Episode 13
A Lamb From Heaven
Review
 Now in the last episode, we learnt that God chose Abram who was from Ur in Chaldea —
which was in Mesopotamia or modern day Iraq. And God made Abram a lot of promises. He
promised him:
 Children — many, many descendants!
 That nations would come from his descendants.
 That all the nations of the world would be blessed through his descendants — through his
main descendant, Jesus.
 This promise was fulfilled when Jesus came to earth and died and rose again to provide
salvation for all the nations of the world.
 God also promised that all who blessed Abram would be blessed and that all who cursed
him would be cursed.
 We also learnt that God changed Abram’s name to Abraham and Sarai’s name to Sarah.
 We learnt that God is the God of the impossible because he was going to give them a son
when there seemed no hope that this could ever happen.
 God also promised that he would give the land of Canaan to Abraham’s descendants.1
 Later the name of this land was changed to Israel.
 This promise was also fulfilled as it is a historical fact.

What Abraham Believed
 Ok let’s talk about what Abraham believed.
 From the beginning of time there have always been people who have looked ahead waiting
expectantly for the promised Saviour.
 Abraham was one of these who were waiting for Jesus to come.
 Now in Genesis 20:7, we can read that Abraham was a prophet just like Abel and Enoch.
 And we know that all the prophets taught that through Jesus there would be forgiveness of
sins.
 So we know that Abraham also taught the people of his day about Jesus and about sin being
forgiven through Jesus.
 Abraham was saved and he believed all the things that God told him and promised him.
 Let’s read the verse again that tells us what all the prophets taught.
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 Acts 10:43
To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of
sins through his name.”
 Now while Jesus was here on earth he often talked about Abraham and this is one of the
things that Jesus said about him.
 John 8:56
Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad.”
 So Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing Jesus.
 In fact, even though Abraham died before Jesus came to earth, Jesus tells us that Abraham
did see his day, as he looked ahead and saw it in the distance, and he rejoiced.
 He saw the promised one in the distance!
 The one who would forgive his sins.
 And he knew that he was just temporary on this earth as his real home was heaven.
 Let’s read some more about Abraham.
 Romans 4:2-3
For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. For
what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as
righteousness.”
 Remember we read in Ephesians 2:8-9 that we receive salvation through faith, through
believing what God says.
 Salvation is a gift so we cannot boast that we got saved through our own effort and good
conduct, God gives it to us at no cost when we believe him.
 These verses in Romans 4 are also saying the same thing about Abraham: there was nothing
for him to boast about. He just believed God and because of his faith, God applied
righteousness to him, by subtracting his sin.
 And in Hebrews chapter 11, which we have looked at many times in this series, we see that
Abraham is also named in that long list of people who were waiting for Jesus and knew that they
were saved and going to heaven.
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The Picture Of The Lamb From Heaven
 Ok now God fulfilled his promise to Abraham and Sarah and he gave them the impossible son
through their almost expired and barren bodies. Let’s read about this miracle.
 Genesis 21:1-7
1 The LORD visited Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did to Sarah as he had promised. And
Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age at the time of which God had spoken to
him. Abraham called the name of his son who was born to him, whom Sarah bore him, Isaac.
And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had commanded
him. Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him.
6 And Sarah said, “God has made laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh over me.” And
she said, “Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne
him a son in his old age.”
 A beautiful fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham and Sarah. He gave them a son and Isaac
was his name or Laughter.
 And when Isaac was weaned, Abraham sent Hagar and her son Ishmael away as Isaac was
referred to by God from that time on as “Abraham’s one and only son.”

Isaac Is A Picture Of Jesus
 Now we know that Abraham looked ahead and saw Jesus way off in the future and he
rejoiced!
 We also know that Abraham was a prophet, so he preached about forgiveness of sins
through Jesus.
 But now God was going to do something to give Abraham a sneak preview of some of the
things that were going to happen to Jesus when he arrived on earth.
 God was about to give another prophetical picture through Abraham’s one and only son,
Isaac.
 Let’s read about this.
Picture of Abraham and Isaac
 Genesis 22:1-19
1 After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!”
And he said, “Here I am.”
2 He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and
offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.”
3 So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men
with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to
the place of which God had told him. On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the
place from afar. Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy
will go over there and worship and come again to you.”
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6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in
his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. And Isaac said to his father
Abraham, “My father!”
And he said, “Here I am, my son.”
He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?”
8 Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they
went both of them together.
9 When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and
laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood.
Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. But the angel of the
LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!”
And he said, “Here I am.”
12 He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you
fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.”
13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a
thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering
instead of his son. So Abraham called the name of that place, “The LORD will provide”; as it is
said to this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided.”
15 And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven and said, “By
myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and have not withheld your
son, your only son, I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of
heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his
enemies, and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have
obeyed my voice.”
19 So Abraham returned to his young men, and they arose and went together to Beersheba. And
Abraham lived at Beersheba.
If you are teaching this passage, you can bring out all the below info as you are reading
through the verses if you are confident to do so. Otherwise read all the verses first and then
expound on them after you have read them.
 God told Abraham to sacrifice his only son Isaac. Take note that Isaac is referred to as
Abraham’s only son.
 Ishmael had been replaced when Isaac — the real son — arrived.1
 Now God did not want Abraham to sacrifice his son, but simply told him to do this to test his
faith, and to give a prophetic snapshot preview of what was going to happen to Jesus.
 God does not condone human sacrifice.
 Now Abraham obeyed God immediately, and when they arrived at the foot of Mount
Moriah, he told his two servants to wait there and he told them that he and Isaac would return
after they had worshiped, so Abraham believed that even if he did indeed kill Isaac, that God
would raise him from the dead.2
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Galatians 4:21-26
Hebrews 11:19
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 Abraham could not just take Isaac to the back yard and sacrifice him there as the location of
the sacrifice was very important.
 Abraham had to travel for 3 days to get to Mount Moriah, the location was compulsory,
because Mount Moriah is the temple mount in Jerusalem where God was going to have his one
and only Son walk up.
 Don’t forget that this was a prophetic snapshot.
 God was giving a preview of Jesus through what was happening to Isaac, so the location had
to be exact.
 Isaac and Jesus were both “one and only sons” and they both had to walk up that exact
mount Moriah.
 When Isaac walked up mount Moriah, he carried wood on his back.
 When Jesus walked up mount Moriah, he also carried wood on his back in the form of a
cross.
 Isaac asked Abraham where the sacrifice was, and Abraham replied that God would provide
the sacrifice.
 Abraham had already seen this sacrifice and had rejoiced. He knew that Jesus was coming.
 And now he was seeing an enactment of what his beautiful, looked forward to Saviour was
going to do.
 And when Isaac got to the top of the mountain, he was laid down on top of the wood that he
had carried.
 When Jesus got to the top of the mountain, he was also laid down on the wood he had
carried.
 Isaac was an obedient son.
 His father Abraham was old and Isaac was in his prime and yet he allowed his father to lay
him on the altar.
 Likewise, Jesus did not run but gave his life and although being the God-Man, he was
obedient and lay down on the wood to be sacrificed at the request of his father.
 God called to Abraham from heaven and told him not to kill his son.
 But God did not hold back when the time came for him to have his own Son killed.1
 Isaac was a picture of Jesus, but Jesus was the real sacrifice.
 And God gave a ram to Abraham to kill as a sacrifice. The ram died in the place of Isaac and
once again there was another picture of Jesus who died instead of us.
 Then God reconfirmed his promise to Abraham.
 He told him again that he would give him many descendants — as many as the stars of
heaven and the sand of the seashores — and God said he would bless them and make them
prosperous and that they would defeat their enemies and that all the nations of the world
would be blessed though his descendants.
1

Romans 8:32
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 And then Abraham returned home.
 But before he did, he named that place — he said that God would provide in that very place
and this is exactly what happened as Jesus was being nailed on the cross that he had carried to
that very same place.
 Now take note that in the passage that we read that God talks about “the angel of God.”
When the word of God speaks about the specific “angel of God” it is referring to God himself.
 “The Angel of God” = God.
 This can be seen clearly in verse 15.
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