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Episode 16 

Joseph Rules Egypt 
 

Review 

 Ok in the last episode we learnt about the 12 sons of Jacob and how they became the 12 

tribes of Israel. These boys were born from the four wives of Jacob.  

 Or two wives and two concubines. 

 

 We also learnt that God chose the Jewish people to fulfill his promise of a Saviour through, so 

they were a very special people and they still continue today to be a very special people, and 

there are more prophecies that God is yet to fulfil through them in the future. 

 We learnt that the descendants of Jacob were called Hebrews, Israelites or Jews, and that all 

non-Jewish people are called Gentiles. 

 We also talked a bit about anti-Semitism which is hostility against or persecution of God’s 

chosen people the Jews. This is very spiritual as God tells us that we don’t battle against flesh 

and blood, or people, but we battle against spiritual forces. 

 It is Satan who is trying to destroy God’s chosen people the Jews, and most nations of the 

world have a history of persecuting them. 

 Even in America, which is a country that greatly favours the Jews, there are large numbers of 

attacks on Jewish people each year. 

 Anti-Semitism = Satan trying to destroy God’s chosen people so prophecies cannot be 

fulfilled through them. 

 

More Gems About Jacob 

 Note to the study leader — read Genesis chapters 31-41 so that you can be fully informed 

about all that you are going to cover in this episode. 

 

 Now God appeared to Isaac and told him that the promises he had given to Abraham of 

descendants and a country and of blessing, were also to be passed to him. 

 And in turn God appeared to Jacob and passed these promises on to him.1 

 And just as God had promised to Abraham and to Isaac, he also promised Jacob that all the 

nations of the world would be blessed through his descendants, primarily through the Saviour 

who would give salvation to all who would accept him. 

 

 Now both Isaac and Jacob are on the list of people recorded in Hebrews 11 who were waiting 

for the Saviour to come but they never actually received him as they died before Jesus came to 

the earth. 

 It is also recorded in this chapter that they knew that their time on this earth was temporary 

and that their real living place was heaven. Also called “a city made without hands.” 

 

 

 
1 Genesis 35:9-13 
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 Now Isaac’s son Jacob was a very deceptive person, but he did want God greatly. 

 When Esau was born before his twin Jacob, Jacob was holding his foot and it was said that 

Jacob somehow knew that the firstborn would receive the birthright, so he wanted to be born 

first rather than Esau. 

 Jacob took advantage of Esau’s hunger and traded a bowl of stew for Esau’s birthright. 

 Jacob deceived his elderly father Isaac by impersonating Esau and received the blessing from 

Isaac which was irrevocable. 

 Jacob then fled to Haran and worked for Laban for 20 years: 14 years to pay for his two 

wives and then an additional 6 years where he received income from Laban. But during that 6 

years Jacob also deceived his father-in-law and was able to take a great deal of livestock from 

him, through deceit.  

 Jacob was deceptive but he did get saved by believing in Jesus and he did love God. 

 

 When Jacob finally returned to Canaan from Haran, God appeared to him in the form of a 

man while he was still traveling, and Jacob wrestled physically with God for the whole night and 

he would not let God go until God blessed him. 

 During God’s struggle with Jacob that night, God touched Jacob’s hip and dislocated it, so 

Jacob limped for the rest of his life, and from that time until now, Jewish people do not eat the 

tendon in the hip joint of animals in memory of their forefather fighting with God and receiving 

a blessing from him. 

 It was at this time that God changed Jacob’s name to Israel, and this also became the name 

of the land that God gave to Jacob’s descendants. 

 Let’s read about Jacob wrestling with God while he was on his trip returning to Canaan. 

 

 Genesis 32:22-32 

22 The same night he arose and took his two wives, his two female servants, and his eleven 

children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. He took them and sent them across the stream, 

and everything else that he had. And Jacob was left alone. And a man wrestled with him until the 

breaking of the day. When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he touched his hip 

socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. Then he said, “Let me go, for 

the day has broken.” 

But Jacob said, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.” 

27 And he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 

28 Then he said, “Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with 

God and with men, and have prevailed.” 

29 Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” 

But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. 

30 So Jacob called the name of the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and 

yet my life has been delivered.” 

31 The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip. Therefore to this day 

the people of Israel do not eat the sinew of the thigh that is on the hip socket, because he 

touched the socket of Jacob’s hip on the sinew of the thigh. 
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 OK that passage is self explanatory, but let’s read about one other thing that Jacob did when 

he was very old. 

 

 Hebrews 11:21 

By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, bowing in worship over the head 

of his staff. 

 

 Jacob wanted God from the time he was born until the time he died. 

 He was still worshiping God as he was dying. 

 Jacob fought with God and he was deceptive, but he loved God and God loved him, and 

Jesus saved him. 

 

Joseph Sold Into Egypt 

 Ok so Jacob and his wives and their 12 sons and the rest of his household arrived back in 

Canaan and they settled there. 

 Now Joseph was Jacob’s favourite son as he was the firstborn of Jacob’s beloved wife Rachel, 

and he was also born when Jacob was old. Let’s read about what happened to Joseph. 

 

 Genesis 37:2-36 

2 Joseph, being seventeen years old, was pasturing the flock with his brothers. He was a boy with 

the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives. And Joseph brought a bad report of them to 

their father. 

3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his sons, because he was the son of his old 

age. And he made him a robe of many colors. But when his brothers saw that their father loved 

him more than all his brothers, they hated him and could not speak peacefully to him. 

5 Now Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers they hated him even more. He 

said to them, “Hear this dream that I have dreamed: Behold, we were binding sheaves in the 

field, and behold, my sheaf arose and stood upright. And behold, your sheaves gathered around 

it and bowed down to my sheaf.” 

8 His brothers said to him, “Are you indeed to reign over us? Or are you indeed to rule over us?” 

So they hated him even more for his dreams and for his words. 

9 Then he dreamed another dream and told it to his brothers and said, “Behold, I have dreamed 

another dream. Behold, the sun, the moon, and eleven stars were bowing down to me.” 

10 But when he told it to his father and to his brothers, his father rebuked him and said to him, 

“What is this dream that you have dreamed? Shall I and your mother and your brothers indeed 

come to bow ourselves to the ground before you?” And his brothers were jealous of him, but his 

father kept the saying in mind. 

12 Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near Shechem. And Israel said to Joseph, 

“Are not your brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I will send you to them.” And he 

said to him, “Here I am.” 

14 So he said to him, “Go now, see if it is well with your brothers and with the flock, and bring 

me word.” So he sent him from the Valley of Hebron, and he came to Shechem. And a man 

found him wandering in the fields. And the man asked him, “What are you seeking?” 
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16 “I am seeking my brothers,” he said. “Tell me, please, where they are pasturing the flock.” And 

the man said, “They have gone away, for I heard them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’ ” So Joseph 

went after his brothers and found them at Dothan. They saw him from afar, and before he came 

near to them they conspired against him to kill him. 

19 They said to one another, “Here comes this dreamer. Come now, let us kill him and throw him 

into one of the pits. Then we will say that a fierce animal has devoured him, and we will see what 

will become of his dreams.” 

21 But when Reuben heard it, he rescued him out of their hands, saying, “Let us not take his life.” 

And Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood; throw him into this pit here in the wilderness, but do 

not lay a hand on him”—that he might rescue him out of their hand to restore him to his father. 

23 So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the robe of many colors 

that he wore. And they took him and threw him into a pit. The pit was empty; there was no water 

in it. Then they sat down to eat. And looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from 

Gilead, with their camels bearing gum, balm, and myrrh, on their way to carry it down to Egypt. 

26 Then Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is it if we kill our brother and conceal his blood? 

Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let not our hand be upon him, for he is our brother, 

our own flesh.” And his brothers listened to him. 

28 Then Midianite traders passed by. And they drew Joseph up and lifted him out of the pit, and 

sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of silver. They took Joseph to Egypt. 

29 When Reuben returned to the pit and saw that Joseph was not in the pit, he tore his clothes 

and returned to his brothers and said, “The boy is gone, and I, where shall I go?” 

31 Then they took Joseph’s robe and slaughtered a goat and dipped the robe in the blood. And 

they sent the robe of many colors and brought it to their father and said, “This we have found; 

please identify whether it is your son’s robe or not.” 

33 And he identified it and said, “It is my son’s robe. A fierce animal has devoured him. Joseph is 

without doubt torn to pieces.” 

34 Then Jacob tore his garments and put sackcloth on his loins and mourned for his son many 

days. All his sons and all his daughters rose up to comfort him, but he refused to be comforted 

and said, “No, I shall go down to Sheol to my son, mourning.” Thus his father wept for him. 

36 Meanwhile the Midianites had sold Joseph in Egypt to Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, the 

captain of the guard. 

 

 So while Joseph was still a teenager, he was out in the pasture watching the flocks with his 

brothers and when he got home he reported something bad to his father Jacob about them and 

this soured his relationship with his brothers. 

 To make matters worse, Jacob gave Joseph a special robe made of many colours, which 

showed that he loved Joseph more than the others, and this made his brothers hate him and 

they became very jealous him. 

 Then Joseph had two dreams about how his brothers and his parents were going to bow 

down to him and that he would rule over them, and this infuriated his brothers even more. 

 So one day when Joseph was coming again to the pasture to check on his brothers, they saw 

him from a distance and some of them wanted to kill Joseph but they ended up dropping him 

into a pit and then selling him to slave traders who took him to Egypt and sold him to a guy 

called Potiphar who was a high-up military official. 
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 Then Joseph’s brothers killed a goat and put blood on Joseph’s coat and took it home and 

showed their father telling him they had found it, and so Jacob was led to believe that his 

beloved son Joseph had been killed by wild animals. 

 Jacob was devastated. He had just lost his beloved son and no one could comfort him. 

 

 Meanwhile Joseph had been sold as a slave to Potiphar in Egypt, and as Joseph worked in the 

household of Potiphar, God blessed everything he did and Potiphar noticed this so eventually he 

placed Joseph in charge of running his entire household. 

 Potiphar prospered greatly because of God’s blessing on everything that Joseph did. 

 Now Joseph was a very handsome young man and Potiphar’s wife noticed this and started 

to try to entice him. 

 She tried many times, but Joseph would not succumb, until eventually she seized Joseph’s 

cloak as Joseph ran escaping from her and then she accused Joseph of assaulting her so 

Potiphar had Joseph put into jail.1 

 

 In jail, God’s blessings on Joseph did not stop, and the prison warden noticed that God was 

blessing Joseph so he put Joseph in charge of the entire prison.2 

 By the way, the rulers of Egypt were given the tittle “Pharaoh,” so when we talk about 

Pharaoh in these episodes, we are referring to the king of Egypt. 

 Now Pharaoh had sent two of his officials to jail and they were in the jail along with Joseph, 

one of them was a baker and the other a cupbearer, and both of these officials had a dream 

and God gave wisdom to Joseph to interpret these dreams. 

 Joseph told the cupbearer that his dream meant that in three days he would be restored to 

his position as Pharaoh’s cupbearer, but he told the baker that his dream meant that in three 

days he would be killed. 

 Both interpretations came true, and the cupbearer returned to serving Pharaoh. 

 

 Time passed and then Pharaoh had a dream. Let’s read about this dream in God’s Word. 

 

 Genesis 41:1-7 

1 After two whole years, Pharaoh dreamed that he was standing by the Nile, and behold, there 

came up out of the Nile seven cows, attractive and plump, and they fed in the reed grass. And 

behold, seven other cows, ugly and thin, came up out of the Nile after them, and stood by the 

other cows on the bank of the Nile. And the ugly, thin cows ate up the seven attractive, plump 

cows. And Pharaoh awoke. 

5 And he fell asleep and dreamed a second time. And behold, seven ears of grain, plump and 

good, were growing on one stalk. And behold, after them sprouted seven ears, thin and blighted 

by the east wind. And the thin ears swallowed up the seven plump, full ears. And Pharaoh awoke, 

and behold, it was a dream. 

 

 

 

 
1 Genesis 39:1-20 
2 Genesis 39:21-23 



Episode 16 – Joseph Rules Egypt 

 

 6 

 Ok in brief, none of Pharaoh’s magicians or wise men could interpret the dream and then the 

cupbearer remembered Joseph and told Pharaoh that there was a man in prison who could 

interpret dreams. So Pharaoh sent for Joseph and had him cleaned up and clothed and bought 

before him. 

 Joseph told Pharaoh that he could not interpret the dream but that God could and God DID 

enable Joseph to interpret Pharaoh’s dream. 

 The 7 fat cows and the 7 seven plump ears of grain represented 7 years of amazingly 

abundant harvest in Egypt. 

 And then the 7 thin cows that ate the 7 fat cows, and the 7 thin ears of grain that swallowed 

the 7 plump ears of grain, represented 7 years of famine that would ravage the whole world. 

 Joseph went on to tell Pharaoh that during the 7 abundant years that he needed to collect 

and store 20% of all the grain that was harvested so that when the 7 years of famine arrived, 

there would be plenty of food for everyone to eat. 

 After watching Joseph and listening to him, Pharaoh was totally convinced that Joseph had 

the Spirit of God living in him, so he put him in charge of the whole country, and everyone had 

to obey Joseph. He became supreme. 

 Let’s read about the position that Pharaoh, or God through Pharaoh gave to Joseph. 

 

 Genesis 41:41-43 

And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “See, I have set you over all the land of Egypt.” Then Pharaoh took 

his signet ring from his hand and put it on Joseph’s hand, and clothed him in garments of fine 

linen and put a gold chain about his neck. And he made him ride in his second chariot. And they 

called out before him, “Bow the knee!” Thus he set him over all the land of Egypt. 

 

 Everything that God foretold through Joseph about the 7 years of abundance followed by 7 

years of famine came to pass and Joseph stored so much food that they had to stop keeping 

records of how much had been stored as it was just too much to record. 

 And then the 7 years of famine came and the world ran out of food. Let’s read about this. 

 

 Genesis 41:55-57 

55 When all the land of Egypt was famished, the people cried to Pharaoh for bread. Pharaoh said 

to all the Egyptians, “Go to Joseph. What he says to you, do.” 

56 So when the famine had spread over all the land, Joseph opened all the storehouses and sold 

to the Egyptians, for the famine was severe in the land of Egypt. Moreover, all the earth came to 

Egypt to Joseph to buy grain, because the famine was severe over all the earth. 

 

 So it came to pass that if people wanted to live they had to come to Joseph. 

 Joseph was the one they knelt before even if he just passed by in his chariot. 


