 5:1–9
1 Afterward Moses and Aaron went and said to Pharaoh, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel,
‘Let my people go, that they may hold a feast to me in the wilderness.’ ”
2 But Pharaoh said, “Who is the LORD, that I should obey his voice and let Israel go? I do not
know the LORD, and moreover, I will not let Israel go.”
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3 Then they said, “The God of the Hebrews has met with us. Please let us go a three days’
journey into the wilderness that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God, lest he fall upon us with
pestilence or with the sword.”
4 But the king of Egypt said to them, “Moses and Aaron, why do you take the people away from
their work? Get back to your burdens.” And Pharaoh said, “Behold, the people of the land are
now many, and you make them rest from their burdens!”
6 The same day Pharaoh commanded the taskmasters of the people and their foremen, “You
shall no longer give the people straw to make bricks, as in the past; let them go and gather straw
for themselves. But the number of bricks that they made in the past you shall impose on them,
you shall by no means reduce it, for they are idle. Therefore they cry, ‘Let us go and offer
sacrifice to our God.’ Let heavier work be laid on the men that they may labor at it and pay no
regard to lying words.”
 So the meeting did not go well. Pharaoh said,
 “Who is God?” I don’t know him!
 I don’t need to obey him!!
 Pharaoh defied God just as God said he would.
 He didn’t know who God was as he chose instead to worship created things — fallen angels,
the god of this world, liars and frauds and he looked on himself as being a powerful god also.
 Pharaoh then responded by increasing the workload of the Hebrews and so their lives were
even more bitter than before.
 The Hebrew leaders blamed Moses and Aaron for this terrible development. Their hearts
were a long way away from asking God for help.
 But God sent Moses and Aaron back to Pharaoh and this is what happened next.
 Exodus 7:1–13
1 And the LORD said to Moses, “See, I have made you like God to Pharaoh, and your brother
Aaron shall be your prophet. You shall speak all that I command you, and your brother Aaron
shall tell Pharaoh to let the people of Israel go out of his land. But I will harden Pharaoh’s heart,
and though I multiply my signs and wonders in the land of Egypt, Pharaoh will not listen to you.
Then I will lay my hand on Egypt and bring my hosts, my people the children of Israel, out of the
land of Egypt by great acts of judgment. The Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I
stretch out my hand against Egypt and bring out the people of Israel from among them.”
6 Moses and Aaron did so; they did just as the LORD commanded them. Now Moses was eighty
years old, and Aaron eighty-three years old, when they spoke to Pharaoh.
8 Then the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “When Pharaoh says to you, ‘Prove yourselves by
working a miracle,’ then you shall say to Aaron, ‘Take your staff and cast it down before Pharaoh,
that it may become a serpent.’ ”
10 So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and did just as the LORD commanded. Aaron cast
down his staff before Pharaoh and his servants, and it became a serpent. Then Pharaoh
summoned the wise men and the sorcerers, and they, the magicians of Egypt, also did the same
by their secret arts. For each man cast down his staff, and they became serpents. But Aaron’s
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staff swallowed up their staffs. Still Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he would not listen to
them, as the LORD had said.
 Ok so God told Moses that he would harden Pharaoh’s heart and that even when Pharaoh
saw all the miraculous signs, he wouldn’t listen to Moses. But through Pharaoh’s hard heart, God
was going to show himself to be God and supreme.
 There’s a limit to how long a person can harden their hearts to God. Eventually their time
runs out just like what happened with Cain and just like what happened in the days of Noah.
 Pharaoh’s time was also running out as God was about to punish and to humble him.
 Ultimately Pharaoh was going to find out who God is, but it was going to be after a lot of
pain!
 It is interesting to note in these verses that Pharaoh’s magicians and sorcerers were able to
turn their staffs into serpents as well.
 Remember that Satan is a powerful being and so are the demons.
 But Aaron’s staff swallowed up the magician’s staffs. God was showing that he is greater.
 Ok so the next morning, God sent Moses and Aaron to meet Pharaoh on his walk to the bank
of the river Nile. God was about to discredit their false god of the river Nile called “Hapi.”1
 Because Pharaoh would not allow the Israelite people to go to the desert to worship God,
God had Aaron stretch out his staff over the river Nile and it turned to blood as did all the
streams and ponds in Egypt and all the containers of water in the people’s homes.
 All the fish died, and the whole country stank of death and rotting blood.
 The Egyptians had to dig along the banks of the Nile river to get water to drink.
 But the magicians were able to do the same through their dark powers so Pharaoh hardened
his heart just as God said that he would.
 Next God sent a plague to discredit the Egyptian false god “Heket” who took the form of a
frog and who claimed to be in control of childbirth and fertility.2
 Aaron stretched out his staff over the waters of Egypt and as he did God caused frogs to
multiply and cover the whole land of Egypt, including people’s homes and even the very
bedroom of Pharaoh.
 Then Pharaoh called Moses and Aaron and told them to plead with the LORD to take away
the frogs, and he promised that in return he would allow the Israelites to go and worship the
LORD. People had had enough of Heket!
 So Moses prayed and God caused all the frogs to die and they were gathered up into piles
and the whole place reeked of rotting dead frogs.
 But once Pharaoh saw that the frogs were dead, he hardened his heart just as God had said
he would, and he did not let the Israelites go.

1
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Exodus 7:14-24
Exodus 8:1-15
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 So one after the other God sent 8 more plagues of punishment upon Egypt and each one was
against their false gods.1
 Each time Pharaoh was crushed and sometimes he pleaded with Moses to have the plague
taken away, but then he hardened his heart again and did not allow the Israelites to leave
Egypt.
 The following are the plagues that God sent and you can read the whole account in Exodus
chapters 4 to 12.
 Plague 3 discredited the Egyptian false god “Geb”, the god of the dust and ground and earth.2
 God caused the dust to turn into gnats and they bit the people and the animals and gave
them great pain and grief.
 The magicians tried to replicate this but couldn’t, and they told Pharaoh that the plague was
the finger of God.
 But Pharaoh hardened his heart.
 Plague 4 discredited “Uachit” their false god who was associated with flies.3
 God sent great swarms of flies into Pharaoh’s palace and all the official’s homes and
throughout the whole country. But God made a distinction between Goshen, where the
Israelites lived and the rest of Egypt and there were no flies there.
 Pharaoh pleaded, Moses prayed, God answered, and every single fly disappeared but
Pharaoh hardened his heart again.
 Plague 5 discredited the myriad of Egyptian false gods of livestock and wealth as this plague
wiped out all the livestock in Egypt.4
 But as for the Israelite’s livestock, not even one of their animals died.
 After this plague no doubt the Egyptians would have had to acquire replacement animals
from the Israelites or from neighbouring countries.
 And Pharaoh hardened his heart to God again.
 Plague 6 discredited “Isis” their false god who promised good health for the people who
worshiped her.5
 God had Moses throw a handful of soot into the air and all the people of Egypt along with
their animals became infested with painful boils.
 Plague 7 discredited “Nut” their goddess of the sky, rain and hail.6
 God sent an incredible amount of hail pelting down on Egypt. It killed all the people and
animals who were still in the fields and destroyed many of the crops as well.
 But there was no hail in Goshen, the land of the Israelites.
1

Exodus 12:12
Exodus 8:16-19
3
Exodus 8:20-32
4
Exodus 9:1-7
5
Exodus 9:8-12
6
Exodus 9:13-35
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 Pharaoh pleaded, Moses prayed, and God stopped the hail, but then Pharaoh hardened his
heart again.
 Plague 8 discredited the Egyptian false gods who claimed to rule the winds.1
 God had Moses and Aaron warn Pharaoh that locusts would come upon the land in greater
numbers than at any time in history.
 Pharaoh’s officials at this time begged him to let the Israelites go as they said that Egypt was
already ruined, but Pharaoh refused.
 So God had an east wind bring locusts and a dense cloud of them darkened the whole land
of Egypt consuming everything that had not been destroyed by the hail.
 Plague 9 discredited “Ra” the sun god that the Egyptian people worshiped.2
 It is amazing how people can look at the beautiful things that God has created and worship
them instead of the ONE who made them.
 God turned the sun off for 3 days and the Egyptians could literally feel the darkness it was so
heavy and oppressive.
 As heavy and oppressive as the “Ra” god that they worshiped.
 Now after the plague of darkness, Pharaoh called for Moses and fiercely threatened him, and
this is what he said:
 Exodus 10:28-29
Then Pharaoh said to him, “Get away from me; take care never to see my face again, for on the
day you see my face you shall die.” Moses said, “As you say! I will not see your face again.”
 Now the 10th and final plague was against Pharaoh himself, Egypt’s embodied god or so they
believed.
 Pharaoh’s firstborn and next god of the Egyptians was about to die.3
 In this plague or punishment God was going to pass through the entire land of Egypt and
kill every firstborn person and animal.
 But God gave a way of escape to the Israelites so their firstborns would not be killed.
 This way of escape is an incredible and most beautiful picture of the Saviour that God had
promised and of us as well who believe in him.
 Each family had to choose a perfect lamb without defect. It had to be male, a year old and
they could take it from their sheep or their goats.
 They had to kill the lamb and take some of its blood and paint it on the sides and top of
their doorways.
 Then that night they had to stay inside, hiding behind the blood of their lamb so that when
God struck down all the firstborns, their firstborns would not be included.
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Exodus 10:1-20
Exodus 10:21-26
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Exodus 11-12
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 God passed by the Israelite homes because death had already taken place in their stead and
the blood was painted around their doors.
 The Israelites were not to break even one of the lamb’s bones.1
 From that night on, God said that the Israelite people were to kill a lamb each year in
memory of the Lord passing by their firstborns, and to this very day the Jewish people continue
to commemorate the Passover every year.2
 Now this 10th plague took place exactly as God said it would and every firstborn animal and
person in Egypt who was not hiding behind the blood of the lamb, died, including the firstborn
son of Pharaoh.
 Egypt was overcome with grief, screaming, wailing, pain and death. Let’s read on.
 Exodus 12:31-36
31 Then he summoned Moses and Aaron by night and said, “Up, go out from among my people,
both you and the people of Israel; and go, serve the LORD, as you have said. Take your flocks
and your herds, as you have said, and be gone, and bless me also!”
33 The Egyptians were urgent with the people to send them out of the land in haste. For they
said, “We shall all be dead.” So the people took their dough before it was leavened, their
kneading bowls being bound up in their cloaks on their shoulders. The people of Israel had also
done as Moses told them, for they had asked the Egyptians for silver and gold jewelry and for
clothing. And the LORD had given the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they let
them have what they asked. Thus they plundered the Egyptians.
 So exactly as God had foretold, the Israelite people were driven out of Egypt in haste by the
terrified and traumatised Egyptians.
 They believed that if the Israelites remained any longer, that they would all die.
 And just as God had said, they left that country extremely wealthy as whatever they asked
for from the Egyptians was given to them.
 The total number of Hebrew people who left Egypt that day was around 2 million people.
Picture of the Passover
 Ok the Passover lamb and the people hiding behind its blood are a picture of Jesus and of us
who have trusted in him.3
 Just like the Passover lamb was without defect, Jesus was also perfect, without blemish and
without sin.
 The lamb had to be a year old or in the prime of its life and Jesus was also in the prime of his
life when he was killed for our sin so that we could hide behind his blood.
 The blood of the Passover lamb was put on their doorposts as a testimony that the people
inside had trusted God’s way. God gave them a hiding place, a shelter from death behind the
blood of their lambs.
 Likewise, we too hide behind the blood of Jesus and have a shelter from death.
1

Exodus 12:11, 46
Exodus 12:14
3
John 1:29; 19:31-36; 1 Corinthians 5:7; 1 Peter 1:19
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 Now not a single bone of the Passover lamb’s body was allowed to be broken, and years
later when Jesus was killed on the cross, not a single one of his bones was broken, even though
it was a common practise to break the leg bones of people nailed on crosses to bring on death
more quickly.
 Remember your Passover lamb, Jesus, who died so that you could be hidden from death and
remember that not a bone of his body was broken. We’ll study this more in-depth in our future
episodes.
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