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Episode 8 

What Happens When We Die? 
 

 In this episode we’re going to take some time to study about what happens when we die. In 

the last episode, we read a list of the descendants of Seth and one thing that we noted is that 

they all eventually died. 

 The question is, what happened to all these people when they died? 

 Where did they go? 

 Where will I go when I die? 

 

 Let’s read what Jesus revealed about the dead when he came to the earth. 

 John 3:13 

No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 

 So, Jesus said that NO ONE had ever gone to heaven.  

 This means from Adam and Eve, Abel and Seth and all the generations from them until Jesus’ 

time on earth, nobody went to heaven when they died.  

 

 Picture of Hades 

 

 So if they did not go to heaven, where did they go? 

 Before Jesus came to the earth, ALL people went to a place called Hades when they died. 

 Hades is also called Sheol, Gehenna and Hell in God’s word but we will just refer to it as 

Hades for now to keep it simple.1 

 Now Hades consists of 2 parts – A good part and a bad part. 

 The bad part of Hades, is a place of torment, fire, pain and regret. From the time of creation 

until judgement day in the future, all people who did not believe in the promised Saviour 

have been put into this bad part of Hades. It is not a nice place. In the Bible, the bad part of 

Hades is also called Hell. 

 The good part of Hades is also called Abraham’s Bosom and Paradise. This is where people 

were taken who believed in the promised Saviour. It is a beautiful and safe place free from 

any pain or worry. 

 

 Up until Jesus came and sacrificed his life to pay for our sins, all those who believed in him 

were taken to the good part of Hades when they died. 

 They could not go directly to heaven as the payment for their salvation had not yet been 

made. It was still just a promise. 

 But when Jesus came to earth, he fulfilled his promise by sacrificing his life on the cross and 

he paid for the sin of all these people in Hades who had believed in him. 

 When Jesus went back up to heaven, he took all the “captives” or the souls of the people 

who were waiting in the good part of Hades, and he took them up to heaven.2 

 So the good part of Hades is now empty, and nobody will ever be put there again. 

 
1 Luke 23:43, Matthew 10:28  
2 Ephesians 4:8 
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 Don’t forget to use the review scroll and the picture of Hades to illustrate 

 

 But the bad part of Hades is still occupied by all the people from the beginning of time until 

now who died not believing in the Saviour, and they will remain there until a terrifying day in the 

future when God will judge them. 

 If you don’t believe in the Saviour then you too will be put into this bad part of Hades when 

you die. 

 Now in the future God is going to bring all of the people out of the bad part of Hades or 

Hell and he will judge them and then they will be plunged into the lake of fire along with Satan 

and the demons. 

 Even Hades itself will be put into the lake of fire.1 

 

The Make-up Of A Person 

 Picture Of Body And Souls 

 

 Now a person consists of a body, soul and spirit. 

 Thrown in there we also read in God’s word about a person’s heart, conscience, mind, 

emotions and other parts that make up the whole person. 

 The makeup of a person is a very complex study and I have included a link here which you 

may find helpful. You will probably find though that you will not be able to work everything out 

fully. 

https://answersingenesis.org/origin-of-life/what-is-life/what-makes-us-human-and-why-it-is-not-the-brain-soul-reply/ 

 

 Put simply – a person consists of a spiritual part that we call the “soul” and a physical part that 

we call the “body”. 

 When a person dies, his or her body gets buried or interned in some way and returns to dust 

like God said it would. 

 But a person’s soul is eternal and never dies, and it separates from the body at death. 

 A person’s personality and feelings and memory are preserved in his or her soul. So a soul 

has affection for people left on earth and can remember their families.2 

 A soul is NOT omnipresent and can only be in one place at a time and can only see what is 

in that place. 

 In the future, God is going to resurrect the bodies of all the dead and reunite their souls with 

their new bodies. 

 For the saved, it will be an incredible day of great celebration in heaven. Their soul reunited 

with their new body — a body that will never get sick or feel any pain or age. 

 But for the unsaved, when their bodies are resurrected, it will be a terribly fearsome day as 

they will be judged by God before his great white throne. 

 Every one of them will kneel before Jesus and will declare with his or her mouth that Jesus is 

Lord, and they will be judged and then thrown into the lake of fire to suffer for the rest of 

eternity.3 

 
1 Revelation 20:11-15 
2 Luke 16:27-28 
3 Philippians 2:9-11; Hebrews 10:29-31; Revelation 20:11-15 

https://answersingenesis.org/origin-of-life/what-is-life/what-makes-us-human-and-why-it-is-not-the-brain-soul-reply/
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 We need to be terribly afraid of hell and of the lake of fire and run from them by putting our 

trust in Jesus. 

 You do not want to end up in this place of torment because of unbelief and not accepting 

God’s gift of salvation. 

 

 Some people believe that souls are floating around on the earth and that we people who are 

still living can communicate with them. 

 Some people believe that souls can help us, so they pray to them and ask them for help, 

protection, good health, blessing, wealth and lots of other things. 

 Some people fear the dead and offer sacrifices to them so that they will not cause harm or 

sickness or inflict retribution. 

 But these are all just lies of Satan as the souls of the dead are not here on earth, they can’t 

come to earth, they can’t communicate with us, they can’t help us, they can’t hurt us, they can’t 

make us sick, they can’t give us wealth as they can’t even see us and they do not know what is 

happening here on earth. 

 

 Ecclesiastes 9:5a 

For the living know that they will die, but the dead know nothing, 

 

 The dead do not know anything about what is happening on earth. They are simply not here 

on earth anymore and can never come back. 

 They are not looking down on us. 

 So we should not talk to dead people, nor pray to them, nor thank them, nor fear them, nor 

offer sacrifices to them as it will just waste our time and resources and won’t achieve a thing — 

and if we do, we are just living a life being deceived by Satan. 

 

 Some people give money to the church to have the souls of the dead prayed for so that they 

will be able to get into heaven. But people who did not believe in Jesus are currently in hell and 

cannot be helped by prayers and they will never be able to go to heaven. 

 The time of salvation ran out for them when they died. 

 There is nothing that living people can do to help the dead. 

 

 As we learnt earlier, the souls of all believers who died before Jesus’ death on the cross, went 

to the good part of Hades. 

 Today though, when a believer dies, his or her soul does not go to Hades but goes 

immediately to heaven to be with the Lord because the payment has already been made for 

their sin.1 

 

 

 

 

 
1 2 Corinthians 5:8; Philippians 1:23 
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The Rich Man And Lazarus 

 Let’s read about two people whom Jesus spoke about, who died and went to Hades, one to 

the bad part and one to the good part. 

 

 Luke 16:19-31 

19 “There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously 

every day. And at his gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, who desired 

to be fed with what fell from the rich man’s table. Moreover, even the dogs came and licked his 

sores. 

22 The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s side. The rich man also died 

and was buried, and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far off 

and Lazarus at his side. And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus 

to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in anguish in this flame.’ 

25 But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that you in your lifetime received your good things, and 

Lazarus in like manner bad things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in anguish. And 

besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in order that those who 

would pass from here to you may not be able, and none may cross from there to us.’ 

27 And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father’s house— for I have five 

brothers—so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this place of torment.’ 

29 But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.’ 

30 And he said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will 

repent.’  

31 He said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be convinced if 

someone should rise from the dead.’ ” 

 

 So this rich man had no compassion and just lived for himself, but Lazarus, a starving beggar 

covered in sores was lying at the gate of the rich man. 

 The rich man died and went to the bad part of Hades or hell and began to suffer greatly. 

This does not mean that all rich people go to hell, but this one did. 

 Lazarus died also but he was taken by angels to the good part of Hades, to Abraham’s side, 

and his hunger and sores and misery were suddenly all erased, and he was in total comfort. This 

does not mean that all beggars go to Paradise, but this one did. 

 The rich man and Lazarus could see each other across the chasm in Hades, and the rich man 

asked Abraham to send Lazarus to drip some water onto his tongue as he was in agony with 

the fire, but Lazarus couldn’t cross over to the rich man, as there was a fixed chasm between 

them that could not be crossed. 

 Travel between the two parts of Hades was not possible.  

 So instead, the rich man asked Abraham to send Lazarus to his brothers to warn them so 

they would not follow him to that place of torment. But this was not possible either and 

Abraham told the rich man that if his brothers were to be saved, they would have to believe 

what God says in his word about salvation. 

 The rich man couldn’t go back himself to warn his brothers as it is not possible to leave 

Hades, but he was hoping that Lazarus would be able to. 

 The rich man had no requests to make of the people still living on earth, he just did not want 

his brothers to also end up in that terrible place of fire and torment. 
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 Souls cannot travel freely — if they could then the rich man would have left the flames to 

escape the agony and to warn his brothers himself. 

 

 It is a very fearful thing to be judged by the living God1 and to end up in eternal torment. 

 We MUST believe in Jesus: he is the way, the truth and the life, the only way to heaven. 

 He died on the cross in our place and he paid for all our sin so that we can be saved. 

 If we end up in hell it will only be because we chose to go to that place. 

 

 So on “All Saint’s Day” or on death anniversaries, or at dead people’s wakes, or when a 

person's ashes are spread, remember that the dead people’s souls are no longer here on earth. 

 They instantly separated from their bodies upon death and are either in heaven with the 

Lord or are in the bad part of Hades, suffering and awaiting judgement. 

 
1 Hebrews 10:31 


