Episode 18
Moses Chooses Jesus
Review
 In our last episode, we learnt that Israel (Jacob) and his whole family moved to Egypt as there
was plenty of food there and still another 5 years of famine to come upon the world.
 Jacob and his family numbered 70 people when they moved to Egypt.
 And through Joseph and Pharaoh, God gave the Israelite people some of the prime land of
Egypt to live in.
 We also learnt that Joseph was a picture of Jesus.
 Both were beloved of their fathers.
 Both were sold by those close to them.
 Both were taken to Egypt.
 Both being the ones that people had to go to if they wanted life!
 Joseph experienced many steps backwards in his life but throughout all of these, God was
with him and put him over Potiphar’s whole household, then over the entire prison and then
made him the ruler of Egypt.
 He saw how God worked out his plan for his life despite all the blows he endured.
 Even though his brothers had sold him, Joseph knew that it was God who had sent him to
Egypt, and he accepted this with all his heart.
 Joseph saw God fulfil the dreams he had been given about his brother’s sheaves bowing to
him and the sun, moon and 11 stars bowing to him as well.
 God gave Joseph a heads-up about this before it even happened.
 Let’s move on with the story.

Moses In A Place Of Privilege
Note to the study leader — read Exodus chapters 1-3 and Acts 7:20-35 so that you can be
fully informed about all that you are going to cover in this episode.
 Ok so the Israelite people numbered 70 in total when they moved to Egypt, but their numbers
increased rapidly as God blessed them and before long, they had become a huge group.
 Time passed and Joseph died, and the Pharaoh who loved Joseph died also.
 Then a new Pharaoh came to power in Egypt and he became afraid that if war broke out, the
Israelites would side with their enemies and then they would leave Egypt.
 So the Egyptians enslaved the Israelites for 400 years, which God had already told Abraham
would happen.
 The Israelite slaves built the cities of Pithom and Rameses, but no matter how much the
Egyptians oppressed the Israelites, they continued to multiply, and Pharaoh’s fear of them
increased.
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 So Pharaoh ordered the midwives to kill every Israelite baby boy while they were attending
the mothers at delivery, but the midwives didn’t comply.
 Then Pharaoh ordered all his people to throw any newborn Israelite boy they saw into the
Nile river.
 It was a very dangerous and terrible time for the Israelites as not only were they oppressed
and enslaved, but now there was an attempt being made to eradicate them.
 All of this was fuelled by Satan to pre-empt the fulfillment of God’s promises through the
Israelite people. This was the beginning of anti-Semitism.
 Then a very special baby was born.
 Let’s read about him.
 Exodus 2:1-10
1 Now a man from the house of Levi went and took as his wife a Levite woman. The woman
conceived and bore a son, and when she saw that he was a fine child, she hid him three months.
When she could hide him no longer, she took for him a basket made of bulrushes and daubed it
with bitumen and pitch. She put the child in it and placed it among the reeds by the river bank.
And his sister stood at a distance to know what would be done to him.
5 Now the daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her young women
walked beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her servant woman, and
she took it. When she opened it, she saw the child, and behold, the baby was crying. She took
pity on him and said, “This is one of the Hebrews’ children.”
7 Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and call you a nurse from the Hebrew
women to nurse the child for you?” And Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Go.” So the girl went
and called the child’s mother. And Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child away and
nurse him for me, and I will give you your wages.” So the woman took the child and nursed him.
When the child grew older, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her son. She
named him Moses, “Because,” she said, “I drew him out of the water.”
 So this baby boy was born to parents who were both Levites or descendants of Israel’s third
son Levi. Both believed in the coming Saviour and their faith is mentioned in Hebrews chapter
11.
 Hebrews 11 also tells us that it was this faith that led them to hide their infant son for three
months.
 When his mother couldn’t hide him any longer, she made a small floating basket, put her
baby boy in it, and floated the basket in the reeds by the riverbank.
 The baby’s older sister, who was named Miriam watched from a distance to see what would
happen to him.1
 He was found by Pharaoh’s daughter and Miriam quickly appeared on the scene and offered
to find a wet nurse for the baby. Pharaoh’s daughter agreed so Miriam got their own mother
and the princess hired her to nurse the baby for her.
 When the baby boy got to a certain age, his mother took him back to Pharaoh’s daughter,
and he became her son. She named him Moses, and from that time on he lived in Pharaoh’s
palace.

1

Numbers 26:59
2

Episode 18 – Moses Chooses Jesus

 Note: you may have noticed as we have been reading Genesis, that the Israelites were often
called “Hebrews.” This name links back to Eber, a great grandfather of Abraham’s, whose
descendants were called Hebrews.1
 It is very interesting to see how the origin of the nations can be traced by the names they
are called.
 Now being raised in Pharaoh’s palace was no small thing.
 Moses enjoyed the best of food and lived in luxury and he was trained and schooled in every
subject fitting for a member of the royal household.
 But Moses DID know his Israelite heritage and he DID know about the promised Saviour,
probably through contact with his mother and family.
 And when Moses grew up, something major happened in his life. Let’s read about it.
 Hebrews 11:23-27, 39
23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents, because they
saw that the child was beautiful, and they were not afraid of the king’s edict.
24 By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter,
choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of
sin. He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was
looking to the reward. By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of the king, for he
endured as seeing him who is invisible.
39 And all these, though commended through their faith, did not receive what was promised.
 So Moses chose to turn his back on the wealth, power, position and self-indulgence that
came with his position in the royal family.
 Moses chose to be mistreated for Christ rather than enjoying the luxuries and treasures of
Egypt.
 He saw the invisible One.
 He chose Jesus!
 Moses was also a prophet, so he taught other people about Jesus, even though he never
actually saw the Saviour in his lifetime. He looked ahead seeing him who is invisible, the coming
Christ.2
 Now let’s go back to God’s account of Moses’ life in Egypt while he was still living in
Pharaoh’s palace.
 Exodus 2:11–15a
11 One day, when Moses had grown up, he went out to his people and looked on their burdens,
and he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his people. He looked this way and that, and
seeing no one, he struck down the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. When he went out the next
day, behold, two Hebrews were struggling together. And he said to the man in the wrong, “Why
do you strike your companion?” He answered, “Who made you a prince and a judge over us? Do
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you mean to kill me as you killed the Egyptian?” Then Moses was afraid, and thought, “Surely the
thing is known.”
15 When Pharaoh heard of it, he sought to kill Moses. But Moses fled from Pharaoh and stayed
in the land of Midian.
 So Moses had grown up and one day he went out to see his people, the Hebrews, and saw
the way they were being persecuted.
 He saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew and he killed the Egyptian.
 Pharaoh found out what Moses had done and wanted to kill him, so he escaped and went to
a place called Midian.
 There he married a woman called Zipporah and they two sons called Gershom and Eliezer.1
 After Moses had lived in Midian for 40 years, God appeared to Moses and sent Moses back
to Egypt to set his people free and to lead them to the promised land of Canaan.
 Now a quick question:
 Can a person go to heaven who has killed someone?
 Yes, if they believe Jesus!
 Salvation is a result of Jesus’ payment for all our sins with his own blood when he died on
the cross.
 We don’t get saved through what we do or don’t do.
 Salvation is a gift that none of us deserve.
 So Jesus paid for Moses’ sin of killing the Egyptian, and Moses went to heaven. There is no sin
big enough or small enough that Christ did not obliterate it when he suffered on the cruel cross
for us!
 Let’s read about the day that God appeared to Moses and told him to go to Pharaoh so that
he could bring the children of Israel out of Egypt.
 Exodus 3:1-14
1 Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian, and he led
his flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. And the
angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush. He looked, and
behold, the bush was burning, yet it was not consumed. And Moses said, “I will turn aside to see
this great sight, why the bush is not burned.”
4 When the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses,
Moses!”
And he said, “Here I am.”
5 Then he said, “Do not come near; take your sandals off your feet, for the place on which you
are standing is holy ground.” And he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.
7 Then the LORD said, “I have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt and have
heard their cry because of their taskmasters. I know their sufferings, and I have come down to
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deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a good
and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the Hittites,
the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. And now, behold, the cry of the
people of Israel has come to me, and I have also seen the oppression with which the Egyptians
oppress them. Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring my people, the children of
Israel, out of Egypt.”
11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel
out of Egypt?”
12 He said, “But I will be with you, and this shall be the sign for you, that I have sent you: when
you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain.”
13 Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, ‘The God of your
fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?”
14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And he said, “Say this to the people of Israel: ‘I AM has
sent me to you.’ ”
 Ok so God appeared to Moses in the form of a fire that was burning in a bush, yet the bush
was not consumed by the fire so Moses went to investigate why not.
 God called to Moses and told him that he was the God of his father, of Abraham, of Isaac
and of Jacob.
 He said that he had come to bring his people out of Egypt.
 The 400 years of slavery prophesied to Abraham had ended and now God was going to fulfil
his promise and lead his people to Canaan and give them that land.
 God told Moses that he was sending him to Pharaoh and that when he had brought the
Israelite people out of Egypt that he would serve God there on Mt. Horeb which is also known
as Mt. Sinai.
 Moses felt really inadequate for the job, but God told him to tell the people of Israel that “I
AM” had sent him to them.
 This is a specific name for God, and we will refer to it when we study the life of Jesus, so tuck
this name into your mind so you don’t forget it.
 He is the “I AM” — the existing one. The one without beginning or end.
 God then went on to describe to Moses what would happen when he returned to Egypt. Let’s
read what God said.
 Exodus 3:18–22
18 And they will listen to your voice, and you and the elders of Israel shall go to the king of
Egypt and say to him, ‘The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, has met with us; and now, please let
us go a three days’ journey into the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God.’ But I
know that the king of Egypt will not let you go unless compelled by a mighty hand. So I will
stretch out my hand and strike Egypt with all the wonders that I will do in it; after that he will let
you go.
21 And I will give this people favor in the sight of the Egyptians; and when you go, you shall not
go empty, but each woman shall ask of her neighbor, and any woman who lives in her house, for
silver and gold jewelry, and for clothing. You shall put them on your sons and on your daughters.
So you shall plunder the Egyptians.”
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 So Moses was to ask Pharaoh for 3 day’s leave for the Israelites so that they could go and
sacrifice to God in the wilderness.
 And God foretold that Pharaoh would refuse this request until he would be forced to comply
by a mighty hand.
 Moses obeyed God and went back to Egypt, and in our next episode we are going to talk
about what happened when he got there.

Exhortation
 So we have seen from our study today that Moses forsook everything for the Christ. There is a
famous quote by Jim Elliot that says:
 “He is no fool who gives up what he cannot keep, to gain what he cannot lose.”
 I urge you: Do what Moses did and forsake everything in this world, believe in Jesus and he
will give you life. And the life that Jesus gives, you get to keep forever.
 To close this study, let’s read one more thing that Moses prophesied, which the apostle Paul
spoke about when he was talking to a king called King Agrippa.
 Acts 26:22-23
22 To this day I have had the help that comes from God, and so I stand here testifying both to
small and great, saying nothing but what the prophets and Moses said would come to pass: that
the Christ must suffer and that, by being the first to rise from the dead, he would proclaim light
both to our people and to the Gentiles.”
 So Paul told King Agrippa that he was not teaching anything new because Moses and the
other prophets had already proclaimed these same things.
 They proclaimed to the people that the Christ, Jesus, must suffer and that he would rise from
the dead.
 And this is exactly what happened.
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