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Episode 17 

The People Of Israel Move To Egypt 
 

Review 

 Ok, so in our last episode we learnt that Jacob returned to Canaan from Haran with his 4 

wives and with his sons and they settled there. And as Jacob was returning to Canaan, he fought 

with God for a whole night and God changed his name to Israel. 

 Israel loved his son Joseph more than his other sons and he made him a special coat of 

many colours. 

 Joseph’s brothers became more and more envious of him and they hated him. 

 Then Joseph had two dreams: In the 1st dream, his brother’s 11 sheaves of wheat all bowed 

down to his sheaf of wheat. And in his 2nd dream, the sun, the moon and 11 stars bowed down 

to him. Through these dreams, God made it clear that Joseph’s family would bow down to him 

and he would rule over them. 

 These dreams made his brothers hate him even more until one day, while they were out in 

the pastures, they sold him to some slave traders who were passing by and so he was taken as 

a slave to Egypt. 

 His brothers then killed a goat and dipped his beautiful coat in the goat’s blood and took it 

home to their father saying they had found it. Israel believed that his son Joseph had been 

killed by wild animals and he was inconsolable. 

 In Egypt, Joseph was sold to Potiphar and God blessed Joseph, so Potiphar put him in 

charge of his entire household, but Potiphar’s wife falsely accused Joseph, so he was thrown 

into prison. 

 But even in that terrible place, God continued to bless Joseph and the prison warden ended 

up putting him in charge of the entire prison. 

  Joseph, through God’s help, interpreted the dreams of two prisoners — Pharaoh’s 

cupbearer and his baker. And just as Joseph had predicted when he interpreted their dreams, 

the cupbearer returned to his work for Pharaoh and the baker was executed. 

 Two years later, Pharaoh had two dreams that really troubled him. One dream was of 7 fat 

cows being eaten by 7 thin cows, and the second dream was of 7 plump ears of grain being 

eaten by 7 withered ears of grain. Nobody could interpret these dreams for Pharaoh, but then 

the cupbearer suddenly remembered Joseph and told Pharaoh about him. 

 Pharaoh quickly sent for Joseph and God told Joseph the meaning of the dreams he had 

given Pharaoh which both meant the same thing: there was going to be 7 years of great 

prosperity and abundant harvests, followed by 7 years of severe famine that would ravage the 

entire world. 

 Pharaoh was so taken with Joseph's wisdom and with the evidence of the Spirit of God in 

him, that he put him in charge of the whole of Egypt and Joseph spent the next 7 years piling 

up huge amounts of grain until there was so much that he had to stop keeping records. 

 When the famine arrived, if people wanted to live, they had to come to Joseph and bow 

before him and he would give them grain which equalled life. 
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The People Of Israel Moved To Egypt And Were Enslaved 

 Note to the study leader — read Genesis chapters 42-50 and Acts 7:9-16 so that you can be 

fully informed about all that you are going to cover in this episode. 

 

 Now, don’t forget what God had told Abraham would happen. 

 He told him that his descendants would be enslaved in a foreign land for 400 years, and that 

when the 400 years had passed, he would give them the land of Canaan. 

 Now up to this point in our studies, we know that Abraham’s descendants were not yet 

enslaved in a foreign land. 

 But because of the famine and because Egypt was the only country with food, Joseph’s 

father Israel asked his sons to go down to Egypt to buy grain. And this was the beginning of the 

fulfilment of God’s prophecy to Abraham. 

 

 When the brothers arrived in Egypt, they had to present themselves to Joseph and they 

bowed down with their faces to the ground before him, but they didn't recognise him. All of 

Joseph’s brothers had gone down to Egypt except for Joseph’s full brother Benjamin, who Israel 

had not let go for fear that something might happen to him. 

 Remember Joseph’s first dream of his brothers’ sheaves bowing down before his sheaf? Well 

this dream had just been fulfilled!   

 Joseph recognised his brothers instantly, but he pretended to be a stranger and he spoke to 

them through an interpreter. 

 You can be sure that Joseph had been waiting for them to come as he knew they would be 

needing food, and suddenly, here they were bowing down before him. 

 Now there is a lot of detail in this story, and I’m just skimming over it briefly so it would be 

good for you to read Genesis chapters 42 through 50 so you don’t miss anything. You won’t 

regret taking the time to read this as it is an amazing story that God has recorded for us. 

 

  Joseph spoke harshly and accused his brothers through the interpreter of being spies, but 

meanwhile he understood every word they were saying to each other. 

 They insisted that they were honest men and that they were twelve brothers, the sons of one 

man in Canaan and that the youngest was with their father but that one of their brothers was 

no more, or dead. 

 But Joseph pretended not to believe them and said they would have to prove their story by 

bringing their youngest brother back to Egypt. In the meantime, he said the rest could go back 

with grain for their families, but Simeon he put in custody until they came back with Benjamin. 

 They had no choice but to agree to Joseph’s terms, so they loaded their donkeys with the 

sacks of grain that they had purchased and departed Egypt leaving Simeon behind. On the way 

home, one of them opened his sack to give some food to his donkey and found his money at 

the mouth of his sack which made their hearts sink wondering what was going on. 

 When they arrived back in Canaan, every single one of them found their money in their 

sacks. Israel was beside himself and he refused to let them take Benjamin back to Egypt. He’d 

lost Joseph, now he’d lost Simeon and he said he would die if something were to happen to 

Benjamin as well. 
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 But when they ran out of food again, Israel really had no choice but to let Benjamin go with 

them back to Egypt or they would all die. Judah told their father that he would personally 

guarantee Benjamin’s safety. 

 Israel had them take gifts for the man who had treated them so roughly as well as double 

the money that they had taken last time, and off they set to return to Egypt. 

 When Joseph saw them, he ordered that the brothers be taken to his home and that a feast 

be prepared. Simeon was released and they were given water to wash. 

 Joseph arrived at noon for lunch and the brothers bowed down to him and gave him the 

gifts they’d brought. He asked them how they were and how their father was and heard that he 

was still alive and doing ok. 

 Then he saw Benjamin his younger brother and he had to hurry out to find a private place to 

weep because his emotions were so stirred at seeing his brother. 

 When Joseph had composed himself, he came back and ordered the food to be served and 

had his brothers seated from oldest to youngest, but he sat at a separate table as it was 

detestable for the Egyptians to eat with a Jew. He had the food served to them from his table 

and Benjamin’s portion was five times more than the portions of his brothers. 

 

 Now we can read in Genesis chapter 44, that the following morning, Joseph sent them all on 

their way including Simeon, and that he had their sacks filled with grain. 

 But Joseph had instructed his servants to put the brothers’ money in the mouth of each of 

their sacks and to put his personal silver cup which he drank from in Benjamin’s sack. 

 They had only travelled a short distance when Joseph sent his steward to chase after them 

and to accuse them of stealing. 

 They fervently denied this accusation and told him to search their sacks and whoever was 

found with it would die. The cup was found in Benjamin’s sack.  

 They were bought back into Joseph’s presence feeling absolute despair and fell on their 

faces before him. Judah pleaded that Benjamin be allowed to return home to their father with 

the rest of his brothers while he himself remained and became Joseph’s slave. 

 

 At this point, Joseph finally revealed his real identity to his brothers, and broke down and 

sobbed aloud. Let’s read what happened. 

 

 Genesis 45:1-11 

1 Then Joseph could not control himself before all those who stood by him. He cried, “Make 

everyone go out from me.” So no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known to his 

brothers. And he wept aloud, so that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard 

it. 

3 And Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could 

not answer him, for they were dismayed at his presence. 

4 So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to me, please.” And they came near. And he said, “I 

am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed or angry with 

yourselves because you sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life. For the 

famine has been in the land these two years, and there are yet five years in which there will be 

neither plowing nor harvest. And God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on 

earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 
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8 So it was not you who sent me here, but God. He has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of 

all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, 

‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; do not tarry. 

You shall dwell in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your 

children’s children, and your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. There I will provide for you, 

for there are yet five years of famine to come, so that you and your household, and all that you 

have, do not come to poverty.’ 

 

 This is a very emotional chapter in the Bible, and it makes tears come to my eyes. Just picture 

this happening — Joseph telling everyone to leave them and his weeping aloud before his 

brothers, so loud that Pharaoh’s household heard it. Picture Joseph with his brother Benjamin as 

they hugged each other and wept together and Joseph telling his brothers not to be upset with 

themselves for what they’d done to him as it was God’s doing. God sent him to Egypt so that he 

could be used to provide life for the whole world. 

 Then he told them that he wanted their father and all their families to move to Egypt and 

that he would position them in prime land, and they would live near him. 

 So Joseph and his brothers wept and kissed and embraced and there was a reconciliation — 

reconciliation for Joseph with his brothers who had sold him as a slave to Egypt. 

  

 Now when Pharaoh heard about all this, he was delighted and had the brothers return to 

Canaan to get their father and other relatives. He sent carts with them for their families to ride in, 

and provision for their journey. 

 Joseph gave each of his brothers a change of clothes, but to Benjamin he gave five changes 

of clothes and money. 

 And he sent his father twenty donkeys loaded with Egypt’s good things and grain and bread 

and provisions for the journey. 

 

 When the brothers arrived back in Canaan with the joyful news that Joseph was alive and had 

sent for him, Israel nearly had a heart attack but then he revived and he wanted to go to Joseph. 

Let’s read what happened next. 

 

 Genesis 46:1-7 

1 So Israel took his journey with all that he had and came to Beersheba, and offered sacrifices to 

the God of his father Isaac. 

2 And God spoke to Israel in visions of the night and said, “Jacob, Jacob.” 

And he said, “Here I am.” 

3 Then he said, “I am God, the God of your father. Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for 

there I will make you into a great nation. I myself will go down with you to Egypt, and I will also 

bring you up again, and Joseph’s hand shall close your eyes.” 

5 Then Jacob set out from Beersheba. The sons of Israel carried Jacob their father, their little 

ones, and their wives, in the wagons that Pharaoh had sent to carry him. They also took their 

livestock and their goods, which they had gained in the land of Canaan, and came into Egypt, 

Jacob and all his offspring with him, his sons, and his sons’ sons with him, his daughters, and his 

sons’ daughters. All his offspring he brought with him into Egypt. 
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 So in passage we are reading the fulfilment of the things God had told Abraham would 

happen. 

 Abraham’s descendants are travelling to a foreign land and in time we will learn that they 

were enslaved there and persecuted for 400 years. 

 And God promised Israel that he would bring them back to Canaan and that when he died, 

Joseph would be there with him and would be the one to close his eyes. 

 They arrived in Egypt and as Pharaoh had promised, Israel and his entire family settled in 

prime land in Egypt. 

 Israel lived there for 17 years and when the time came for him to die, Joseph promised him 

that they would bury him in Canaan and that is exactly what happened. After his death, a great 

caravan of Israelites and Egyptians took Israel back to Canaan and buried him in the cave that 

Abraham had purchased to bury Sarah in.1 

 Centuries later, Joseph’s bones were also carried to Canaan and were buried in Shechem.2 

 

 Now just like his forefathers, Israel was also a prophet, so he also taught about the Saviour 

who was to come into the world in the future. 

 One thing that Israel prophesied was that Jesus would come from the line of kings, through 

the line of Judah. 

 Let’s read Israel’s prophesy about Jesus from his death bed as he blessed his 12 sons. 

 

 Genesis 49:10 

The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from his descendants, until the 

coming of the one to whom it belongs, the one whom all nations will honor. 

 

 So the line of kings would continue for Judah, culminating in the sceptre passing to the 

Saviour who would be the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 

 His name is Jesus. 

 

Joseph Was Another Picture Of Christ 

 There are many things in the life of Joseph that are a picture of Jesus and of what would 

happen to him when he eventually came to earth. 

 God loves showing us Jesus through the characters in the Old Testament, just like he showed 

him to us through Isaac walking up Mount Moriah to be sacrificed. 

 Let’s look at some of these pictures. 

 

 Joseph was the beloved son of his father Israel. 

 Jesus was also the beloved son of his Father. 

 

 Joseph was sold by those close to him but through this, life came to the world. 

 Jesus was also sold by someone close to him, but through this, life came to the world. 

 

 
1 Genesis 50:1-14 
2 Joshua 24:32 



Episode 17 – The People Of Israel Move To Egypt 

 

 6 

 Joseph was taken into Egypt. 

 Jesus was also taken into Egypt. 

 

 Joseph was the only one able to provide life. Apart from him there was only death. 

 Jesus is also the only One able to provide life. Apart from Jesus, there is only death. 

 

 Everybody who bowed before Joseph seeking food, was able to live. 

 Everybody who bows before Jesus seeking salvation, will also be able to live. 

 

 Before we close, some other facts about Joseph: Joseph was also a prophet, so he taught 

about salvation through Jesus as all the prophets did. 

 Salvation has always been through faith in Jesus alone, and that was the message of all the 

prophets. 

 

 Before Joseph died, God gave him a prophecy about an exodus that was going to take place 

— the exodus of the Jewish people out of Egypt when they would return to Canaan. This event 

was still several hundred years away when Joseph prophesied this. 

 Let’s read this prophecy. 

 

 Hebrews 11:22 

By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, made mention of the exodus of the Israelites and gave 

directions concerning his bones. 

 

 So Joseph prophesied about the exodus of the Israelites and he told them to take his bones 

with them when they went. Joseph knew they would return to Canaan as that is what God had 

promised Abraham. 

 In our next episode, we’ll study about the one who would lead this Exodus. 

  


