Episode 9
The Rapture
Review
 In our last episode we studied about the place called Hades.
 We learnt that Hades has 2 parts: A bad part which is a place of fire and torment or hell, and
a good part which is a place of inexpressible beauty or paradise, full of joy, free from any pain
or fear or problem.
 People from the beginning of time who did not believe in Jesus have been put into the bad
part of Hades when they died, and in the future, on judgement day, God will bring them out
from the bad part of Hades and judge them and then cast them into the lake of fire where they
will suffer for eternity.
 People from the beginning of time until Jesus’ death, who believed in him were put into the
good part of Hades when they died, and when Jesus ascended back to heaven, having paid for
all our sin, he took all the souls of these people to heaven.
 So the good part of Hades is now vacant and today, when people die who have believed in
Jesus they are instantly taken to heaven. Nobody goes to the good part of Hades anymore.
 We also learned that the dead don’t know what is happening on earth and they can’t return
here to earth. So it does no good to pray to them or ask them for help as they are not here on
earth and they can’t see us or hear us.

God Took Enoch From Earth
 Now in this episode we are going to learn an amazing thing from God’s word about an event
when people will be taken up to heaven while they are still alive, or in other words without
passing through death.
 This event is called the Rapture and it will happen in the future, but we will see that there
were a couple of people who God already raptured in the past.
 Let’s read God’s word.
 Genesis 5:21-24
21 When Enoch had lived 65 years, he fathered Methuselah. Enoch walked with God after he
fathered Methuselah 300 years and had other sons and daughters. Thus all the days of Enoch
were 365 years. Enoch walked with God, and he was not, for God took him.
Picture Of Enoch – Explain it here and throughout the rest of the episode
 So here we read of a man called Enoch who did not physically experience death because God
took him away from the world while he was still alive.
 This also happened to another man in the Bible called Elijah1.
 Now we know from our last study that Enoch and Elijah were NOT taken to heaven as Jesus
said in John 3:13 that nobody had yet been to heaven at the time he came to earth.
1

2 Kings 2:11-12
1
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 Which means that Enoch and Elijah would have been taken to the good part of Hades to
await Jesus coming when he would make payment for their sin.
 Now in the account about Elijah that we can read about in 2 Kings 2:11, we read that Elijah
was taken to HEAVEN. Is this a conflict in God’s word?
 Don’t forget that we learnt in Episode 1 that there are 3 different heavens — the sky which is
the 1st heaven, space which is the 2nd heaven and the place where God lives which is the 3rd
heaven.
 Because Jesus told us that up until the time that he came to earth, no man had gone up to
heaven, we can conclude that Enoch and Elijah were taken up into the 1st heaven or into the
sky, and then after that they would have been taken to the good part of Hades or Paradise
which is in the centre of the earth.
 Now going back to Enoch, we know that he, like Abel was waiting for the promised Saviour
and as a result he was saved. Before God took Enoch from the world, God said he was pleased
with Enoch and that Enoch believed him.
 Let’s read a bit more about Enoch from God’s word.
 Hebrews 11:5-6, 13
5 By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, and he was not found, because
God had taken him. Now before he was taken he was commended as having pleased God. And
without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe
that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.
 Now we learnt in our study on Abel that lots of other people were also mentioned in this
chapter and the following verse tells us what they all had in common.
13 These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and
greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the
earth.
 So Enoch sought after God and believed God’s promise of a Saviour, but he never did receive
this promised Saviour because Jesus did not come during Enoch’s lifetime on earth.
 Enoch also knew that earth was only his temporary living place and that he was going to
heaven which was his real destination.
 So we could ask why did God take Enoch while he was still alive?
 God has rarely done this.
 What made Enoch different?
 Let’s read something else that God told us about Enoch in his word.
 Jude 14
It was also about these that Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied, saying, “Behold, the
Lord comes with ten thousands of his holy ones,
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 So Enoch was a prophet. He spoke for God or God spoke through him.
 Don’t forget that in Acts 10:43, we learned that all of God’s prophets taught the people that
they could receive forgiveness of sins by believing in Jesus.
 So Enoch believed in Jesus and was waiting for him and preached about him and knew that
his sins were forgiven because of him.
 But God had also told Enoch about another amazing event — about the coming time when
Jesus is going to return here to the earth with a great multitude of angels, and at this time he
will bring all the unbelieving people out of hell and judge them and put them into the lake of
fire.
 Enoch taught the people about this second coming of the Lord Jesus and about this
judgement and maybe God took Enoch in that spectacular way to emphasize this important
message from him, so that people would really take note and believe so that they won’t be
included in that terrible judgement day.
 Enoch taught about a supernatural coming of Jesus from heaven with tens of thousands of
angels, so God took him in a supernatural way from the earth, possibly to authenticate his
message.
 We can’t know for sure why God raptured Enoch, but the above seems like a logical
explanation.

The Rapture Of Believers In Jesus
 There is another amazing time coming when God tells us that he is going to rapture to
heaven all the people who have believed in Jesus from the time of his death on the cross and
resurrection up until that moment of the great rapture. He will rapture both those that have
already died and those that are still alive.
 It is possible that Enoch even knew about this rapture and taught about it as well.
 This is going to be a really exciting time!
 Let’s read about it.
 1 Thessalonians 4:13, 16-18
13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you
may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose
again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. For this we
declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of
the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep.
16 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an
archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then
we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the
Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord.
18 Therefore encourage one another with these words.
Picture Of The Rapture
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 What an amazing time this will be! God has told us clearly and concisely in these verses that
he is coming back to get all who have believed in him in one exciting rapturous moment!
 He told us this because he doesn’t want us to be uninformed — he really wants us to know
what to expect and to be looking forward to this and to be encouraged even when we lose
loved ones through death. If they have believed in Jesus, we have a great event to attend
together that is coming up soon.
 This event is what is commonly called the Rapture.
 The Lord Jesus himself is going to come down from heaven for us. And he is going to bring
all of the souls of the believers who have died since he dies on the cross.
 It’s going to happen very suddenly and without warning.
 He will call all believers from all over the world with a loud command and there will be a
great blast of a trumpet and an archangel will shout.
 First, the bodies of all believers who have already died will be resurrected from their graves
and will be reunited with their souls who are safe with Jesus and will be coming with him at this
time.
 After the dead are raptured, all of us who are still alive at this time, will be taken up next and
we will all meet Jesus in the air, and then we’ll be with him forever from that moment on.
 So just like Enoch was raptured while he was still alive, there will be many believers in the
future who are also going to be raptured from this world while they are still alive, and these
people will never have to go through physical death!
 This could happen at any time! Even today!
 When Jesus comes back to get those who have trusted in him, you absolutely don’t want to
be left here on earth. It is much better to be with the Lord Jesus forever in his incredible
kingdom, to be safe and to be alive in the fullest meaning of this word.
 So if you have not yet believed that Jesus came and he died for you and then rose from the
dead, you need to believe today, and then you too will be included in this amazing rapture!
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