Episode 14
Fire From Heaven
 Now in Episode 12 we learnt that the Lord and two of his angels appeared to Abraham one
year before Isaac was born.
 Then in the last episode we saw that God gave a sneak preview of what was going to
happen to his one and only son Jesus, when he would eventually come to earth to offer himself
as a sacrifice for our sin.
 Jesus and Isaac were both the only sons of their fathers.
 They both walked up Mount Moriah to be sacrificed.
 They both had the wood on their back as they came up the hill.
 They were both obedient to their fathers.
 They were both laid on the wood they had carried when they got to the top of Mount
Moriah.
 Isaac lived as God provided a lamb to die in his place.
 But Jesus was killed as he was The Lamb, he was the sacrifice that God provided so that we
could have forgiveness of sins!

Sodom and Gomorrah
 Ok so Episode 12 ended with the two angels going somewhere and that’s what we’re going
to study about in this episode.
 After the angels left Abraham, they went to a city called Sodom and the Lord stayed and
talked to Abraham about the assignment that he had given to the angels.
 Let’s read what the Lord said.
 Genesis 18:16, 20-21
16 Then the men set out from there, and they looked down toward Sodom. And Abraham went
with them to set them on their way.
20 Then the LORD said, “Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great and their sin
is very grave, I will go down to see whether they have done altogether according to the outcry
that has come to me. And if not, I will know.”
 So God said that the sin taking place in the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah was very grave, or
very serious. Let’s read about what happened to the two angels when they arrived in Sodom.
 Genesis 19:1-11
1 The two angels came to Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting in the gate of Sodom. When
Lot saw them, he rose to meet them and bowed himself with his face to the earth and said, “My
lords, please turn aside to your servant’s house and spend the night and wash your feet. Then
you may rise up early and go on your way.”
They said, “No; we will spend the night in the town square.”
3 But he pressed them strongly; so they turned aside to him and entered his house. And he
made them a feast and baked unleavened bread, and they ate. But before they lay down, the
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men of the city, the men of Sodom, both young and old, all the people to the last man,
surrounded the house. And they called to Lot, “Where are the men who came to you tonight?
Bring them out to us, that we may know them.”
6 Lot went out to the men at the entrance, shut the door after him, and said, “I beg you, my
brothers, do not act so wickedly. Behold, I have two daughters who have not known any man. Let
me bring them out to you, and do to them as you please. Only do nothing to these men, for they
have come under the shelter of my roof.”
9 But they said, “Stand back!” And they said, “This fellow came to sojourn, and he has become
the judge! Now we will deal worse with you than with them.” Then they pressed hard against the
man Lot, and drew near to break the door down. But the men reached out their hands and
brought Lot into the house with them and shut the door. And they struck with blindness the men
who were at the entrance of the house, both small and great, so that they wore themselves out
groping for the door.
 Ok so the two angels arrived at Sodom in the evening and Lot was sitting in the gateway,
which was where leaders of the city sat, so it appears that Lot held a place of leadership in
Sodom.
 Remember that Lot is Abraham’s nephew and left Ur with him, stayed in Haran with him and
then moved to Canaan with him.
 Both Abraham and Lot had become wealthy and they had obtained many animals and
eventually Abraham’s herdsmen and Lot’s herdsmen quarrelled over pasture, so Abraham and
Lot decided to separate.
 Abraham gave Lot first choice as to where he wanted to go, and Abraham said he would go
in the opposite direction.
 So Lot chose the lands close to Sodom probably thinking he could sell his livestock in the
city, and eventually he moved right into the city of Sodom itself despite the terrible things that
were going on there.1
 And because he was rich, he became influential and even became involved in the politics
and leadership of the city.
 You can read about Abraham and Lot going their separate ways in Genesis 13.
 When the two angels arrived in Sodom, Lot did not know that they were angels as they just
looked like ordinary men.
 He knew that they were in danger, so he wanted to give them protection and shelter in his
home.
 They said they were happy to stay the night in the square, but Lot insisted that they accept
his invitation, so they went with him to his house and he fed them and cared for them well.
 But before they could retire for the night, ALL the men of Sodom, both young and old,
surrounded Lot’s house and asked Lot to bring the two men out to them as they wanted to
have sex with them.
 So all the men of Sodom were homosexual or bisexual.
 Lot resisted but the men of Sodom forced their way even threatening violence on Lot, so the
angels pulled Lot into the house and blinded all the of the men. They had power to do this.
 Let’s read what happened next.
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 Genesis 19:12-29
12 Then the men said to Lot, “Have you anyone else here? Sons-in-law, sons, daughters, or
anyone you have in the city, bring them out of the place. For we are about to destroy this place,
because the outcry against its people has become great before the LORD, and the LORD has
sent us to destroy it.”
14 So Lot went out and said to his sons-in-law, who were to marry his daughters, “Up! Get out of
this place, for the LORD is about to destroy the city.” But he seemed to his sons-in-law to be
jesting.
15 As morning dawned, the angels urged Lot, saying, “Up! Take your wife and your two
daughters who are here, lest you be swept away in the punishment of the city.” But he lingered.
So the men seized him and his wife and his two daughters by the hand, the LORD being merciful
to him, and they brought him out and set him outside the city. And as they brought them out,
one said, “Escape for your life. Do not look back or stop anywhere in the valley. Escape to the
hills, lest you be swept away.”
18 And Lot said to them, “Oh, no, my lords. Behold, your servant has found favor in your sight,
and you have shown me great kindness in saving my life. But I cannot escape to the hills, lest the
disaster overtake me and I die. Behold, this city is near enough to flee to, and it is a little one. Let
me escape there—is it not a little one?—and my life will be saved!”
21 He said to him, “Behold, I grant you this favor also, that I will not overthrow the city of which
you have spoken. Escape there quickly, for I can do nothing till you arrive there.” Therefore the
name of the city was called Zoar.
23 The sun had risen on the earth when Lot came to Zoar. Then the LORD rained on Sodom and
Gomorrah sulfur and fire from the LORD out of heaven. And he overthrew those cities, and all
the valley, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and what grew on the ground. But Lot’s wife,
behind him, looked back, and she became a pillar of salt.
27 And Abraham went early in the morning to the place where he had stood before the LORD.
And he looked down toward Sodom and Gomorrah and toward all the land of the valley, and he
looked and, behold, the smoke of the land went up like the smoke of a furnace.
29 So it was that, when God destroyed the cities of the valley, God remembered Abraham and
sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow when he overthrew the cities in which Lot had lived.
Picture Of Sodom
 So the angels told Lot that they were going to destroy Sodom and that he needed to get
those who he loved and to evacuate.
 Lot’s sons-in-law did not believe him. We don’t know why this was.
 In the end the angels took Lot and his wife and two daughters by the hand and brought
them outside the city and told them to escape for their lives and to not look back.
 Lot’s wife did look back and she was turned into a pillar of salt.
 God caused sulphur and fire to rain from heaven and consume Sodom and Gomorrah and
the surrounding areas. Everything was utterly destroyed.
 And Abraham looked down towards Sodom from the place where he had talked with God,
and he saw smoke going up like smoke that comes out of a furnace.
 Sodom and Gomorrah were obliterated.
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 There have been some ruins of Sodom found and you can see archaeological reports on the
internet.
 So why did God destroy Sodom and Gomorrah in such a violent way?
 Ezekiel 16:49-50
‘Now this was the sin of your sister Sodom: She and her daughters were arrogant, overfed and
unconcerned; they did not help the poor and needy. They were haughty and did detestable
things before me. Therefore I did away with them as you have seen.
 Ok so God destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah because of their great and detestable sin and
because they were arrogant and lifted up in pride.
 They were rich and had no concern for the poor and needy.
 They did detestable things.
 I think we can conclude from the text we read in Genesis that the detestable things the
people of Sodom were doing were sexual acts contrary to God’s design.
 Now there are a few things we need to spend a bit of time talking about.
 First up, people will be punished in the future because they DID NOT accept Jesus as their
Saviour.
 They will be punished because they ran away from God and not to him.
 However, many times the actual sin that you are doing is a reflection of where you are
before God spiritually, so it is probably true to say that if you are living in detestable sin, than
you are probably inwardly rebelling against God, which makes it pretty certain that you are
going to be judged and put into hell in the future.
 So the homosexuality of the men in Sodom was most probably a reflection that they were in
open rebellion against God.
 You can recognise a tree by its fruit.
 Now here is a question:
 Should people who hold God’s word dear, be permitted to talk openly about things that
God does NOT accept — such as homosexuality and same sex marriage and other sins — OR
should they just keep quiet and say nothing?
 I believe that a Christian, especially a Christian Bible teacher, should have the liberty to teach
the content of God’s word and to not be discriminated against for doing so.
 To discriminate against someone because they believe what God says is dreadful and should
not happen.
 It is not Australian!
 In free countries, free speech is important and freedom to believe God is a corner stone of
the founding of our nations.
 Just like some chose to believe God, others will choose to reject God and this is a call for
each person.
 Each of us has a choice but each one of us will be held accountable to God in the future.
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 Now going back to the question of homosexuality that was raised in God’s account of Sodom
and Gomorrah, let’s talk for a few minutes about the LGBTI movement.
 In some countries the LGBTI movement is banned and in some of these, homosexual acts are
punishable by death.
 In other countries the LGBTI movement is welcomed with open arms.
 The most important thing is NOT what your country permits or bans.
 What your neighbour says is not the most important thing either.
 What your pastor or priest or spiritual leader says is not the most important thing.
 What you are taught at school or on the television is not the most important thing.
 The most important thing is what God says as he owns everything and ultimately he will
judge everyone.
 God is long suffering and will endure our sin for long periods of time, but he is not tolerant
of people who will not bow their knee before Jesus and accept the salvation that he extends to
us.
 The most important thing is for us to humble ourselves and believe in Jesus and then trust
God to take us on in our journey.
 Jesus made the ultimate sacrifice for us to have salvation, but if we reject what he did then
we should not be surprised when we are judged accordingly.
 There is a lot of focus in this episode on the LGBTI community and what they stand for. Let’s
read a bit more about what God says on this issue.
 This is pretty deep stuff so you will have to really track here.
 Romans 1:18-28
18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of
men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. For what can be known about God is
plain to them, because God has shown it to them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal
power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the
things that have been made. So they are without excuse.
21 For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they
became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they
became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man
and birds and animals and creeping things.
24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of
their bodies among themselves, because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and
worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.
26 For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women exchanged
natural relations for those that are contrary to nature; and the men likewise gave up natural
relations with women and were consumed with passion for one another, men committing
shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves the due penalty for their error.
28 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind to
do what ought not to be done.
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 Ok so in a nutshell, we see that God looks on the LGBTI movement as debased, and he looks
on the people who are involved in this movement as shameless, rejecting his design for their
sexuality and instead pairing themselves sexually with people of the same gender.
 God says that the people who do sexual acts outside of his design have darkened minds and
are dishonouring their very selves.
 These shameless acts began with man not giving thanks to God and rejecting him or running
from him and worshiping his creation rather than him.
 Make no mistake, this is how God views unnatural sexual acts.
 Ok so another question:
 What should you do if you are gay and as you have studied this episode you have been
challenged and you are now questioning where you are at.
 My advice is that you run to God.
 He will help you.
 It will be like someone buying an old house with lots of weeds around it, cracked paint and
broken windows. He will slowly begin to repair it and return it to the glory that it had back in
the beginning.
 It may seem to you to be something “too hard” but God is the God of the impossible.
 He causes barren people to have children.
 He controls the rain and elements.
 He had the ground come up out of the ocean.
 In the beginning Adam and Eve were made in God’s image.
 We lost that though through Adam’s sin and so we were born in Adam’s image – broken,
sinful and needing God so badly.
 But God tells us that when we believe in Jesus, that he starts the process of fixing us up and
changing us back to be in his image again, to be like Jesus.1
 So we take the step and we start thanking God and worshiping him and not his creation,
and most importantly, we believe that Jesus was punished in our place so that we can have
salvation.
 And we start the journey and God will hold our hands and help us.

Lot
 Now back to our story of Sodom and to what happened to Lot.
 God rescued Lot from Sodom before he destroyed the city with fire and burning sulphur.
 We can remember that God also put Noah into the ark before he destroyed every single
living thing on earth with a global flood.
 And for those of us who believe in Jesus – it will be a action replay of what God did with
Noah and Lot - God will rapture us to heaven before he brings judgement and destruction
upon this earth.
 In closing this episode, let’s read about this.

1

Romans 8:29; 1 Corinthians 15:49; 2 Corinthians 3:18; Philippians 1:6
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 Luke 17:26-30
26 Just as it was in the days of Noah, so will it be in the days of the Son of Man. They were
eating and drinking and marrying and being given in marriage, until the day when Noah entered
the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all.
28 Likewise, just as it was in the days of Lot—they were eating and drinking, buying and selling,
planting and building, but on the day when Lot went out from Sodom, fire and sulfur rained
from heaven and destroyed them all
30 so will it be on the day when the Son of Man is revealed.
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