Episode 15
God’s Chosen People
Review
 Ok we know from the last few episodes that God promised Abraham a son even though Sarah
was barren and they were both old, and God did indeed give them a son just as he promised
and right on time — God’s timing is always perfect — and Abraham called his son Isaac just as
God told him to.
 Eventually God had Abraham take Isaac to the top of Mount Moriah to offer him as a
sacrifice, and through this, Abraham saw an enactment of what would happen to Jesus when he
would walk up Mount Moriah to be sacrificed.
 We know that God also promised to give the land of Canaan to Abraham’s descendants, and
then the name of the land of Canaan would be changed to Israel.
 This has already happened, so it is a historical fact.
 We also know that the two angels who accompanied God when he appeared to Abraham
went on to Sodom and had Lot and his family evacuate the city and then God destroyed it with
sulphur and fire which rained down from heaven.
 Through God’s judgement on the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding areas
we were able to see how God views sexuality:
 God wants people to comply sexually to his plan that he gave when he created the first two
people — a man and a woman were to marry and to never separate.
 God has never wanted men to have sexual relations with other men or for women to have
sexual relations with other women.
 So the bottom line is that God is totally opposed to the LGBTI values and by destroying
Sodom and Gomorrah, he put an exclamation mark after this.
 We also reflected on God’s desire to save people who have erred in their sexuality and have
drifted into what God calls unnatural relationships which are shameful.
 If a gay or lesbian person will humble themselves before God and seek him and accept Jesus
as their solitary way of salvation, then God will greet that person with outstretched arms and
save them and begin to change their lives.
 Ok so we’re going to continue our study about the fulfillment of God’s promises to Abraham
to give him descendants and eventually to give them the land of Canaan.

Jacob And The Jewish Nation
Note to the study leader — read Genesis chapters 23-30 so that you can be fully informed
about all that you are going to teach in this episode.
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 Time went by and Sarah died, and Abraham purchased a field in Hebron which is a town in
Israel, and he buried Sarah in a cave on this land.
 This cave became Abraham’s family burial place and in addition to Sarah, Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob and many of their wives are also buried there.1
 You can visit this burial site today if you go to Israel.
 Now when it came time for Isaac to marry, Abraham did not want Isaac to take a Canaanite
woman to be his wife, so Abraham sent a trusted servant back to Haran in Mesopotamia, to the
place of his own relatives, to choose a wife for Isaac.
 And Abraham’s servant chose a woman called Rebekah who was a granddaughter of
Abraham’s brother Nahor, so Isaac and Rebekah were 2nd cousins.
 Rebekah was a beautiful and industrious virgin and the story about Abrahams’s servant
being led by God to find and choose Rebekah for Isaac must be one of the most beautiful
stories in God’s Word.
 Read it for yourself in Genesis chapter 24.
 Now Isaac and Rebekah had twin sons, Esau and Jacob.
 Esau was the firstborn and therefore would inherit a double portion of all inheritance,
become head of the clan and would also inherit any promises that had been given to his father
Isaac.2
 So by being firstborn, the promise of the Saviour (blessing for all nations) which God had
promised through Isaac’s bloodline would theoretically be passed on to Esau.
 Esau grew up to be a skilful hunter and liked being out in the fields, whereas Jacob was a
quiet man and preferred to stay at home around the tents.
 Esau was Isaac’s favourite son because he loved eating all the game that Esau brought
home, but Jacob was his mother’s favourite.
 One day Esau returned home from hunting and was exhausted and very hungry and Jacob
was cooking stew. Esau asked him for some, but Jacob replied that he would only give him
some if Esau gave him his birthright.
 Esau wanting the stew badly gave Jacob his birthright, so Jesus came from the line of Jacob
and not that of Esau. It says in God’s Word that Esau despised his birthright.
 As a result of Esau trading his birthright including the promise of Jesus for a bowl of stew,
God disliked Esau greatly.3
 Now when Isaac was very old, blind and getting close to his death, he wanted to bless his
son Esau so he sent him to hunt and prepare his favourite meal before he would pronounce the
blessing on him.
 While Esau was hunting, Jacob impersonated his older brother Esau and took food into his
father Isaac, and Isaac thinking that Jacob was Esau, blessed him instead and Jacob received the
blessing as well as the rights of firstborn which Esau had despised.
 Now because of Jacob taking Esau’s blessing, Esau planned to kill him, so Rebekah had
Jacob escape to her family back in Haran.
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 And while Jacob was fleeing to Haran, he slept along the road and God appeared to him
while he slept.
 Let’s read what God said to Jacob.
 Genesis 28:10-17
10 Jacob left Beersheba and went toward Haran. And he came to a certain place and stayed
there that night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under
his head and lay down in that place to sleep. And he dreamed, and behold, there was a ladder
set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven. And behold, the angels of God were
ascending and descending on it! And behold, the LORD stood above it and said, “I am the LORD,
the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac. The land on which you lie I will give to
you and to your offspring. Your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread
abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south, and in you and your
offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed. Behold, I am with you and will keep you
wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land. For I will not leave you until I have done
what I have promised you.”
16 Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the LORD is in this place, and I did not
know it.” And he was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the
house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.”
 Ok so Jacob stopped and slept the night on the road and while he was sleeping God gave
him a dream and, in this dream, there was a picture and there was a message.
 God’s message to Jacob was that his promises to Abraham and to Isaac were now being
passed down to him.
 The land of Canaan would be given to Jacob and to his descendants, his descendants would
be a great number, and all the nations of the world would be blessed through them.
 This promise was fulfilled when Jesus came to earth and was sacrificed for the sins of all who
would believe in him.
 This promise has already taken place and there are people from every nation who have been
blessed as they have been saved by trusting Jesus.
 While God was passing down this promise to Jacob, he showed Jacob a picture of what Jesus
was going to be like.
 Jesus is the stairway to heaven, and we go to heaven through him.
 Now Jacob arrived in Haran and went to the house of his uncle Laban. Laban was his mother
Rebekah’s brother.
 To cut a long story short he fell in love with Laban’s daughter Rachel and wanted to marry
her. Rachel was his first cousin and once again from Mesopotamia.
 Jacob told Laban that he would work for him for 7 years to make payment for Rachel, and
that is what he did but on the wedding night, Laban sent his oldest daughter Leah into Jacob
instead.
 Jacob thinking that Leah was Rachel, consummated the marriage with her and so was
married to her instead of Rachel.
 Jacob was not satisfied with Leah as he loved Rachel greatly, and so after further
negotiations, Laban also gave Rachel to Jacob in marriage and in return Jacob worked for Laban
for an additional 7 years. This is how Jacob ended up with 2 wives.
3

Episode 15 – God’s Chosen People

 Now there was rivalry between Leah and Rachel and they both wanted to have more
children than each other, so they gave their personal maids to Jacob to marry so they could
acquire more children through them and be more loved by their husband.
Picture of Jacob’s Family
 So from these four women, 12 sons were born and these sons became the 12 tribes of Israel.
 Leah had six sons — Rueben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar and Zebulun.
 Normally the promises and the birthright would pass from the father to his oldest son, so
the Saviour would have come through Rueben’s descendants, but sometimes this was changed
because of things the firstborn did.1 In this case Rueben slept with one of his father’s wives so
the Saviour came instead through the line of the 4th son, Judah.
 All the kings of Israel (Judah) apart from the first one also came through Judah’s line.
 Jesus is a King, so he had to come from the blood-line of kings.
 Levi’s descendants would also have a very important job in the future as they would be the
ones entrusted with running the Tabernacle and the Temple. We will learn about the Tabernacle
and the Temple in a few more episodes.
 Now Leah’s servant Zilpah had 2 sons — Gad and Asher.
 Jacob’s beloved wife Rachel had 2 sons — Joseph and Benjamin.
 Joseph was Jacob’s favourite son and would eventually be sold into Egypt as a slave. We will
learn about this in the next episode.
 And Rachel’s servant Bilhah had 2 sons — Dan and Naphtali.
 So these 12 sons made up the 12 tribes of Israel which are the Jewish people, also called
Israelites.
 The Jewish people are God’s chosen people as God chose to make them separate from the
other people groups of the world and for the Saviour to eventually be born through them.
 So as we already mentioned in a previous episode, once the Jewish nation was born, God’s
Word focuses mainly on them and other people are not mentioned much apart from their
dealings with the Jewish people.
 However, after the fulfilment of Jesus’ death to pay for the sins of the world, God’s Word
turns more to other people groups and nations.

Anti-Semitism
 Now out of all the nations of the world there is one nation which is persecuted greatly by the
other nations of the world.
 What nation can you think of that this is happening to?
 It is the nation of Israel, the Jewish people.
1

Genesis 35:22
4

Episode 15 – God’s Chosen People

 The Jewish people have been persecuted and warred upon ever since their nation was
formed and we can be sure that Satan is behind this as he wants more than anything to
annihilate God’s chosen people so that God’s promises to Abraham can’t be fulfilled.
 The promise of a Saviour and blessing for all nations has already been fulfilled through Jesus
but there are other promises yet to fulfilled through the nation of Israel, so to this day Satan is
still trying to destroy them.
 The term for hostility and persecution against Jewish people is “anti-Semitism,” and the
Jewish people are called Semites after their ancestor Shem, the son of Noah.
 But even though from the beginning of the Jewish nation, Satan has been trying to
annihilate them, he has not been able to succeed and never will succeed as God’s blessing is on
Abraham and on his descendants, and God curses the nations that persecute Israel.

Jews And Gentiles
 As we read God’s Word, we will notice that there are two types of people God refers to very
often:
 Jews and Gentiles.
 Let these two names soak into your mind as it is important that you know these terms and
understand what they mean.
 Jews are the descendants of Jacob, all the people who descended from Jacob’s 12 sons.
 Gentiles are all the other people groups in the world, or in other words, all peoples who are
not Jewish.

The Jews Would Reject Jesus and Then Accept Him
 Now God tells us many times in his Word that the Jewish people, as a nation, would reject
Jesus when he came to earth and that is indeed what happened.
 They eventually had Jesus nailed on a cross and killed.
 This was God’s plan though, so God fulfilled his plan of Jesus being sacrificed through the
Jewish people.
 However, God also tells us that when Jesus returns to earth again in the future that the Jewish
people will, as a nation, see him and will weep and wail because of how they treated him.
 Let's have a look at this prophecy.
 Zechariah 12:10
10 “And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace
and pleas for mercy, so that, when they look on me, on him whom they have pierced, they shall
mourn for him, as one mourns for an only child, and weep bitterly over him, as one weeps over a
firstborn.
 So Israel will turn as a nation to Jesus and love him and accept him.
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In Our Next Episode
 Now you may remember that God told Abraham that his descendants would be enslaved for
400 years and when that time of enslavement had passed, they would inherit the land of Canaan.
 In the next episode we will see that God fulfilled this.
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