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Episode 11 

The Origin Of Languages And Religions 
 

Review 

 In our last episode we studied about the global flood which destroyed every living thing on 

earth apart from Noah’s family and the animals and birds who were with them in the ark. 

 We looked into evidences of the flood and discovered that the account of the flood has 

been preserved even to the most remote jungles of the world as the many people groups of 

the world carried this account with them when they dispersed and settled throughout the 

world, after the flood. 

 We also learnt that large amounts of fossilized trees have been found buried deep in the 

earth which is evidence that a tremendous deluge of water came upon the earth and buried all 

these trees under the earth’s surface. 

 It was a terrible thing for all the people of the earth who didn’t believe God as they were 

drowned in the flood, but what followed was FAR WORSE as their souls were immediately taken 

to the bad part of Hades which is a terrible place. 

 You can be totally sure that they would have preferred to be drowned a million times over if 

they could have avoided going to hell. 

 

 Only Noah, his wife, their sons and their son’s wives were alive after the flood along with the 

animals and birds that were with them in the ark. 

 The ark is symbolic of heaven which is a safe and good place, and the one door into the ark 

is symbolic of Jesus who is the only way of entering into heaven. 

 Jesus is the way, the truth and the life, and he told us that nobody can go to heaven unless 

we go through him. 

 God tells us that in the future we are going to have somewhat of an action replay of what 

happened in the days of Noah.1 

 There will be many who will not believe God’s word and will not accept the salvation that he 

is holding out to them, and suddenly their time will run out. 

 God will rapture his children into the safety of heaven, and then he will pour out his wrath 

and judgement upon the world. 

 This time of great punishment is called the tribulation in the Bible and will last for 7 years, 

and it will be an incredibly terrible time for every single person left behind at the rapture.2 

 For us though who believe in Jesus, we will not be here on earth during the tribulation 

period as just like God placed Noah and his family in safety before the flood, God will rapture 

us and put us in the safety of heaven prior to the tribulation. 

 

 Now in this episode we are going to study about the origin of all the nations of the world and 

the origin of the different languages which today number approximately 6,500. 

 We are also going to study about the origin of the different religions in the world. 

 

 
1 Matthew 24:37 
2 Matthew 24:21 
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Languages Were Born 

 When Noah and his family came out of the ark God told them to spread out and populate the 

world.1 

 But the descendants of Shem, Ham and Japheth decided not to spread over the world as 

God had told them but to rather build a city and a great tower or ziggurat. 

 Historical and archaeological evidence indicate that they were worshipping false gods at this 

time, particularly a false god named Marduk for whom this ziggurat was probably built. 

 So they had forsaken worshiping God and were worshiping the false god Marduk. 

 So what did God do about it? Let’s read about this event from God’s word which took place 

approximately 100 years after the flood. 

 

 Genesis 11:1-9 

1 Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. And as people migrated from the 

east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. 

3 And they said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.” And they 

had brick for stone, and bitumen for mortar. Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city 

and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be 

dispersed over the face of the whole earth.” 

5 And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of man had built. 

And the LORD said, “Behold, they are one people, and they have all one language, and this is 

only the beginning of what they will do. And nothing that they propose to do will now be 

impossible for them. Come, let us go down and there confuse their language, so that they may 

not understand one another’s speech.” 

8 So the LORD dispersed them from there over the face of all the earth, and they left off building 

the city. Therefore its name was called Babel, because there the LORD confused the language of 

all the earth. And from there the LORD dispersed them over the face of all the earth. 

 

 So there was only one language in the world at that time. 

 The descendants of Shem, Ham and Japheth did not spread out over the world like God told 

them to do, but instead they built the city and tower of Babel. 

 They wanted to make a name for themselves. They were deceived, and their own self-

elevation and pride was more important to them than having a relationship with God and 

obeying him. 

 Maybe they even thought that their tower would protect them and give them a way to 

heaven; God’s promised Saviour was not important to them. 

 But all of this came to a sudden stop when God came down and confused their language by 

giving them many different languages so they could no longer communicate with each other 

and in this way God scattered them all over the world as he had previously told them to do. 

 God social distanced them from each other and the distances were huge! 

 So it was at the tower of Babel that the different languages and nations of the world 

originated. 

 

 Picture Of Tower Of Babel – Explain  

 
1 Genesis 9:1,7 
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The Nations Of The World 

 Now the nations of the world today can be traced back to the Babel and of course to Shem, 

Ham and Japheth, the sons of Noah, as every person on earth today has descended from one of 

Noah’s three sons. 

 There is an abundance of information that can be studied about the different people groups 

of the world, that confirm the accuracy of the unparalleled table of nations that we find in 

Genesis chapter 10. 

 Genesis 10 is the solitary ancient record of the origin of the nations. 

 Now the data that we are going to look at today is not exhaustive, but it will be a good start 

that you can add to if you have the desire to study this topic more. 

 

 Scholars have concluded that there were about 70 nations that originally went out from Babel, 

and then due to geographical separation and intermarriage, more sub languages and nations 

came into existence. 

 Today most areas consist of a majority people group that has other ethnic groups mixed in 

amongst them. This scenario has increased in modern days where travel has become so prolific 

and globalisation of economies and cultures has taken place. 

 Languages are continually changing not just due to geographical separation of people 

groups but also because languages change. 

 We can think for example about the different dialects of English spoken in England, 

Scotland, Ireland, America, India, Australia, New Zealand, Jamaica – there are around 160 

distinct English dialects around the world with quite some differences within them in 

vocabulary, spelling and accents. 

 In the Philippines there are more than 120 languages but most of them share common 

words and similar grammatical structure, pointing back to a common ancestor. If you can 

speak one Philippine language it is relatively easy to learn a 2nd due to the similarities of 

vocabulary and grammatical structures. 

 

 So let's have a look at the picture of the chart of nations — the descendants of Shem, Ham 

and Japheth so we can get an idea of where people dispersed to as they went out from Babel. 

 

 Picture Of The Nations 

 

 We can see from this table that we have 3 distinct blood lines. The lines of Shem, Ham and 

Japheth. And their descendants were dispersed by God from Babel when he confused their 

languages. 

 

 Now after departing Babel, the descendants of Shem settled mainly in the middle East, 

Northern Africa and Turkey. So they did not travel as far away from Babel as the descendants of 

Japheth and the descendants of Ham did. 

 Shem had 5 sons and we can read about them in Genesis 10 and their names were Elam, 

Asshur, Arpachshad, Lud, and Aram. 

 Elam is the father of the Persian nation which settled in Iran. So they were given the Persian 

or Farsi language, and that is what they speak to this day. 

 Asshur became the father of the Assyrians who live in Northern Iraq or Kurdistan. 
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 Arpachshad is the father of the people in Southern Iraq and of the Jewish people as well as 

Abraham was from Southern Iraq and is the grandfather of the Jewish nation. 

 Lud is the father of Moroccans, Tunisians and some of the Turks. However, most of the Turks 

descended from Tubal, son of Japheth. 

 Aram is the father of the Syrians, Arameans and Lebanese. 

 These are the main people groups that descended from Shem. 

 

 Ham had 4 sons and their names were Cush, Egypt, Put, and Canaan. 

 Cush is the father of the Ethiopians and to this day the people of Ethiopia are still called 

Cushites, and historians such as Josephus also referred to them as Cushites. This is because they 

are descended from Cush. 

 Egypt is the father of the Egyptians. 

 Put is the father of the Libyans. 

 Canaan’s descendants spread out the most throughout the world back in the beginning. 

 Some of the Chinese people can be traced back to Canaan, however some of the Chinese 

people can also be traced back to the line of Gomer the son of Japheth. 

 The Malaysians, some of the Filipino people, Australian Aboriginals, Pacific Islanders, 

Japanese, Koreans and many of the other Asian peoples all descended from Canaan. 

 The Canaanites in the land of Israel also descended from Canaan. 

 

 Japheth had 7 sons and their names were Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and 

Tiras. 

 Gomer is the father of the French, Spanish, English, Germans. So his children went mainly to 

the west although some of the Chinese people also came from Gomer. 

 Magog is the father of the Greeks and of some of the Ukrainians and Romanians. 

 Madai is the father of the Medes who lived also in Iran and of the Indians of India. When 

linguists have compared the Indian language with European languages, they have discovered 

that these 2 groups descended from a common ancestor. 

 Javan is the father of some of the Greeks and some of the Turks and of the Italians. 

 Tubal is the father of the people in the Caucuses and of many of the Turks. 

 Meshech is the father of the Russians, of some of the Ukrainians, of some of the Romanians 

and of the people that live in the Balkans. 

 Tiras is the father of the Macedonians, Scandinavians and the fierce Viking people. 

 

 Ok, so this is just a brief outline of where the people of the world dispersed to after their 

languages were confused at Babel. 

 It is a huge topic and historians and linguists can confirm the authenticity of the Table of 

Nations that is laid out in Genesis 10. 

 

 

 

 



 Episode 11 – The Origin Of Languages And Religions 

 

 5 

Some Other Trivia 

 The descendants of each of Shem, Ham and Japheth all have the varieties of skin tone, both 

dark and fair. 

 

 Throughout the world — Egypt, Europe, Asia, South America, Mexico — there can be found 

pyramids or tower type structures like that of the Tower of Babel. 

 As the nations dispersed from Babel, they took this architectural design with them. 

 This is another piece of evidence pointing back to a common origin. 

 

 Cave people are often looked on as being primitive but during the chaotic period after the 

dispersal from Babel, and with the archaeological evidences of shifting climate and the earth 

being unstable for about 200 years after the global flood, caves would have been a pretty 

intelligent choice of housing. 

 Not everyone would have been able to build safe housing for their families. 

 Quite possibly these “cave people” were well advanced and lived in caves by choice. 

 It is a fallacy to look on cave dwellers, or cave men as we call them as being “primitive.” 

 There is even evidence that there was an ice age during this time. 

 

 From the time that Cain killed Abel to the pre-flood times when mankind had become 

extremely violent, killing, murder and conflict were prevalent in society. 

 This was compounded however after the confusion of languages and birth of the nations at 

Babel, as racism emerged at that time and it has been a major world problem ever since. 

 If we look deep into our own hearts and see how each of us sometimes responds to other 

people groups, I think we can conclude that we are all racist, some to an extreme where they do 

vile acts and others to a lesser extent, but none of us have totally escaped being racist. 

 How good it would be if we would take a good look at the picture of the origin of the 

nations and fully comprehend that we all come from one of 3 brothers and that we are all 

family. 

 This would result in us showing more grace and love to people who are of different blood 

lines to us which would undermine racism. 

 

The Multiplying of False Gods 

 Now Satan has introduced many, many false gods to mankind since the time of Babel. 

 Every people group have deities that they worship. 

 As mankind was dispersing from Babel in confusion, Satan was busy, busy, busy! 

 From that time onwards, it has been the norm for people to allow themselves to be deceived 

and to worship created things rather than the Creator.1 

 

 Animal worship and animal deities are common through-out the world. 

 There are swine-gods, snake deities and sacred cows. 

 The Egyptian goddess of fertility appeared in the form of a frog. 

 
1 Romans 1:21-25 
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 White elephants are considered sacred in Thailand and wolf-worship still exists in some 

places in the world. 

 There are many types of animal worship throughout the world. 

 The creation is worshipped rather than the Creator! 

 

 People make idols for themselves of their deities, carving them from wood or casting them 

from metals and they many times keep them in their homes, believing that they help and protect 

them, even sometimes inviting them to be part of family meals and giving them offerings of 

food and drink. 

 Other people set up shrines to their dead ancestors and pray to them, worshipping them 

through food and drink offerings and burning incense to them. 

 

 People worship rivers thinking that they are living beings and actual gods. 

 The Egyptians worshiped the Nile River — “Hapi,” the Egyptian god was said to use the 

flooding of the Nile River to make their lands fertile. 

 In New Zealand the Whanganui River was recognised by the New Zealand parliament in 

2017 as being a legal person and having the rights of a person. The river is held to be sacred. 

 Many other rivers throughout the world are also worshiped. 

 Stars are worshiped, the sun is worshiped. 

 The creation is worshipped rather than the Creator! 

 

 Many western people refer to “mother nature” as being the power controlling natural 

disasters and weather events. Some people believe that mother nature is cleansing the world 

through natural disasters. 

 Some people worship Satan and the demons by directly calling on them and sacrificing to 

them. Satan-worship and the Church of Satan truly exist in the world today. 

 Others have sacrificed their children to their gods. The Canaanite gods of Baal, Ashtoreth 

and Moloch were built from metal and hollow so they could be heated with fire and children 

were placed on their red-hot hands to burn to death. 

 

 Basically, in whatever way possible, Satan entices and tricks people into worshipping creation 

and himself rather than the One who created all things and who is kind. 

 We need to run to God and worship him alone and turn our backs on all false gods.1 

 Let’s have a read from God’s word about the folly of making an idol and then worshiping it. 

 

 Isaiah 44:14-19 

14 He cuts down cedars, or he chooses a cypress tree or an oak and lets it grow strong among 

the trees of the forest. He plants a cedar and the rain nourishes it.  

15 Then it becomes fuel for a man. He takes a part of it and warms himself; he kindles a fire and 

bakes bread. Also he makes a god and worships it; he makes it an idol and falls down before it. 

16 Half of it he burns in the fire. Over the half he eats meat; he roasts it and is satisfied. Also he 

warms himself and says, “Aha, I am warm, I have seen the fire!” And the rest of it he makes into a 

 
1 Exodus 20:2-6; Deuteronomy 32:15-22; Psalms 106:19-21 
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god, his idol, and falls down to it and worships it. He prays to it and says, “Deliver me, for you are 

my god!” 

18 They know not, nor do they discern, for he has shut their eyes, so that they cannot see, and 

their hearts, so that they cannot understand. No one considers, nor is there knowledge or 

discernment to say, “Half of it I burned in the fire; I also baked bread on its coals; I roasted meat 

and have eaten. And shall I make the rest of it an abomination? Shall I fall down before a block 

of wood?” 

 

 So a man cuts down a tree and uses some of the wood to make a fire to warm himself and to 

cook his food with, and then he uses another part of this tree to make an idol from and then falls 

down before it and worships it. 

 

 Ok so what is a false god? 

 A false god is something that you worship, or consider a deity, or pray to, or thank, or ask for 

help from who is NOT the Creator. 

 If you worship or pray to a dead person, then that dead person you have made into a false 

god. 

 If you pray to the sun, the moon, animals, a river, mother nature or anything else that God 

created for us, then you turn that object into your god, and you have put it above the Creator. 

 If you pray to an idol that someone has made from wood and painted a mouth on it and put 

clothing on it, then you have made that bit of wood into a god. 

 If you pray to Satan or any of the spirits or even to angels in heaven, then you have made 

them into your god. 

 You have been deceived! 

 

 People claim that you can get to God through many ways and that we need to be tolerant of 

other people’s ways of worship and of the things that they worship.  

 The problem is though that God is not tolerant of false gods. 

 God says you must come through Jesus, or you won’t be able to come at all. 

 We need to come his way, or we can’t come. 

 

 So the choice is the same as what Adam and Eve had — will we believe God or believe his 

enemy? 

 It is the same as Cain and Abel had — will we believe God or believe his enemy? 

 The same as in the days of Noah – will we believe God or perish when destruction comes? 

 The choice is yours and the choice is mine. 

 

 In the next episode we are going to study about a man who chose to believe God, despite his 

own father being a worshiper of idols. 

 He chose God and God blessed him. 


