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Episode 12 

The Father Of The Jewish Nation 
 

Review 

 Look at the cut off branch from episode 5. 

 Review scroll – review what we have learned to the current episode. 

 

Abram Was Chosen 

 Ok, nine generations on from Shem, God chose one of Shem’s descendants to be a prophet 

and a very important man in history. His name was Abram. 

 Abram was born in Ur which was in Mesopotamia or modern day Iraq. 

 Abram was different to most of the people of his time as he believed God. 

 God chose to send the Saviour into the world through the line of Shem, and from Shem 

generations passed and then Abram was born who was also in the line of Jesus. 

 From Abram, 42 generations passed and then Jesus was finally born.1 

 Eventually Abram’s name was changed to Abraham, 

 and Abraham had a son and named him Isaac, 

 and Isaac had a son and named him Jacob, 

 and later on in Jacob’s life, God changed Jacob’s name to Israel, 

 and from Jacob, or Israel, the Jewish nation was born which God also called Israel after their 

father Israel. 

 We’re going to do a bit of an in-depth study of Abram, Isaac and Jacob as they are key 

figures in the generations leading up to the Saviour, and thus are important even to you and 

me. 

 

 From this point on in God’s Word, you will notice that God focuses in on the nation of Israel 

as from this nation his promised Saviour would emerge. 

 So from Shem, the promise was passed to his son Arpachshad and then 10 generations later 

to Abram. And then God keeps talking about the line coming from Abram from this point on in 

his Word. 

 Other nations are mentioned in God’s Word, but generally only when they interact with the 

Jewish people. 

 For example, due to the descendants of Japheth settling so far from the land of Israel, they 

are not mentioned much more in God’s Word, until we get up into the New Testament. 

 Ok so let’s study about Abram. 

 

 Abram’s father was Terah, Abram’s wife was Sarai and Abram had a nephew named Lot. 

 Let’s read about them. 

 

 

 
1 Matthew 1:17 
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 Genesis 11:31-32 

31 Terah took Abram his son and Lot the son of Haran, his grandson, and Sarai his daughter-in-

law, his son Abram’s wife, and they went forth together from Ur of the Chaldeans to go into the 

land of Canaan, but when they came to Haran, they settled there. 

32 The days of Terah were 205 years, and Terah died in Haran. 

 

 Ok so a bit of background about Abram’s family. 

 His father Terah took him and his wife Sarai and his nephew Lot and they left Abram’s 

hometown of Ur to travel to Canaan, but they never did get there as when they arrived in 

Haran, they settled there instead. 

 Now Sarai was barren, or in other words she could not conceive a child.1 

 Eventually Terah died in Haran, and then God spoke to Abram again. 

 Let’s read about this. 

 

 Genesis 12:1-7 

1 Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house 

to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and 

make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him 

who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

4 So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five 

years old when he departed from Haran. And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s 

son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the people that they had acquired in 

Haran, and they set out to go to the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, 

Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the 

Canaanites were in the land. 

7 Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he 

built there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 

 

 Ok, there are several things that we really need to take note of in this passage. 

 

 Even way back while Abram was still in Ur, God told him to leave his father and go to a land 

that he was planning to give to him. 

 But as we know from above, instead of Abram leaving his father in Ur, the whole family 

moved together and settled in a place called Haran, and later on, after his father Terah had 

died, God again told Abram to go to the land that he would show him which God was going to 

give to Abram’s descendants.2 

 

 So twice God had told Abram to leave his father's house — first while he was in Ur and then a 

second time after they had moved to Haran. 

 Why may we ask, did God make such a big request of Abram — to leave his family? 

 The answer may be in something God tells us about Abram’s father in another part of his 

Word: Terah worshiped false gods.3 

 
1 Genesis 11:30 
2 Acts 7:2-4 
3 Joshua 24:2 
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 Possibly God wanted to protect Abram and Abram’s family and the nation who was going to 

come from Abram from the terrible things that go with worshipping false gods. 

 God wants us to worship him alone and not to worship created things. He wants us to 

worship him, our Creator. 

 Whatever God’s reasons were, Abram obeyed God and left his father’s household and 

together with his wife Sarai and his nephew Lot, he went to the land of Canaan, which today is 

called Israel. 

 

 Now God told Abram that he would bless him and make him into a great nation. 

 Keep in mind that when God made this promise to Abram, he and his wife Sarai were old, 

and Sarai couldn’t have kids. 

 But despite them being old and Sarai barren, God told them that they would have many 

descendants and that the land of Canaan would be given to their descendants. 

 

 God also promised that all the nations of the world would be blessed through Abram. 

 This promise has already been fulfilled as the Saviour was born from a descendant of Abram 

and in every nation of the world today, there are people who have believed in the Saviour, and 

so through Jesus the Saviour of the world, all the nations of the world have been hugely 

blessed! 

 

 Now God also said that he would bless those who bless Abram and curse those who curse 

Abram. 

 This promise that God made Abram continues to this day and is still being fulfilled. 

 Throughout the ages, God has indeed blessed the nations and the people who have blessed 

Abram and his descendants, and he has cursed the nations who have opposed Israel. 

 In modern days, the USA has vetoed every United Nation’s resolution apart from one which 

would hurt Israel, so the USA has blessed Israel and protected them, and it is clear that God is 

blessing the USA. They are the most powerful nation on earth and many in their country have 

believed in Jesus and been saved. 

 On the other hand, we can see God’s blessing being withheld from the many countries who 

curse Israel. There are many nations who want to hurt and destroy Israel, but they are currently 

at war with each other and killing one another instead. 

 These promises that God made to Abram endure forever. 

 

 So let’s recap on the promises that God gave to Abram: 

 a child, 

 multitudes of descendants, 

 a country, 

 blessing to every nation of the world through his descendant — the Saviour, 

 blessing to all who bless Abram and cursedness to all who curse him. 

 

 Now God had promised the land of Canaan to Abram’s offspring but when Abram arrived 

there it was already possessed by mainly Canaanite people who were descendants of Ham’s son 

Canaan. 
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 These Canaanite people were evil and had abominable practices in the name of their false 

gods so God decided to wipe these people out and give that land to Abram’s descendants.1 

 The land was initially called Canaan after Ham’s son Canaan, but soon it would be called 

Israel after Abram’s grandson, Israel. 

 Let's read what God said to Abram about the timing of when he would transfer the land of 

Canaan over to Abram’s descendants. 

 

 Genesis 15:13-16, 18-21 

13 Then the LORD said to Abram, “Know for certain that your offspring will be sojourners in a 

land that is not theirs and will be servants there, and they will be afflicted for four hundred years. 

But I will bring judgment on the nation that they serve, and afterward they shall come out with 

great possessions. As for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried in a good 

old age. And they shall come back here in the fourth generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites 

is not yet complete.” 

18 On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your offspring I give this 

land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates, the land of the Kenites, the 

Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, the Amorites, the 

Canaanites, the Girgashites and the Jebusites.” 

 

 So we can see that God gave Abram a lot of information about what was going to happen to 

him and his descendants. 

 It is very amazing how God gives so much information and tells us exactly what is going to 

happen even way into the future. 

 There were going to be some horrific times ahead as God told Abram that his descendants 

were going to be enslaved for 400 years. 

 This did happen as they were enslaved by Egypt for 400 years and we will learn about that 

soon. 

 But after that 400 years of slavery had passed, God said that he would judge the nation that 

enslaved them, and Abram’s descendants would be freed and would leave there with great 

wealth. 

 God also told Abram that he would die peacefully at a good old age so he would not go 

through this ordeal himself. 

 On their return to the land of Canaan, later to be called the land of Israel, God would give 

the land of Israel to Abram’s descendants. And God named the nations that would be driven 

out of the land. 

 It also mentions that the reason that 400 years was to pass with Abraham’s descendants 

being enslaved before they were given the land is because the sin of the Amorites was still 

escalating, so it appears that God was giving them time to repent. 

 Now take note of these prophecies, as you will see over the next few episodes that they all 

came to pass. 

 

 

 

 
1 Exodus 23:31-33; Deuteronomy 20:16-18 
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 In Genesis 16, we read that 11 years after God first promised Abram and Sarai a child, their 

faith weakened. Abram was 86 years old at that time. 

 So Sarai gave her Egyptian servant Hagar to her husband to sleep with, as she felt that they 

needed to help God out in fulfilling his promise. 

 Hagar did conceive and she gave birth to a son and named him Ishmael. 

  God never accepted Ishmael as Abraham’s son, but God did bless Ishmael and eventually 

God gave him 12 sons who became 12 princes and many of the Arabic peoples came from 

these sons.1 

 Ok so 13 years passed, and then finally God appeared to Abram again. Let’s read about this. 

 

 Genesis 17:1-27 

1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am 

God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, that I may make my covenant between me and 

you, and may multiply you greatly.” 

3 Then Abram fell on his face. And God said to him, “Behold, my covenant is with you, and you 

shall be the father of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your name be called Abram, but 

your name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a multitude of nations. I will 

make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and kings shall come from you. 

And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after you throughout 

their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. 

And I will give to you and to your offspring after you the land of your sojournings, all the land of 

Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and I will be their God.” 

9 And God said to Abraham, “As for you, you shall keep my covenant, you and your offspring 

after you throughout their generations. This is my covenant, which you shall keep, between me 

and you and your offspring after you: Every male among you shall be circumcised. You shall be 

circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and 

you. He who is eight days old among you shall be circumcised. Every male throughout your 

generations, whether born in your house or bought with your money from any foreigner who is 

not of your offspring, both he who is born in your house and he who is bought with your money, 

shall surely be circumcised. So shall my covenant be in your flesh an everlasting covenant. Any 

uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin shall be cut off from his 

people; he has broken my covenant.” 

15 And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah 

shall be her name. I will bless her, and moreover, I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and 

she shall become nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” 

17 Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed and said to himself, “Shall a child be born to a 

man who is a hundred years old? Shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?” And 

Abraham said to God, “Oh that Ishmael might live before you!” 

19 God said, “No, but Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac. I 

will establish my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his offspring after him. As for 

Ishmael, I have heard you; behold, I have blessed him and will make him fruitful and multiply him 

greatly. He shall father twelve princes, and I will make him into a great nation. But I will establish 

my covenant with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to you at this time next year.” When he had 

finished talking with him, God went up from Abraham. 

 
1 Genesis 17:20, 22:2; Hebrews 11:17 
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23 Then Abraham took Ishmael his son and all those born in his house or bought with his 

money, every male among the men of Abraham’s house, and he circumcised the flesh of their 

foreskins that very day, as God had said to him. Abraham was ninety-nine years old when he was 

circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. And Ishmael his son was thirteen years old when he was 

circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. That very day Abraham and his son Ishmael were 

circumcised. And all the men of his house, those born in the house and those bought with 

money from a foreigner, were circumcised with him. 

 

 So in this chapter we read that God appeared to Abram again when he was 99 years old and 

re-confirmed to him that he would have a great number of descendants. 

 And God changed Abram’s name to Abraham which means — “father of many.” 

 So his name reflected the fact that he would have many descendants. 

 Many kings would come from Abrahams’s descendants. 

 God would give the land of Canaan to Abraham’s descendants.  

 Sarai’s name was changed to Sarah which means — “princess.” 

 And then as a sign of the promise that God made to Abraham regarding his descendants 

and the country that was to be given to him, he told Abraham to mark himself and all his male 

descendants by circumcising them. 

 So Abraham circumcised himself and all the males in his household including the slaves that 

he had purchased and from that time until now each descendant of Abraham is circumcised 

when they are 8 days old. 

 For us non-Jewish people, we do not need to be circumcised and many western countries 

have ceased circumcising their sons and many countries teach actively against it. 

 Also God has never instructed people to circumcise women, only Jewish men. 

 When God made this promise to Abraham, Abraham fell on his face and laughed. Maybe 

with great pleasure and expectation, or maybe with a little doubt as he was 100 years old and 

his wife was barren. 

 So God told Abraham that he would name his son Isaac which means — “laughter.” Every 

time that Abraham and Sarah would say their son’s name, they would remember that they had 

laughed. 

 God has a great sense of humour. 

 

 Genesis 18:1-15 

1 And the LORD appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the door of his tent in the 

heat of the day. He lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, three men were standing in front 

of him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent door to meet them and bowed himself to the 

earth  

3 and said, “O Lord, if I have found favor in your sight, do not pass by your servant. Let a little 

water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree, while I bring a morsel 

of bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come 

to your servant.” 

So they said, “Do as you have said.” 

6 And Abraham went quickly into the tent to Sarah and said, “Quick! Three seahs of fine flour! 

Knead it, and make cakes.” And Abraham ran to the herd and took a calf, tender and good, and 
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gave it to a young man, who prepared it quickly. Then he took curds and milk and the calf that 

he had prepared, and set it before them. And he stood by them under the tree while they ate. 

9 They said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” And he said, “She is in the tent.” 

10 The LORD said, “I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah your wife shall 

have a son.” And Sarah was listening at the tent door behind him. 

11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in years. The way of women had ceased to be 

with Sarah. So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After I am worn out, and my lord is old, shall I 

have pleasure?” 

13 The LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now 

that I am old?’ Is anything too hard for the LORD? At the appointed time I will return to you, 

about this time next year, and Sarah shall have a son.” 

15 But Sarah denied it, saying, “I did not laugh,” for she was afraid. He said, “No, but you did 

laugh.” 

 

 Ok, so God appeared to Abraham in a human body and with him were two angels also in 

human bodies. 

 Abraham recognised that he was talking to God, as God had appeared to him before and 

possibly in the same form each time. 

 There are other times as well in God’s Word where he has appeared to people in the form of 

a man.1 

 The scripture tells us that nobody has seen God and lived, but this may be referring to his 

“God form.” There have been times that God has appeared to people in different forms and the 

people who he showed himself to did not die.2 

 So back to the account of God’s visit, Abraham served a beautiful meal for God and the two 

angels and God told him that in 1 years' time he would return and at that time they would 

already have a son. 

 God’s promise of a son to Abraham and Sarah was about to be fulfilled! 

 God was about to show Abraham and Sarah that he was the God of the impossible. 

 Now these two angels went somewhere when they left Abraham and we are going to learn 

where they went and what their assignment was before too long. 

 

 In the next episode we are going to learn about Abraham’s son Isaac, whose name meant 

laughter. 

 
1 Genesis 32:24-43; Daniel 3:25 
2 Genesis 16:13; Genesis 32:30; Exodus 33:20-23; Judges 13:22   


